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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

25 MARCH 2008

PRESENT:

Mrs M E MacArdle (Chair)




Councillors Foster, Napier, Shepherd and Thompson and




Mr Brown and Dr Snape

APOLOGY:

Mrs Drury

8.
MINUTES


RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 

9 October 2007 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

9.
INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE


In accordance with the Local Government Act 2000, the Authority established a Standards Committee comprising six Members of the Authority and two Independent Members (Minute 124 – 2000/01).


Mrs M E MacArdle was subsequently appointed as the Independent Chair of the Standards Committee and Dr C Snape as the second Independent Member (minutes 208 – 2000/01 and 31- 2002/03) and, following an appointment process, they were re-appointed for a four year period ending 31 March 2007 (minute 95 – 2003/04). Mrs MacArdle’s term of office was extended to 31 March 2009 and Dr Snape’s to 31 March 2008 (minute 116 - 2006/07).

It is proposed that the vacancy for the Independent Member of the Standards Committee, from 1 April 2008, be advertised throughout the Authority’s area. The proposed advertisement, information booklet and application form were submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the arrangements for the appointment

of an Independent Member of the Standards Committee as outlined be approved.

(ii) That the Chief Executive be authorised to undertake the necessary appointment arrangements.

(iii) That a further report on the outcome of the appointment process be submitted to the Authority for confirmation.


10.
ORDERS AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS IN ENGLAND


Part 10 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 provides for a revised ethical conduct regime for local government based on the principles of proportionate decision-making on conduct issues by local authorities.


The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) is making arrangements for these provisions to come into effect in Spring 2008 and has sought the views of Authorities on how the detailed rules should work in practice. 

Whilst all Authorities were invited to respond to the CLG consultation document, the Association of Police Authorities’ (APA) corporate response was submitted.

The CLG is also to undertake separate consultation on amendments to the instruments setting out the general principles which govern the Code of Conduct for Members and the model Code of Conduct, which Members are required to follow.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the CLG consultation document      and APA response be noted.

(ii) That a further report be submitted when the CLG’s final report is published and a special meeting of the Committee be arranged if necessary.

(iii) That the CLG’s further consultation on the instruments governing the conduct of Members and the model Code of Conduct be noted.  

11.
ISSUES FROM THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

The latest news bulletins issued by the Standards Board for England were submitted.

The seventh annual assembly of Standards Committees is to be held on 13 - 14 October 2008 at the International Convention Centre in Birmingham. 

There have been no new cases publicised by the Standards Board for England involving Members of Police Authorities since the last meeting of the Committee. 

The Standards Board for England has published a training exercise for Standards Committees, which aims to prepare them for when they become responsible for assessing Code of Conduct complaints and deciding whether action needs to be taken.

The training exercise consists of a range of anonymised complaints dealt with by the Standards Board for England. Each case includes a set of papers submitted by a complainant and a summary of each complaint. There are also two appeal cases to give practice at operating the appeals mechanism. 


 The aim is for Standards Committees to decide what action, if any, they would take in relation to the complaint.


Decisions on the cases that reflect what action the Standards Board for England might have taken in relation to each complaint have also been provided. These will be revealed after the Standards Committee has completed the exercise.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the Standards Board for England’s training exercise be used as part of the Committee Members’ development and joint training with other Authorities be considered.

