
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

1 April 2008

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, MW Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns and Mole 
C352
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 18 March 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the date references in minute 339 being changed from ‘2007/08’ to ‘2008/09’. 

C353
GRANTS AND AWARDS


Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on applications for grant support in 2008/09.


RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory 





Group on the applications for grant support in 2008/09 




as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.

C354
BEST VALUE REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE



Consideration has been given to a summary of the Best Value implementation 
update and impact reports that have been considered by Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees (OSCs) in the past six months.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the OSCs be noted.






(ii)
That services are improving/have improved in the way 





the original review anticipated be endorsed. 




(iii)
That the improvements are having/have had the 





necessary impact on users, be endorsed.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) Adequate progress has been made against the implementation plans as confirmed by the relevant OSCs.

(B) The anticipated impacts have been achieved as confirmed by the relevant OSCs.

C355
AIREY HOUSES


Consideration has been given to the proposal for the Council, through The Gateshead Housing Company to develop costed proposals for building energy efficient homes in Kibblesworth to replace the Airey houses in that area. 

The alternative options to that recommended, but which have been discounted at 
this stage, included carrying out structural and decent homes work to the existing 
properties or demolishing them and replacing them with timber framed homes on 
existing foundations.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That through The Gateshead Housing Company the 




development of costed proposals for building new 




energy efficient homes in Kibblesworth to replace the 




existing Airey houses, be approved.






(ii)
That further consultation be carried out with residents 






regarding the proposals.


The above decisions have been made for the following reason:







(A)
This is the preferred option of the majority 






of affected tenants.







(B)
To ensure that the housing offer in 







Kibblesworth meets the needs and 







aspirations of local people and that 







investment helps to create cohesive and 






sustainable communities.

C356
THE VISION FOR ADULT SOCIAL CARE – ACTION PLAN


Consideration has been given to the action plan for implementing the Council’s 
Vision for Adult Social Care.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the action plan as set out in appendix 2 to the 




report be approved.

(ii) That the aims be designed and produced in appropriate formats and publicised through the Council’s website.




(iii)
That progress reports on the action plan be submitted to 



Cabinet twice yearly.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Council remains aspirational in enabling the best possible services for its vulnerable adults.

(B) To ensure that the Council has the opportunity to be ‘provider of choice’ for its vulnerable adults.

C357
GATESHEAD JOINT STRATEGIC NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2008-11


Consideration has been given to the Gateshead Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2008-11.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Gateshead Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 




(JSNA) 2008-11 be approved.

(ii) That the JSNA be refreshed in 2009.

(iii)
That the JSNA inform the commissioning intentions of 
Community Based Services and Children’s Services for 
2008/09.

(iv)
That progress reports on the JSNA be submitted to 
Cabinet as appropriate and as part of this process any 
views of the Healthier Communities Advisory Group 
should be considered on issues including reducing 
isolation and 
loneliness in older people and delivery of 
services, particularly acute services in the community.



The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that the Council’s and Primary Care 




Trust’s commissioning intentions are based on 




evidence of local need and effective interventions. 





(B)
To provide a clear set of strategic priorities 




related to health and inequalities in health for the 



members of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership. 








(C)
To ensure that Gateshead Council complies with 





the Local Government and Public Involvement in 





Health Act 2007.




C358
REGIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE DELIVERY OF CULTURAL SERVICES


Consideration has been given to a summary of the findings from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport’s regional commentary report on the Council’s delivery of Cultural Services.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the regional commentary conclusions and the joint 




development issues as set out in appendices 2 and 3 to 




the report, be noted.





(ii)
That the commentary and proposed joint development 




issues be referred to a meeting of the Sustainable 





Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee 




for consideration. 






(iii)
That a further report be submitted to Cabinet following 




consideration of the joint development issues by the 





above OSC.

The above decisions have been taken to ensure appropriate action is taken around areas for development.

C359
DRAFT BRETTS OILS DEVELOPMENT BRIEF


Consideration has been given to proposed public consultation on the draft Bretts Oil 
Development Brief covering the mixed-use site designated ‘MU9 – Pipewellgate’ in 
the adopted Unitary Development Plan.


