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COUNCIL MEETING

18 September 2008

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period August - September 2008.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

New Schools

In August, the final stage of the Council’s PFI construction project, in partnership with Pinnacle Schools, was completed, with the hand-over of Phase 2 of Kingsmeadow Comprehensive School and the new Dunston Hill Primary School on the same site. Both schools successfully completed the move into their new buildings at the beginning of September
Improvements at High Fell Plantation

Funding has been secured through Gateshead Community Safety Partnership’s Problem Solving Fund to carry out some improvements to High Fell Plantation, known locally as "The Dell".

Because of its secluded nature, the woodland has become a haven for groups of youths and adults indulging in the consumption of alcohol and drugs. The area has also been used for the tipping of garden and domestic waste and has consequently become a health and fire hazard and is subject to arson. Of late the area has also been subject to illegal motorbike disorder. 

It is proposed to clear fallen trees which are currently being used as seating in dens and to cut back trees and vegetation to make the woodland much lighter and safer for everyone to use. New pathways and steps will be installed to give a clear route throughout the woodlands and litter and fly tipping will be removed, as well as graffiti from the rear of the High Fell Social Club, which backs onto the area.

It is hoped that this work will be completed by March 2009.


Official Opening of Elisabethville Community House
Blaydon’s Member of Parliament, Dave Anderson opened the new community house in Elisabethville on 6th September 2008, which was also attended by the Mayor of Gateshead, Councillor Maureen Chaplin.

This new community building will offer new opportunities for community activity currently not available, whilst providing facilities for indoor leisure activities, and for other additional local services.  The project will also contribute to:

· Reducing anti social behaviour

· Reducing instances of criminal damage

· Reducing instances of graffiti 

· Further development of community cohesion 

· An increase in health awareness

· Further development of partnership working

· Improvement of local service delivery to meet local need

Future potential activities include:


· Training, counselling and business advice to encourage enterprise, to meet the urgent needs of local jobless

· A base for the provision of services to the community on an occasional basis, e.g. advice and health services

· Complement the work already being undertaken by Birtley Community Centre Youth Club and other locally based activity groups such as local football teams

· Health advice and cookery for young parents

· A young people’s homework space with coaching opportunities

· Keep-fit facilities

Stakeholders and service providers hope that this development will give the area a new focus and bring local young people and the community together.


3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Examination results
For the 12th year in succession, Gateshead’s young people have improved on the previous year’s GCSE results. More than three quarters (75.9%) of the Borough’s students taking GCSEs in 2008 were awarded five or more higher graded results (A*-C grades). This is an improvement of 4.2% on the 2007 results. The number attaining five or more higher grades including English and Maths rose by 0.7% to 46.2%. These figures remain provisional at this stage, but it is anticipated that Gateshead will again be one of the top-performing Councils in the Country for students achieving five or more good GCSEs.

This year’s A-level results also demonstrate the quality of our students and their schools, with more than 99% of those entered for A-level achieving a pass grade.

Ofsted Inspection of Schools

Ofsted has inspected most of our schools over the last 2 years and published their findings.  54 of the Council’s schools were found to be “good or better” (79% of those inspected). Of these, 17 were judged to be “Outstanding”.

Pathfinder Success

Gateshead is one of 18 successful local authorities chosen to be part of an £8.5million pathfinder for the Disadvantage Subsidy Grant.  

Two Extended Schools clusters will be taking part in the scheme - Hookergate and Thomas Hepburn.  These clusters were chosen because of high levels of disadvantage and rural issues.

The scheme will be launched in September and will last for 12 months. 

4. ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

Linkup
Linkup in Gateshead was a two-year project that was funded by the Department for Works and Pensions and ended in June 2008; however a number of schemes have been sustained through Council support. 

The project focused on improved access and service delivery to people aged 50+ through partnership working.  The Council worked with core partners including: Age Concern Gateshead; The Gateshead Housing Company; Pensions Service; Anchor Staying Put; Older Peoples Assembly; Tyne and Wear Fire Authority; Rowlands Gill and Chopwell Live at Home Schemes; Care Call and Promoting Independence Centres; Job Centre Plus and Warm Zone. 

Key achievements of the two years included:

· Age Concern Gateshead - through Activeage, Good Companions and TimeBanks Volunteering - delivered information to 62,500 contacts. 

· Safetyworks made over 5000 contacts through 280 sessions on fire and community safety.

· Community Health Initiatives made 3000 contacts across Gateshead through community sessions. 

· In September 2007, the Older Peoples Forum became the Older Peoples Assembly and extended its membership from 750 to just under 1900 members.

· Linkup in Gateshead website established a Communication and Information Network

· A Link Up DVD will be used to develop a podcast, which will be accessible on the Council website. 

· Through the local pension service, Community Care Grants have been promoted and there has been an increased uptake of this benefit

· BME communities requested a trades register.  This has commenced and is being developed throughout 2008 through Trading Standard’s Charter Mark scheme

· Local and national learning will be incorporated into a refresh of the 'Opportunity Age' later this year.

5. ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Current Affordable Housing/Supported Housing Projects 2008/09

· Partnership working with Tyneside Cyrenians and South Tyneside Council has resulted in a successful bid of £750,000 to provide a direct access hostel in Gateshead, with linked sports facilities for homeless people. This facility will provide both accommodation and life support for homeless people to increase self-esteem and help people to improve their future life chances.           

· Two Castles Housing Association are developing five three-bedroom houses for rent at Florence Street, Blaydon with support from Gateshead Council. These are due for completion by December 2008. 

· Three Rivers Housing Association are redeveloping their supported unit for homeless people at St Bedes, High Fell.  The building was previously a 27- bed-sit unit with shared amenities, the building is being redeveloped to provide 15 self-contained flats.  This project will be completed by December 2008 and will provide temporary housing and support for young people.

· Isos Housing Association will develop six three-bedroom houses for rent from January 2009 as part of the redevelopment of Bleach Green.

6. SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

Green Flag Status

The Council retained its two existing Green Flags at Saltwell Park and Derwent Walk Country Park and gained an additional two Green Flag sites at Watergate Forest Park and Bill Quay Community Farm.  The official presentations took place in Liverpool on the 24 July 2008.
7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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