
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

18 March 2008

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, MW Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C336
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 4 March 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C338
WARD SCHEMES 2008


Consideration has been given to the funding of a number of ward schemes across 
the borough from the Gateshead Development Pool.


RESOLVED - 
That the expenditure on the schemes identified in appendix 2, 



be approved.


The above decision has been made to support the Council’s commitment to 
supporting local initiatives.

C339
GRANTS AND AWARDS


Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on applications for grant support in 2007/08.


RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory 





Group on the applications for grant support in 2007/08 




as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.

C340
HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE REVENUE PROGRAMME 2008/09



Consideration has been given to a programme of revenue maintenance schemes in 
2008/09.

 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of revenue highway maintenance 





schemes for 2008/09, be approved.






(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 





authorised to award the relevant works to the Group 






Director, Local Environmental Services under the terms 





of the Highways, Drainage and Streetlighting 







Maintenance contract, and the balance to the annual 






surfacing contractor. 




(iii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 





Services be authorised to advertise and make any 





temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary 




during the works.


The above decision has been made to continue to address the backlog of 
deterioration of residential streets throughout the borough.

C341
TENDERS, SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES

Consideration has been given to a tender shortlist, acceptance of tenders for 
several contracts and to a scheme and estimate.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following companies be included in the 




invitation to tender for the contract for Network 





Technologies: 

· Affiniti, Wakefield

· Alfred McAlpine IT Services, Cheshire

· British Telecom, London

· Hewlett-Packard Limited (UK), Livingstone

· IT Professional Services Limited, Tyne and Wear

· Logicalis, Berkshire

· NTL Telewest Busines, Hook

· Seimens Enterprise Communications Limited, Milton Keynes






(ii)
That the tender from Reay Security Limited for the 






provision of security support services, as set out in 






appendix 2 to the report, be accepted.






(iii)
That the tender from Gateshead Voluntary Organisation 





Council (GVOC) for the provision of a host organisation 





of the Gateshead Local Involvement Network (LINk), as 





set out in appendix 3 to the report, be accepted.






(iv)
That the scheme and estimated cost of the proposed 






resources room and new main entrance to High Spen 






Primary School, in the sum of £412,000 as set out in 






appendix 4 to the report, be approved and that the 






Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 






authorised to negotiate a tender with the Group Director, 





Local Environmental Services for the works.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) A comprehensive evaluation of the pre-qualification questionnaires received has been undertaken in respect of resolution (i).

(B) A comprehensive evaluation of the tenders received has been undertaken and the tenders recommended in (ii) and (iii) above are the most economically advantageous submitted.

(C) The scheme in (iv) above, has been identified as a priority in the Education Asset Management Plan and the negotiation of a tender with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services is in accordance with the Council’s policy on the commissioning of capital works.


(Councillor Mole declared a personal and prejudicial interest in resolution (iii) 
because he represents the Council on the Management Committee of GVOC and 
withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration). 

C342
COUNCIL TAX AND NATIONAL NON DOMESTIC RATES – TRANSFER OF 
UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances from Council 
Tax and National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR), where all possible recovery action 
has been taken and the balances are now considered to be uncollectable.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the transfer of 698 accounts in respect of Council 



Tax balances totalling £268,697.42 be approved.

(i) That the transfer of 228 accounts of NNDR totalling £243,040.53 be approved.




(iii)
That the action taken by the Strategic Director, Finance 



and ICT under delegated powers in transferring 3081 




accounts totalling £121,832.22 in respect of Council Tax 



and 50 accounts totalling £3,153.26 in respect of NNDR 



be noted.

The above decisions have been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C343
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT 2008/09 TO 2010/11


Consideration has been given to the proposed Treasury Policy Statement and Strategy for 2008/09 to 2010/11.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Treasury 




Policy Statement and Strategy for 2008/09 to 2010/11 as set 



out in appendix 2 to the report.



The above decision has been made for the following reason:



To ensure that the Council fully complies with the requirements of good practice as recommended by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) in its Code of Practice on Treasury Management and its Prudential Code for Capital and the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), Guidance on local authority investments.





C344
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances in excess of £300 from certain miscellaneous income accounts where all recovery possible recovery action has been taken and the balances are now considered to be uncollectable.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the action taken by the Strategic Director, Finance 




and ICT under delegated powers in transferring 347 





accounts totalling £8,807.15, be noted.





(ii)
That the transfer of balances on 97 accounts, totalling 




£134,580.16 be approved. 

The above decisions have been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources. 

C345
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE RATE FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER 
HOUSING ACT, 1985


Consideration has been given to making the statutory declaration of the local 
authority interest rate for the six-month period commencing 1 April 2008.

RESOLVED - 
That the interest rate to be charged on local authority 




mortgages granted under the Housing Act 1985 be declared as 


7.27%.


The above decision has been made to comply with the Housing Act 1985.

C346
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of a Local Authority School 
Governor to Carr Hill Primary School where a vacancy has arisen on the governing 
body, in accordance with Regulation 6 of The School Governance 
(Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003.


RESOLVED - 
That Mr Anthony Nicholson be appointed as a Local Authority 



School Governor on the Governing Body of Carr Hill Primary 



School for a period of four years from 18 March 2008.


The above decision has been made to fill a vacancy on the governing body.

C347
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to a proposed response to the Government’s consultation on Petitions and Calls for Action.


RESOLVED - 
That the response to the consultation be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response to the consultation.

C348
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for this meeting and entries on the Forward Plan/Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons set out in the 




report.

C349
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C350
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES AT HIGH STREET, GATESHEAD (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the acquisition of properties at High Street, 
Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the acquisition of 232/240, 348/354 and 272 High 




Street, Gateshead be approved.





(ii)
That the action taken by the Group Director, 






Development and Enterprise as a matter of urgency in 




acquiring 338 High Street be endorsed.


The above decisions have been made to further regeneration proposals for the 
Town Centre.

C351
PROPERTY TRANSACTION


Consideration has been given to the proposed surplus declaration of the former 
Housing Office, 576 Durham Road, Low Fell.


RESOLVED -
That the surplus declaration of the former Housing Office, 576 



Durham Road, Low Fell on the terms and conditions set out in 



the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to manage resources and the Council’s 
landholdings.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 20 March 2008
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