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COUNCIL MEETING
11 DECEMBER 2008

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 6 NOVEMBER 2008

HELD AT KINGSMEADOW COMMUNITY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR M CHAPLIN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, D Boyes, CA Bradley, M Brain, 

N Callender, A E I Chatto, B Coates, W Dick, P Dillon, K Dodds, C Donovan, F Donovan, J Eagle, M Gannon, 

B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, M W Graham, T Graham, 

J Hamilton, M F Henry, M Hood, S K King, J Lee, 

P J Maughan, J McClurey, J McElroy, C McHatton, 

P McNally, M McNestry, Y McNicol, P Mole, R D Napier, 

B Oliphant, M Ord, B Richmond, N Rippeth, P Ronan, 

S Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, J C Wallace and M Wallace

Reverend Keith Teasdale gave an opening address and Barbara Rouse, Head Teacher, Kingsmeadow Community Comprehensive School welcomed the Council to the School.
The Mayor thanked the school for their hospitality in hosting the Council meeting.
CL/52
MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 18 September 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of K Dodds in the attendance list.

CL/53

INVESTING IN OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
The Cabinet Member with responsibility for Children and Young People gave an update in relation to investment in schools and young people across the borough.  

CL/54
COUNCILLORS

The Leader of the Council updated the Council on the absence of Councillors Bollands, Haley and Mearns due ill health. 

CL/55
CHOPWELL CHILDREN’S CENTRE
It was noted that Chopwell Children’s Centre opened on the site of Chopwell Primary School on 26 September 2008.
CL/56

OPEN UNIVERSITY
It was noted that the new Open University Regional Office has opened at Baltic Business Quarter.  The Council welcomed the university to Gateshead and wished them every success for the future.
CL/57

VULNERABLE YOUNG PEOPLE PROJECT

Gateshead have been selected to receive a share of £13m to set up an Intensive Intervention Project, which will see the Council, with the support of Barnardo’s North East, working to prevent the most vulnerable young people from getting into situations, which could have potentially damaging consequences for their future.
CL/58

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AWARD
It was announced that Lobley Hill Primary School has received an International School Award for its outstanding efforts in educating pupils about other cultures.  The school were congratulated on receiving this award.
CL/59

A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY
It was announced that Gateshead Council, with the support of Northumbrian Water and Hemmingway Design, would submit an entry into the 2009 Chelsea Flower Show display.  It was noted that pupils from Kingsmeadow Community Comprehensive School have been involved in the design process. 

CL/60
PRESENTATION ON THE WORK OF GATESHEAD COUNCIL IN THE INNER WEST OF THE BOROUGH
Derek Coates, Strategic Director, Finance and ICT gave a presentation on the work of Gateshead Council in the Inner West of the Borough.

CL/61
PETITIONS

Petitions were submitted to the Council as follows:

Councillor P Dillon
- 
Petition from residents objecting to the opening of a new exit from Kingsmeadow School at the bottom of Park Terrace.


-
Petition from residents, adding to the petition outlined above, suggesting an alternative route that residents approve.

Councillor D Boyes 
-
Petition against the siting of the proposed swimming 

pool development on the land opposite Laburnum Avenue 

Councillor D Boyes    -
Petition on behalf of residents in Stephenson Way, 

(submitted on behalf 
Blaydon, requesting an extension to their car park

of Councillor Osborne)

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
CL/62
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Andrew Napier, Kingsmeadow School, asked the following question:
‘Now that two schools share the main gate of our school, we have major concerns about pupil safety.  Apart from Scholars buses, there are now many more parents parking to pick up children, also the traffic lights at the bottom of Dunston Bank often cause a backlog of traffic making 'road crossing' dangerous.

Would the Council consider improving road safety by installing a pelican crossing or implementing some other form of road safety strategies in the near future?’
Councillor J McElroy responded to the question.

Mrs Jamieson of Whickham submitted the following question, which was read out by the Chief Executive:

‘What plans do the Council have to recycle plastic waste from households, e.g. food packaging, food containers etc, in view of the concern regarding these items going into landfill, as they do at present time? And how soon?’

Councillor McNestry responded to the question

CL/63
INDEPENDENT MEMBERS TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
The Council considered the recommendation of the Standards Committee to appoint Mr Anthony Atkinson as an additional member of the Committee.

RESOLVED -
That Mr Anthony Atkinson be approved as an additional independent member to the Standards Committee.
CL/64

CORPORATE CAPITAL STRATEGY
The Corporate Capital Strategy was presented to the Council for consideration.

RESOLVED -
That the Corporate Capital Strategy be approved

CL/65
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2008/09 – SECOND QUARTER REVIEW
A report was presented to the Council detailing the variations to the Capital Programme 2008/09.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the variations to the 2008/09 capital programme 

be approved, and that this be agreed as the revised programme;

(ii) That the phasing of schemes funded by capital receipts continues to be managed by the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT following consultation with the appropriate Group or Strategic Director in order to reduce expenditure by £4m in 2008/09;

(iii) That the short term borrowing to meet the projected funding gap be noted;

(iv) That the financing of the revised programme be agreed;

(v)
That it be confirmed that none of the approved Prudential Indicators set for 2008/09 have been breached.
CL/66
MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY
The Council were asked to consider the Medium Term Financial Strategy covering the period 2009/10 to 2011/12.

RESOLVED -
That the Medium Term Financial Strategy for 2009/10 to 2011/12, including the revised principles outlined in the report, be approved.
CL/67
REPORT OF THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/68
NOTICE OF MOTION
Councillor M Henry moved the following motion:

‘This Council notes that thanks to investment in the NHS there are 5000 more GPs and 4000 more practice nurses than in 1997, and welcomes the Government’s intention to accept the recommendations of the Darzi Review

a) to provide 152 additional GP health centres, one in each Primary Care Trust Area, complementing, and not replacing, existing GP provision, and providing a wide range of GP, diagnostic and other services open 12 hours a day all year

b) ensuring that at least half of all GP practices offer extended opening hours in evenings and/or during weekends

c) to establish at least 50 additional GP practices in under-served areas.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.

CL/69

NOTICE OF MOTION
Councillor RG Stanaway moved the following motion:

‘This Council welcomes the coming into law, with cross party support, of the Sustainable Communities Act, and requests the Chief Executive to report to Cabinet on the opportunities this may provide to support small businesses in Gateshead, and in particular the sustaining or re-opening of local post offices.’

Councillor M Henry moved the following amendment:

After “Cabinet” delete all and insert as follows:

‘on its implications and on the opportunities it may provide for the delivery of Vision 2030, the Gateshead Agreement and the Council’s Corporate Plan for the widest impact and benefits to the Borough (for example public transport improvements, support to businesses and ensuring environmental sustainability).’

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.

The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘This Council welcomes the coming into law, with cross party support, of the Sustainable Communities Act, and requests the Chief Executive to report to Cabinet on its implications and on the opportunities it may provide for the delivery of Vision 2030, the Gateshead Agreement and the Council’s Corporate Plan for the widest impact and benefits to the Borough (for example public transport improvements, support to businesses and ensuring environmental sustainability).’
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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