NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 



25 MARCH 2008 

ISSUES FROM THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1.
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 To inform the Committee of recent issues highlighted by the Standards Board for England.

2.
STANDARDS BOARD BULLETINS

2.1 Since the last meeting of the Committee, two news bulletins has been issued by the Standards Board for England as attached in appendix to the report.

3. SEVENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES

3.1
It has been confirmed that this year’s annual assembly is to be held on 13 - 14 October 2008 at the International Convention Centre in Birmingham. 

4.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND INVESTIGATIONS

4.1
There have been no new cases publicised by the Standards Board involving Members of Police Authorities since the last meeting of the Committee. 

5.
LOCAL ASSESSMENT TRAINING EXERCISE

5.1
The Standards Board for England has published a training exercise for Standards Committees, which aims to prepare them for when they become responsible for assessing Code of Conduct complaints and deciding whether action needs to be taken.

5.2
The training exercise consists of a range of anonymised complaints dealt with by the Standards Board for England. Each case includes a set of papers submitted by a complainant and a summary of each complaint. There are also two appeal cases to give practice at operating the appeals mechanism. 

5.3
 The aim is for Standards Committees to decide what action, if any, they would take in relation to the complaint.

5.4
Decisions on the cases that reflect what action the Standards Board for England might have taken in relation to each complaint have also been provided. These will be revealed after the Standards Committee has completed the exercise.

6.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

7.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

7.1
It is considered the report has no human rights implications.

8.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

8.1
There are no additional risk implications arising directly from the report although members’ Code of Conduct issues supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority. 
9.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1
There are no financial implications arising from the report.

10.
RECOMMENDATION

10.1 The Committee is requested to 

(i) Note the report.

(ii)
Agree to use the Standards Board for England’s training

exercise as part of the Committee Members’ development at future meetings.

