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COUNCIL MEETING
12 June 2008

Terms of Reference and Independent Members on the Standards Committee

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks the Council to approve an amendment to the constitution to allow the appointment of an additional person, who is not a Councillor, to the Standards Committee and to amend the terms of reference of the Committee.

2. It is necessary to review the Standards Committee’s terms of reference and membership to accord with the provisions of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, and to take account of the guidance issued by the Standards Board for England.

3. The legislative changes now require complaints to be referred direct to the Standards Committee, not the Standards Board for England.  From 8 May 2008 there will be a new three stage hearing process conducted by the Standards Committee.  Because of this extended process the Standards Board for England, in guidance, has recommended there should be three independent members on Standards Committees.  The Council’s Constitution currently only allows for two independent members, the Chair and another, in addition to the five Gateshead Councillors and one Member from Lamesley Parish Council

4. The Cabinet fully considered all the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet took all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

5. The report recommends that the Council approve the amendment of the Constitution at Article 9, in accordance with the terms outlined in the report.
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