The alternative option to that being recommended, which was discounted, included 
not having a development brief.

RESOLVED - 
That the draft Bretts Oil Development Brief as set out in 



appendix 2 to the report be approved for public consultation.


The above decision has been made to achieve the best possible redevelopment of the site in a manner that meets the Council’s aspirations for the Gateshead Quays.

C360
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to responses to several recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed.

· Comprehensive Performance Assessment and Comprehensive Area Assessment – Audit Commission - Appendix 1

· Regional Spatial Strategy – Government Office North East – Appendix 2


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses to the consultations.

C361
THE SKILLS PLEDGE


Consideration has been given to the Council’s commitment to the Skill’s Pledge, the national initiative led by the Learning and Skills Council, where a company or organisation pledges to support the development of its entire workforce to a minimum of a full Level 2 qualification and to develop the workforce’s basic skills, including literacy and numeracy.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the skills development of the Council’s entire 




workforce to a minimum of a full Level 2 qualification 




(equivalent to 5 GCSEs grade A-C,) so as to enhance 



and develop the workforce’s basic skills, including 




literacy and numeracy be supported.


(ii) That the Council publicly announce this commitment through signing up to the Skills Pledge.

(iii) That the Council liaise with other public services to co-ordinate a joint taking of the Skills Pledge.


(iv) That through the signing up process, the Council actively encourages and supports all Gateshead’s employers to commit to training their workforce to gain a qualification in basic literacy and numeracy, gaining a full level 2 qualification in an area that is relevant to their organisation.


(v) That the Council take opportunities to launch the joint signing of the Skills Pledge in a public setting.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To improve service delivery through better-trained 
and qualified employees.


(B) 
To improve skill levels across Gateshead, given 
that the majority of Council employees live in the 
Borough.


(C) 
To encourage Gateshead residents to improve 
their own level of skills and qualifications.

C362
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PROCEDURE – ANNUAL REPORT 2007


Consideration has been given to the Freedom of Information procedure Annual Report 2007 detailing the number of requests for information received by the Council from 1 January to 31 December 2007.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Annual Report be approved.






(ii)
That it be noted that the Annual Report will be 






considered by the Corporate Vitality Overview and 





Scrutiny Committee in June 2008.

C363
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for this meeting and entries on the Forward Plan/Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons set out in the 




report.

C364
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C365
REVIEW OF SOCIAL WORK SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
(Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the proposed reshaping of social work services for 
children and families as part of Gateshead’s Children’s Trust arrangements.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals 




set out in appendix 1 to the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To provide a more co-ordinated, multi-
skilled approach to assessment, planning 
and review for children and young people.
(B) 
To enhance the quality of service offered 
to families by trained and skilled staff who 
will develop expertise in a specialist area.
(C) 
To help achieve the Council’s vision for 
children and young people and their 
families in Gateshead. 
C366
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD - PROPERTY TRANSACTION – 
VARIATION IN TERMS OF SALE OF 11 HOWARD STREET, FELLING 
(Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to revised terms for the sale of 11 Howard Street, 
Felling, previously agreed by Cabinet on 4 September 2007 (minute 135 2007/08).


RESOLVED -
That the variation in terms and conditions for the sale of 11 




Howard Street, Felling, as set out in the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to remedy a conflict with the Housing 
Corporation’s Standard Lease terms and the Leasehold Reform Act.

C367
PROPERTY TRANSACTION


Consideration has been given to the disposal of freehold land at Bankside 
Bungalow and Stables, Rockcliffe Way, Eighton Banks.


RESOLVED - 
That the disposal of Council owned land at Bankside Bungalow 



and Stables, Rockcliffe Way, Eighton Banks to 





Mr A Hetherington, subject to the terms and conditions set out 



in the report, be approved.


(Councillor McElroy declared a personal interest in the above matter because he 
represents the Council on the Board of the Bowes Railway Company)

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 2 April 2008
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