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COUNCIL MEETING

24 July 2008

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period June - July 2008.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Gateshead’s Year of Volunteers

The Council, in conjunction with Gateshead Volunteer Centre and Gateshead Voluntary Organisations Council (GVOC), organised a week of activities in Saltwell Park during National Volunteers Week (1st to 7th June), centred around a large marquee next to the boating lake.  The event celebrated existing volunteering and aimed to recruit new volunteers.  

Over 50 community and voluntary groups attended the week, to either manage a stall in the Marquee or promote their organisation elsewhere in the park. Activities included floral art demonstrations, ‘Find a Funder’ presentations for community groups, a Volunteering accreditation workshop, Pre-School Learning Alliance activities for under 5’s, model power boat demonstrations, and multi sports activities including archery and football.  The week also saw a performance from The Lawnmowers Independent Theatre Company and performances from several local bands, including Ambershift and The Ramsays, who played 30 minute sets in the Bandstand.

Further events and activities for Year of Volunteers will be planned for the rest of the year.

Angel of the North – Birthday celebrations

From January 2008, over 2000 local people have taken part in workshops, events and activities across Gateshead to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Angel of the North. The Council has worked with partners from across the region including BALTIC, The Sage Gateshead, Tyneside Cinema, Seven Stories, Dance City, Live Theatre and Generator. The resulting programme has included the commissioning of four films, animations, two exhibitions, a Late Show event, a dance piece, an Angel Proms concert, a youth theatre performance, the Angel Symposium and over 100 workshops.

The celebrations culminated in a party at the site for all ages on Sunday 22 June. Party bags were given away to the first 1000 children at the. The programme included arts workshops, exhibitions, street theatre, music, a series of short films, food, theatre, storytelling, sport, angel gifts and site decoration. Unfortunately the event had to be cut short half-way through due to very high winds. However, feedback from visitors who attended on the day has been very positive and it is felt that overall the celebratory programme has been very successful.

Improvements to Gypsy and Traveller Site

The Council has been awarded £65,000 Gypsy and Traveller Unit of Communities and Local Government to improve living conditions on the Baltic Road Gypsy and Traveller site. The funding will be used to refurbish existing facilities, and blocks will be extended to provide a larger area for food preparation and cooking. 

Works commenced this month and are likely to last for approximately 8 weeks. On completion, Gateshead will have one of the best Gypsy and Traveller sites in the country.

3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Children National Star Awards 2008

Employees from the Youth and Community Learning Service and Gateshead Young Women’s Outreach Project, have won the My Space Youth Team of the Year Award.  Members of the team collected their award at a gala event held at Lloyds of London on Thursday 26 June.  The awards honour those people working to improve the lives of children and young people.

The team were nominated for their level of skill, professionalism and creativity in engaging young women, often on the margins of our society, in empowering learning programmes.  Examples of how the project was special and stood out included:
· Having a creative approach to work

· Taking services out to young mothers in a rural part of the Borough 

· Working with Partners to use a local allotment project for health, wellbeing and environmental use 

· Enlisting the support of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award to take young mothers and babies in backpacks on expedition training

· A Friendly Welcoming Atmosphere

· Vitally important to the young women who use this project, especially on a first visit
· Happy, positive, friendly staff, from admin workers through to project lead

· Partnerships with other service providers are strongly encouraged and developed

· Young Women Participating at all Levels of the Organisation

· Young women are key players in the management and operation of the project at all levels 

· Young women are advocates for the project, speaking at conferences, meeting dignitaries at the project, contributing to surveys/research 
· Young women acting as peer educators, in a range of issues from pregnancy to safe drinking.

4. ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

New Day Care Scheme for Older People
A new day care opportunity group for older people has been developed in Low Fell.  The scheme began in May and takes place every Tuesday in Underhills, which is part of the Cheviot Housing Association.  Support is given by Council employed domiciliary care staff and a member of staff from the older people’s mental health assessment team.  Community Psychiatric nurses will also give support to this group.

