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COUNCIL MEETING

12 June 2008

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period April – June 2008.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Community Cohesion Strategy GSP Stakeholder Event

As part of the engagement process to help develop a new community cohesion strategy and action plan for the borough, Gateshead Strategic Partnership held a stakeholder event on Monday 21 April at the Dryden Professional Development Centre. The event was supported by Professor Ted Cantle, from the Institution for Community Cohesion at Coventry University, a leading national figure from the field of cohesion.

Approximately 100 people, representing a range of organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors, attended the conference to discuss some of the barriers to community cohesion in Gateshead and to identify some possible actions to overcome these challenges. Delegates discussed issues and ideas based around the four draft strategy themes - Equal Gateshead, Gateshead Citizens, Gateshead Neighbours and Gateshead Services. Comments gathered during the round table sessions are currently being collated to inform the final strategy draft and development of the accompanying action plan. Using Optivote, an electronic voting system, delegates agreed on the title and strapline for the new strategy: "Gateshead Together" "Common Values - Shared Responsibilities"

Respect Gateshead Recognition Event
The Springwell Clean-up Day and Ravensworth Golf Club projects both received certificates at the Respect Gateshead event for making a positive contribution to Gateshead. The Springwell community clean-up day was a pilot scheme that took place in May last year and, due to its success, has been rolled out to other areas in the borough.  On the day, the community worked alongside service providers to remove 32 tonnes of rubbish from Springwell Estate.

Ravensworth Golf Club was nominated for the work they undertook to improve the problems of disorder in the area through a multi-agency approach.  Problems had been reported with regards to anti-social behaviour around the Golf Course, as well as graffiti and rubbish in the underpass and on the bridge separating the two areas of the course.   Colleagues from Northumbria Police took action to reduce the anti-social behaviour, and Youth Workers worked with artists on an educational art project.  This has resulted in a mural being designed for the underpass that has transformed the area.  The Golf Club also offered some free lessons to young people.  The whole project has been very successful with no damage being made to the golf course, and very little litter or graffiti in the underpass.

Chopwell Multi-Use Games Area

The Deputy Mayor officially opened Chopwell’s new Multi-Use Games Area on 28 May. The games area was funded through The Coalfields Regeneration Trust, SITA and the Council's Safer Stronger Communities Fund. The new facility offers much needed additional capacity at Chopwell's Pioneer Sports and Leisure Centre. 

The courts can be booked for ball games like football and basketball and the income generated will help Chopwell Community Association to continue to manage the community facilities in the village. It is hoped the facility will encourage local people to be more active, especially young people in the area

Project:e-strata

Project:e-strata is the catalyst for a series of community development projects involving St Wilfrid’s and Bede Primary Schools with the Council and McInerney Homes.

The Council’s Geographic Information System software has been piloted to enable the children to examine maps from present day back to the 1800’s in order for them to develop new street names that represent their changing community. The children have developed over 500 names for consideration. 

The project will also include the new BoKlok housing development. Children from the schools took an active role with dignitaries at the BoKlok opening ceremony on 8th May.  It is hoped that forthcoming projects between BoKlok and the schools will link into the school curriculum. In addition, the children may have the opportunity to visit the home of BoKlok in Malmo, Sweden in the future.

3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Gateshead has been chosen as one of only two councils in the Northern region to deliver the Extended Schools disadvantage pathfinder. The pathfinder will start in September and its aim is to support disadvantaged children so they can access extended schools and holiday activities. 

Gateshead has also been chosen to receive £452,000 on top of our Youth Capital Fund allocation for 2008/9 to deliver a high quality improved youth facility in a deprived community. This initiative is called Youth Capital Plus. We are required to work with young people, parents and the voluntary sector to achieve the goal of completing the improvement by April 2009. 
4. ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

Health And Social Care Awards 2008

“Towards Independent Travel” is a partnership between the Council and Nexus Passenger Transport Authority, supporting people who have a learning disability to develop skills, confidence, choice and control, in order to travel safely within their local community. 

The Partnership was declared as the regional winner in the “Success in Partnership Working” category, of the Health and Social Care Awards, and is now in contention for the national award, which will be held in Wembley, on 1 July 2008.

