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COUNCIL MEETING
24 April 2008

REVIEW OF OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES
	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report proposes that the Council approve the recommendations made following the Council’s review of Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

2. A review of the current scrutiny arrangements in Gateshead Council was undertaken to examine how effective they are at present.  It also considered the implications for scrutiny arising from the changing national and local context to ensure that scrutiny remains to be effective in the future.

3. The review found that Gateshead Council has a well established scrutiny process that is valued and contributes to achieving real outcomes for local people.
4.
The review also found that the scrutiny function could be strengthened to ensure that it remains to be effective and robust in the future and able to respond to national and local changes.  Twenty recommendations for improvement have been identified

5. The Cabinet will fully consider all the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet will take all of the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

6. The report recommends, that subject to Cabinet approval at the meeting on 22 April 2008, that Council approve the   recommendations made following the review of the overview and scrutiny function of the Council.

7









