
[image: image1.png]





COUNCIL MEETING
18 SEPTEMBER 2008

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 24 July 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR M CHAPLIN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Boyes, C A Bradley, M Brain, N Callender, B Coates, W Dick, P Dillon, C Donovan, F Donovan, J Eagle, K Ferdinand, P Foy, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, M W Graham, T Graham, 

J S Green, L Green, J Hamilton, M F Henry, F Hindle, 

S K King, J Lee, P J Maughan, J McElroy, C McHatton, 

P McNally, M McNestry, J I Mearns, D Napier, B Oliphant, B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, P Ronan, S Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace, M Wallace and K Wood

CL/19
MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Special meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 12 June 2008 and the Council meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 12 June 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/20

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS LIST 2008
The Council congratulated Ann Ruddick and Robert Boustead who have been awarded MBE’s in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2008.
CL/21
4PS AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 2008 – SOUTH TYNESIDE AND GATESHEAD BSF PROJECT
The Mayor announced that the Council along with South Tyneside Council has been recognised for its joint working arrangements on the Building Schools for the Future project.  An award has been presented to the Council by 4Ps, in recognition of the significant achievement made by both Councils.

CL/22

EQUALITY MARK AWARDS
It was announced that the Council were awarded the Equality Mark in recognition of its work to promote equality and diversity. The Council received the silver award at Level 3 of the Equality Standard, recognising achievement in its policies and practice to promote fairness.  

CL/23

APPOINTMENTS



Nominations were received in relation to a number of vacancies.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That Councillor B Osborne be appointed as 

Vice Chair of the Healthier Communities OSC

(ii) That Councillor I Patterson be appointed to Special Appointments Committee

(iii)
That Councillor M Ord be appointed to the Personnel Appeals Committee.
CL/24
PRESENTATION BY MELANIE LAWS, ASSOCIATION OF NORTH EAST COUNCIL

Melanie Laws gave a presentation to the Council on the work that ANEC are currently involved in across the region.

CL/25

PETITIONS
Petitions were received as follows:

Councillors P Dillon – 
Petition asking for a multi games area at the drop-in for use by the community and young people of Dunston.

Councillor M McNestry - 
Petition against the closure of Treetops Children’s Nursery.

Councillor D Boyes-
Petition objecting to the closure of Felling Neighbourhood Nursery.

Councillor I Rippeth -
Petition against double parking in Ryton.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.

CL/26

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Karen Crozier, the parent of a child at Felling Neighbourhood Nursery, asked the following question:
‘Parents will not take the risk of putting their children through this process again.  Should parents take the option of using another Sure Start facility, given the fact that the deficits will certainly continue, can you provide confirmation that we will not be forced to go through this process again and that the future of the remaining nurseries is guaranteed?’

Councillor C Donovan responded to the question:

‘All nursery providers are subject to market requirements and would be unable to give guarantees that changes in provision will not be made in the future.  The nurseries provided by the local authority are no different and whilst the council is doing everything it can to support their sustainability it too has to respond to market forces.’
CL/27
GATESHEAD CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN REVIEW AND ANNUAL PERFORMANCE
Consideration was given to the Children and Young People’s Plan Review and Annual Performance.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the submission of the Plan and Self Assessment 

to Ofsted be endorsed

(ii) That the Group Director, Learning and Children following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People be authorised to agree any final necessary amendments to each documents prior to submission to Ofsted.
CL/28
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BOROUGH-WIDE CONTROL OF STREET TRADING


Consideration was given to the implementation of a borough wide control of Street Trading.
RESOLVED -
That   the final version of the Policy and Schedule of Fees be endorsed.
CL/29

CAPITAL MONITORING AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS
The Council were asked to consider the Capital Monitoring and Prudential Indicators for 2008/09.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the variations to the 2008/09 capital programme 

and the revised programme be agreed.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT following consultation with the appropriate Group or Strategic Director be authorised to agree the phasing of schemes funded by capital receipts, in order to reduce expenditure by £4M in 2008/09.

(iii)
That the financing of the revised programme be approved.

(iv)
That the Council confirms that capital expenditure and capital financing requirement indicators have been revised in line with the revised budget and that none of the other approved Prudential Indicators set for 2008/09 have been breached.
CL/30
ANNUAL REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE
Consideration was given the annual review of performance.

RESOLVED -
That the content of the Annual Review of Performance for 2007/08 be approved.

CL/31
LOCAL AUTHORITY MANAGED CHILDREN’S CENTRE NURSERIES
Consideration has been given to the proposals for the future management of the local authority managed Children’s Centre Nurseries.  

Councillor C Donovan moved the following:

‘That the Council approve the preferred option, arising from the review, for the future management of local authority managed Children’s Centre Nurseries; including the addition made by Cabinet, that a further report be submitted to Cabinet and Council as appropriate on implementation of the proposals’.

Councillor F Hindle proposed the following amendment:

Delete all and replace with:

‘Council notes the report and resolves to defer a decision until Autumn 2009 to enable full consultation with parents, and to give time for parents and staff to make appropriate transition arrangements’.
On the amendment being put it was defeated.

The original motion was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.

The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘That the Council approve the preferred option, arising from the review, for the future management of local authority managed Children’s Centre Nurseries; including the addition made by Cabinet, that a further report be submitted to Cabinet and Council as appropriate on implementation of the proposals’.
CL/32
PROVISIONAL WORK PROGRAMMES – OSCS
Consideration was given to the provisional work programmes for Overview and Scrutiny Committees for 2008/09.

RESOLVED -
That the provisional work programmes be agreed

CL/33
REPORT OF THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/34

NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor McNestry moved the following motion:

‘This Council supports the campaigns to keep open post offices in Allerdene, Blackhall Mill, Crook Hill, Sheriff Hill, Sunderland Road and Winlaton Mill.

Further, we question the methodology used to identify the offices selected for closure, a methodology that lacked any consultation of those with local knowledge and excluded this Council and local members until the list had been drawn up.

Post Offices are vital to the communities they serve and we believe that damage done to local communities by post office closures could be severe, and could affect the viability of small shops that provide post office facilities, along with other important local provision.

This Council calls on partners and elected representatives in Gateshead to work for the retention of Post Office facilities.

We also request that the matter be referred to the appropriate Overview and Scrutiny Committee of the Council and that the Chief Executive makes the views expressed in this motion know to the Post Office Network and the Borough’s MPs.

This Council further requests Post Office Network to take note of this motion and subsequently modify their proposals for Gateshead’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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