COSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

19 JULY 2007

PRESENT:
Chief Inspector S Readdie, J Saint, A Jones, M Hardy, 

T Purvis, J Mair, M Walker and B Wilson

APOLOGIES:
L Miller, R Kirkcaldy and I Burns

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 18 April 2007 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i)
There had been a delay in the two new custody visitors appointed to the Sunderland panel taking up their duties because of changes in the procedures to obtain ID badges. 

The appointment arrangements will be revised to take account of the new procedures.

Three new custody visitors had been appointed to the Berwick panel with one more still to be interviewed. Training will be arranged in the near future.

(ii)
The pilot for the NHS to provide medical cover for the force is still at the discussion stage. Progress will be reported.

3.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS PILOT SCHEME

All the custody visiting panels had agreed to carry out the pilot scheme with the custody visitors asking the detainees if they want to be visited.

Concern was expressed that some of the custody officers appeared to be unaware of the new arrangements. This was to be pursued and further training for custody officers was to be held in September.

It was considered that, so far, more detainees were agreeing to a custody visit under the new arrangements.

An evaluation of the pilot scheme is to be undertaken in June 2008.

4.
CUSTODY VISITING TRAINING SEMINAR – 23 JUNE 2007

The above training seminar was held in Gateshead Civic Centre. The initial feedback was that it had been an interesting and worthwhile event.

It was commented that the projector screen should have been higher, handouts should be distributed when the presentations were being given and greater time should be allowed for questions.

5.
ICVA UPDATE

Mac Hardy reported on the recent ICVA away day for executive committee members to identify and clarify expectations over the next three years.

The current Home Office funding expires on 31 March 2008. It was agreed that ICVA should exist for at least three more years, the executive meetings be reviewed, the legal status be confirmed and a mission statement drafted.

The ICVA scheme administrators’ conference was held in Salford on 21-22 June. 

ICVA have introduced long service certificates for custody visitors, which it was suggested, could be adopted for the Authority’s scheme.

The ICVA website had been improved but a custody visitor volunteer with computer expertise was being sought.

6.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The above conference is to be held at Alton Towers on Saturday, 27 November. This year a delegate fee of £35 is to be introduced. The Authority has been allocated six places with a further four possible places should they be available.

All custody visitors are to be asked if they are interested in attending the conference.

7.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARIES

The custody visits summaries for April – June were circulated for information. Visits to Millbank, 29 June and North Shields, 9 May not included were to be investigated.

The entrance doors at Whickham were locked. The visit may have been made outside the front office opening hours. The outside phone should be used.

8.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) The current policy is that smoking is not allowed in any police premises. Smoking being allowed in the exercise yard at North Shields was to be investigated. The policy also includes Home Office prisoners housed in police cells.

(ii)
The holding of Home Office prisoners at Whickham had now ceased. Byker is to be refurbished to handle special category prisoners so Whickham will now be used as the overflow facility for Newcastle. 


(iii)
Chipped floor paint in cells is regularly reported by custody visitors. This is a special type of paint and the whole cell block would need to be closed to carry out continual repairs and this would not be cost effective.

(iv)
Custody visitors were being asked to sign in and receive an identity badge at Millbank. This was causing delays and contravening regulations. This was to be investigated further.

(v)
Details of Member representation on the custody visiting panels were to be circulated to the co-ordinators.

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Wednesday, 17 October 2007 at 5.30pm