The Partnership Project Group, with representation from Nexus, the Council, Gateshead Voluntary Organisation Council, volunteers and people who have a learning disability, developed a range of options that offer a personalised service to people with a learning disability who wish to travel safely and independently in the community:

· The Buddy Service, providing one-to-one support from trained volunteers to support the individual to travel independently

· The Bridge Card, which indicates to transport staff that an individual may need additional help

· The Travel Safe booklet, which is an easy-to-read guide about community safety, and was produced by Wrekenton Community Base

· Accessible travel information produced with guidance and support from the Council’s Accessible Communication Team

· Working with Gateshead Council’s Road Safety Team, who look at neighbourhood and community access, and are managing a Department of Transport funded pilot project to raise awareness and self-confidence around pedestrian safety

· Provision of personal alarms from Northumbria Police

Since the launch of the Buddy Service in March 2007, the partnership has supported eighteen people to travel independently and is presently supporting a further twenty-three people towards independence.
5. ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Partnership with the Tyneside Cyrenians 

Following an award of Voluntary Organisation Grant, Tyneside Cyrenians are now working in partnership with the Council. Support will be provided to fifteen refugee households who have recently received a positive decision to remain in the country. It is often during this time that Refugees find themselves homeless and without any income. 

The joint working will expand the pool of expertise within Gateshead and improve the quality of support offered during this transitional stage. It is hoped that, through this work, an increased number of refugees will want to remain in Gateshead and will be able to access training and employment and improve levels of sustainability. Review of Lettings Policy

Recommendations will be made to an Advisory Group in September 2008, following a consultation exercise due to take place over the next twelve weeks to specifically target stakeholders. Recommendations will take into account the outcomes of this consultation, in addition to views gathered from partners and stakeholders during previous consultation.

The Advisory Group will be asked to assist in the formation of the final draft of the Lettings Policy, which will be presented to Cabinet in November 2008.

6. SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

North East Track and Field Championships

A letter of appreciation has been sent from the North Eastern Counties Athletics Association, to acknowledge the efforts of Sport and Leisure employees in the staging of the North East Counties Track and Field Championships, which took place on Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 May at Gateshead International Stadium. 

Support ranged from a three-day pre-event set up of equipment, to the training of volunteers in the photo finish equipment, to help for the track teams, plus other general assistance on the day to ensure success in staging this event, which attracts 550 competitors. 

StreetGames Update
StreetGames is a national charity, established in 2006 to promote sport for young people living in the most disadvantaged communities. The charity works in conjunction with the Positive Futures programme that has been successfully running in Gateshead since 2000.  The project has a strong focus on community-based activities, engaging hard-to-reach young people, reducing the incidence of anti-social behaviour on local estates and establishing support from local communities. 

The Sport and Physical Activity Development team deliver these activities in Gateshead. The team have been awarded StreetMark, a quality approval stamp for the StreetGames work that we do. In addition, Gateshead is now also part of the national Cooperative StreetGames Young Volunteers programme.

This programme responds to the lack of sports-based volunteering opportunities in deprived neighbourhoods in England, and will develop the sporting and community leadership skills of 2,700 young people between now and 2012. Locally, this contributes to Vision 2030 and ‘Big Idea’ – Gateshead Volunteers, and also the corporate plan.
Crime in Gateshead 2007-2008

Recorded crime in Gateshead shows a reduction of 15.9% in 2006/07 compared with figures for the previous year. This translates as 2,751 fewer crimes. The rate of victimisation also fell to 76 per 1,000 population, which was not only the second lowest rate in Tyne and Wear but considerably lower than the 90 per 1,000 in 2006/07.

There were reductions in every crime category. Decreases were especially pronounced in crimes that have historically been the most problematic. Of these, violence against the person fell by 22% (633 fewer offences) and criminal damage fell by 17.6% (916 fewer offences). Reductions were also seen in sexual offences, robbery, burglary, drug offences, vehicle crime and other thefts.

Despite these excellent achievements, fear of crime is still higher in most parts of Gateshead than the average for the Northumbria Police Force Area, especially in relation to burglary and vehicle crime. This demonstrates a disjoint between the reality shown by recorded crime and the perceived reality held by local people.

Fear of crime and public reassurance are issues identified in the Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan as priorities. Coordinated responses are being developed as part of the partnership’s Communication Strategy.
7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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