
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

13 November 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, C Donovan, MW Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C204
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 30 October 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C205
LOCAL AUTHORITY MANAGED CHILDREN’S CENTRE NURSERIES



Consideration has been given to proposals concerning the future of local authority managed children’s centre nurseries.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the development of a short-term plan to reduce the 



cost of providing the nurseries be approved, which will 



include:

· Standardisation of the fee structure of the seven nurseries in line with the average fees and terms and conditions in the private, voluntary and independent sectors.

· Benchmarking the salary sacrifice scheme with neighbouring authorities.

· Reviewing staffing structures and implementing options that will lead to reduced costs.

· Implementation of a staged process of cost reductions including capping registration numbers and central control of budgets.





(ii)
That the development of a Childcare Sufficiency Plan 




that will be written as a three year strategic plan with a 



vision and key objectives and which will be based on a 



current demand-side survey and a supply-side audit of 



existing provision be approved.



(iii)
That a further report be submitted, following analysis of 



the Childcare Sufficiency Plan, which will include 




proposals for the future of the seven Children’s Centre 



Nurseries that will form part of an overall development 



plan for childcare services for Gateshead families and 



employers.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that there is choice of childcare provision for all parents and children including group care and that provided by childminders.

(B) 
To ensure that the childcare is affordable and fully 
accessible and of high quality.

(C) 
To ensure that education and childcare services 
are fully integrated and can provide a high quality 
early years foundation curriculum for all children 
attending.

C206
FORMER AUCTION MART, CRAWCROOK INTERIM POLICY ADVICE


Consideration has been given to interim policy advice for the site of the former 
Auction Mart, Crawcrook, which has been the subject of consultation with all 
interested parties.
RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve and adopt the 


interim policy advice as set out in appendix 2 to the report.


The above decision has been made to amplify and clarify the mixed-use policy in 
the Unitary Development Plan and to guide development on the site. 
C207
GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: ADOPTION OF 
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 


Consideration has been given to the adoption of the Statement of Community 
Involvement document as part of the new Local Development Framework process.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve and adopt the 

Statement of Community Involvement document as set out in 

appendix 2 to the report.



 


The above decision has been made to facilitate the production of the new 
Gateshead Local Development Framework.

C208
REVIEW OF FITNESS SUITE PRICING


Consideration has been given to a revised pricing structure and payment methods 
for fitness suites and other activities within leisure facilities.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 






revised pricing structure for fitness suite inductions and 





activity packages as detailed in appendix 3 to the report 





with effect from 1 January 2008.






(ii)
That the Council be recommended to agree that the 






payment method for activity packages be by direct debit.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to provide a flexible 
pricing structure to encourage greater levels of attendance within the fitness suites 
and other facilities.

C209
REVIEW OF INCREASING DEMOCRATIC INVOLVEMENT IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to the findings and recommendations of the 
Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s Review of Increasing 
Democratic Involvement in Gateshead.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the analysis of evidence and findings as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be noted.





(ii)
That the recommendations from the Corporate Vitality 




Overview and Scrutiny Committee as set out in appendix 




2 be endorsed subject to the inclusion of the following 




action point in the action plan:






‘8.
Promote involvement in all forms of decision 






making that impact on the local community.







By December 2008 we will:

· Look at the mechanisms we have in place to 





promote involvement in all forms of decision 





making across the borough.’


The above decisions have been made to ensure that democratic involvement is 
promoted effectively in Gateshead.

C210
ANNUAL EFFICIENCY STATEMENT – MID YEAR UPDATE 2007/08

Consideration has been given to the Annual Efficiency Statement – Mid Year Update 2007/08.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Annual Efficiency Statement – Mid Year Update 



be approved for submission to the Department for 




Communities and Local Government.





(ii)
That the Update be referred to the Corporate Vitality 




Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

The above decision has been made because the Council is required to demonstrate that it is on course for achieving its Central Government target for efficiency gains for the year 2007/08.

C211
DRAFT RIVERSIDE PARK STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the proposal to consult on the draft Riverside Park 
Strategy.

RESOLVED - 
That the draft Riverside Park Strategy as set out in appendix 2 


to the report be approved for public consultation.


The above decision has been made to ensure that there is full consultation on the 
Strategy, which will guide decision-making in respect of improvement and 
management of the park and also provide clear strategic justification for future 
funding bids in respect of the park.

C212
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be approved.

· Recycle on the Go – Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

· Census 2011 ‘Counting the Population’ – Department for Communities and Local Government 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses to the consultations.

C213
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School Governors to Schools where there is a vacancy on the Governing Body.



RESOLVED - 
That the following appointments of Local Authority School 




Governors be approved for a period of four years with effect 




from 13 November 2007.

· Mr Mark Armstrong – Dunston Hill Primary School

· Mr Peter Williams – Sacred Heart RC Primary School


The above decision has been made to ensure School Governing Bodies have full membership.

C214
TYNE AND WEAR FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE – DIVERSITY TASK GROUP


Consideration has been given to nominating a Councillor to serve on the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service Diversity Task Group.


RESOLVED
-
That Councillor Eagle be nominated to serve on the Diversity 



Task Group.


The above decision has been made so that a person independent of the Fire and Rescue Authority can bring a further level of scrutiny and experience to the work of the group.

C215
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.


The above decision has been taken to keep Cabinet informed of the progress of petitions.

C216
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for this meeting and entries on the Forward Plan/Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons set out in the 




report.

C217
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C218
SOUTH TYNE AND WEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP – OUTLINE 
BUSINESS CASE (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the submission of the South Tyne and Wear 
Waste Management Partnership (STWWMP) Outline Business Case to the 
Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) seeking financial 
support through the Private Finance Initiative.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That for illustrative purposes only, the two reference 





cases as detailed in the report be approved as the best-




modelled technologies for the residual waste facility.




(ii)
That the availability of indicative sites for the strategic 



waste facility within the partnership boundary be 



approved.  

(iii) That the Council be recommended to:

(a)
agree to proceed at this stage with a PFI 
procurement on the basis of the affordability 
range detailed in the report and confirm the 

Council’s commitment to meet the affordability 
gap detailed in the report.  

(b)
agree that as the real proposal is developed and 
the individual Council affordability gaps change 
as a result of the reapportionment of costs 
between Partners, to give a commitment to 
meeting the revised affordability gap and resulting 
reallocation of costs up to a level that would still 
provide significant financial benefit than the do 
minimum option.





(c)
agree that a PFI Outline Business Case for the 




STWWMP be submitted to Defra.


  
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the long-term management of 
waste.

(B) 
To facilitate further progress towards a 
partnership with the aim of a joint 
procurement exercise.

(C) 
To enable the Outline Business Case to be 
formally approved by government for 
progression to the next phase of the PFI 
process.

C219
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the demolition of the following Council owned 





property on the terms and conditions detailed in 





appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

· Former Depot and Car park, Elgin Centre




(ii)
That the following new lease be approved on the terms 



and conditions set out in appendix 2 to the report :

· Land adjacent to Lord Lawson of Birtley School, Birtley – Birtley Athletics Club 

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 14 November 2007
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