The lounge can accommodate up to 20 people, so growth of the service will be led by demand and provides a flexible approach to day opportunities, to support carers and reduce isolation.  A particular emphasis is on supporting people with dementia and depression.     

5. ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership and the City Development Company

There has been significant progress in the establishment of the City Development Company for Gateshead and Newcastle. The Company is being established to transform the performance of the NewcastleGateshead economy by delivery higher levels of economic growth.

The Company will drive forward the economy in a number of ways – through engagement with potential developers and investors – selling the opportunities, through alignment of public sector funding and private sector investment and championing key strategic economic projects.

One of the most influential figures in the worlds of politics and commerce has been appointed as Chair of the City Development Company. Former Housing Minister and Lord Chancellor, Lord Charlie Falconer will lead the new organisation.  In his previous role as Housing, Planning and Regeneration Minister, Lord Falconer played a significant role in the early establishment of Housing Market Renewal pathfinders and visited Gateshead on a number of occasions. 

The Company, whose parent partners are Gateshead Council, Newcastle City Council and One NorthEast is dedicated to attracting business to Gateshead and Newcastle, and growing businesses already here. 

Debt Advice Service Development
Due to the credit crunch, demand for Housing Services' Debt Advice service continues to grow unabated. In the first quarter of the current financial year, Housing Services have managed £1.03 million on behalf of clients, compared to £551,000 in the corresponding period last year, which equates to an increase of 87%, with an annual projected increase of 348%.

 

Monies gained on behalf of clients in 2006/7 were £365,760 (28% of the debt managed). In the first quarter of the current financial year clients have benefited from £715,488 to date with a further £373,073 expected by the end of quarter. This constitutes a 97% return from unclaimed income or "written off" debt.  Housing Services aim to expand and raise the profile of this service across the region, and recognition will be sought from the Department fro Communities and Local Government.

6. SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

AIRS (Access to Information and Reading Services)

AIRS team member Ann Ruddick has been awarded an MBE in The Queen's Birthday Honours List 2008 for services to visually impaired people in the North East. Ann has been blind from birth and during her long career has worked in teaching, the voluntary sector and, for the last five and a half years, as Information Assistant (Braille) in AIRS, helping local visually impaired people to access mainstream library and information services and supporting two visually impaired readers' groups.

Ann and her guide dog Pippa are a familiar sight at Prince Consort Road and the Central Library and she is always happy to offer help and advice to anyone about visual impairment. 

Pre-Games Paralympic Training Camp
Gateshead International Stadium and Gateshead Leisure Centre have now been classified as potential pre-games training camps for Paralympic sport. This follows the announcement in March that the venues had been selected as potential training camps for athletes competing at the London 2012 Olympics by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games.

Gym Mark

Gymnastics coaches at Dunston Activity Centre have obtained ‘Gym Mark’ Accreditation from British Gymnastics. It has taken over two years to obtain this nationally recognised accreditation.  Coaches worked through set criteria, which recognise that the club abides by the rules of the Governing Body of British Gymnastics.

Tyne and Wear Archives – Recent Acquisitions
Tyne and Wear Archives have successfully purchased two late 19th century photograph albums of the Spence family of North Shields, showing home life and holidays of a wealthy Quaker family. Some of the photographs will be used immediately in educational work on childhood in the past.

Tyne and Wear Archives were also successful in acquiring some items from the archive of Whitley Bay photographer (and inventor of the windscreen wiper) Gladstone Adams, which were mainly negatives and documentary material from his studio. 

In addition, gifted to the Service were the papers of Miroslav Sigmund, engineer, entrepreneur and inventor (1907-2004), a Czech refugee who established Sigmund Pumps in the Team Valley in 1939.

Local History Month 4 May - 31 May 2008
For the 6th year running, Local History Month in Gateshead was once again a success. This year, over 100 events were offered in venues throughout Gateshead. 

New partners this year included Beamish, who offered a large number of visits to local schools, as well as more traditional events for the public.  Activities ranged from walks and talks, to open days at venues such as Winlaton Forge. Overall, more than 2,700 people attended the events. 

7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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