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REPORT TO CABINET


20 May 2008

TITLE OF REPORT:
Fees for Local Land Charges Services and other Local Authority Searches   
REPORT OF:
Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal & Corporate Services  

Purpose of the Report 

1. To seek approval to the proposed schedule of fees to be charged for the provision of local land charges services and other official searches of information held by the Council.  The fees to be increased in line with inflation to match the Councils annual review of fees and charges.   



Background 

2. On 20 March 2007 Cabinet received a report detailing the new requirement to set charges locally for the provision of certain local land charges services.  On 5 June 2007 Cabinet agreed a new fee structure for the provision of search information.

Proposal 

3. It is proposed that the schedule of fees for   the provision of local land charges services and other local authority searches by the Council, set out at Appendix 2, is applied from 1 July 2008. The fees will, in future, be reviewed as part of the annual review of fees and charges made by the Council.


Recommendations

4. Cabinet is asked to recommend Council to approve a 4% increase of fees for the provision of local land charges services as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.  

For the following reason:

To ensure that the Council recovers the cost of providing those local land charges services and other searches for which it has the power to charge

CONTACT:    Martin Harrison extension: 2101
PLAN REF: 2939 











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.
The proposals in this report are consistent with the Council’s vision and medium term objectives as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan and in particular ensure that the Council’s resources are focused on the delivery of the Council’s priorities, thus ensuring a sustainable Gateshead.

2.
The proposals also support the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy 2008/09 to 20010/11 includes the following principles in respect of fees and charges:


Background

3. Under the Local Land Charges Act 1975 (“the Act”) each registering authority is responsible for keeping a register of local land charges for its area, and an index in which the entries can be readily traced. In addition, local authorities also hold other information on a number of matters of importance to purchasers of property: e.g. road schemes; the property’s planning history; tree preservation orders; compulsory purchase orders; and various other notices which affect the property.

4. The 1975 Act gave the Lord Chancellor power to prescribe fees for local land charges services in England and Wales, but from 1 April 2007 this power has been transferred to the local authorities themselves. As regards the other information held by local authorities in relation to land of interest to prospective purchasers, under the Local Authorities (Charges for Land Searches) Regulations 1994, local authorities have the discretion to charge for access to this information, except in those circumstances where there is a statutory duty requiring them to allow access to it free of charge (e.g. the register of enforcement notices, stop notices and breach of condition notices, and the register of adopted streets). In determining the level of charge, authorities are required to have regard to the cost of dealing with enquiries.

Consultation

5. The Cabinet Member for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities has been consulted on the proposed schedule of fees.  

Alternative Options

6. Cabinet previously considered alternative options but decided to apply the charges at the stated level, increased in accordance with the Councils annual review of fees and charges.


Implications of Recommended Option 

7. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that fees have been increased in line with the Fees and Charges Policy for 2008/09.
8. Risk Management Implication - None
9. Human Resources Implications   - None
10. Equality and Diversity Implications - None
11. Crime and Disorder Implications - None
12. Sustainability Implications - None
13. Human Rights Implications - None
14. Ward Implications - None
Background Information

15. Guidance for Registering Authorities on Setting Fees for Local Land Charge Services in England (January 2007).
APPENDIX 2

CURRENT FEES

	
	Non NLIS
	
	NLIS

	
	Search
	Enquiries
	Both
	
	Search
	Enquiries
	Both

	Residential property
	20.00
	80.00
	100.00
	
	15.00
	75.00
	90.00

	Commercial property
	20.00
	120.00
	140.00
	
	15.00
	115.00
	130.00

	Additional property
	2.00
	8.00
	10.00
	
	2.00
	8.00
	10.00

	Optional Enquiry
	
	10.00
	
	
	
	10.00
	

	Additional Enquiry
	
	20.00
	
	
	
	20.00
	


PROPOSED FEES
	
	Non NLIS
	
	NLIS

	
	Search
	Enquiries
	Both
	
	Search
	Enquiries
	Both

	Residential property
	21.00
	83.00
	104.00
	
	16.00
	78.00
	94.00

	Commercial property
	21.00
	125.00
	146.00
	
	16.00
	120.00
	136.00

	Additional property
	2.00
	8.00
	10.00
	
	2.00
	8.00
	10.00

	Optional Enquiry
	
	11.00
	
	
	
	11.00
	

	Additional Enquiry
	
	21.00
	
	
	
	21.00
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