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COUNCIL MEETING
24 APRIL 2008

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING – 6 MARCH 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D Lynn) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, C A Bradley, M Brain, N Callender, B Coates, P T Craig, P Dillon, K M Dodds, J Eagle, K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, T Graham, J S Green, L Green, G Haley, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, D Lynn, J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, M McNestry, Y M McNichol, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P J Mole, R D Napier, B Oliphant, A C Ord, C J Ord, M Ord, B D Osborne, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, 

P Ronan, S C Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, 

M Wallace, N S Weatherley and K Wood

Canon Lynn Jamieson gave the opening address

The Chief Constable, Northumbria Police, Mr Mike Craik gave a presentation.
CL/104
MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 24 January 2008 and the special meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 28 February 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/105
FOUR STARS FOR GATESHEAD
The Mayor announced that the Council has recently been awarded a four star rating by the Audit Commission.  The rating ranks Gateshead amongst the top thirteen local authorities in England and Wales.  Not only has the Council been ranked as a four star Council, it was recognised by the Audit Commission that the Council is ‘improving strongly’.

CL/106
OLYMPIC TRAINING CAMP
It was announced that Gateshead has been chosen as a potential major training venue for athletes competing at the London 2012 Olympics by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.  

Gateshead has been included in the official London 2012 Pre-Games Training Camp Guide, which will be handed out to the 203 National Olympic Committees and 161 National Paralympic Committees at the Beijing Olympic Games this summer.  This could result in an Olympic training camp being based at the International Stadium and Leisure Centre in the near future.

CL/107
INTEGRATION OF BUSINESS STRATEGY AND SUPPORT SERVICES ACROSS COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES AND LEARNING AND CHILDREN
The Council were asked to consider the integration of the Business Strategy and Support Services across Community Based Services and Learning and Children.  
RESOLVED -
That the structure and the implementation of the proposals for phase two of the review be approved
CL/108
FEES AND CHARGES 2008/09
Details of the proposed fees and charges for 2008/09 were submitted to the Council.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the detailed fees and charges set out in the report 

be approved;

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised  to amend charges if necessitated by changes in VAT
CL/109
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09 – 2010/11
The proposed mainline capital programme for 2008/09 and beyond was presented to the Council.
RESOLVED
 -
(i)
That the capital programme for 2008/09, and the 

provisional programmes for 2009/10 and 2010/11, subject to external funding approvals being received;

(ii) That £58.436m in 2008/09 be allocated to the 

Gateshead Housing Company to implement projects as agreed in the company’s delivery plan;

(iii)
That delegated authority be given to the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, to enter into prudential borrowing which is consistent with the requirements of the capital programme and the Council’s Treasury Management Strategy.
CL/110
BUSINESS CENTRE LICENSE FEES AND POLICIES
The Council were asked to consider the proposal to increase the business centre licence fees.

RESOLVED - 
That the increase in business centre licence fees be approved, to take effect from 1 April 2008.
CL/111
SAFER FAMILIES SERVICE STRUCTURE REVIEW
Consideration was given to the proposals to review the Safer Families Service structure.
RESOLVED -
That the revised structure within the Safer Families Service be approved.
CL/112
CHILDREN’S TRUST ARRANGEMENTS
The Council were asked to consider proposals to integrate frontline delivery of services as part of Gateshead’s Children’s Trust Arrangements
RESOLVED -
That the Council approve   the integrated frontline delivery arrangements as outlined in the report
CL/113
HAWKS ROAD/SOUTH SHORE ROAD (MU9) PLANNING BRIEF (INTERIM POLICY ADVICE)
Consideration was given to the Hawks Road/South Shore Road (MU9) Planning Brief Interim Policy Advice.
RESOLVED -
That the Council a  dopt the Hawks Road/South Shore Road (MU9) Planning Brief Interim Policy Advice
CL/114
DESIGNATION OF LOCAL NATURE RESERVES
The Council were asked to consider the approval of a number of local nature reserves across the borough, subject to Natural England’s formal agreement to the proposals
RESOLVED -
That the Council approve the designation of local nature reserves as identified in the report, subject to Natural England’s formal agreement to the proposals
CL/115
COMMUNITY CENTRES REVIEW
The Council were asked to approve the establishment of a dedicated Community Centre Commissioning Team within the Communities and Neighbourhoods section of Community Based Services.  
RESOLVED -
That the Council approve the establishment of a dedicated Community Centres Commissioning Team.

CL/116
REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/116
NOTICE OF MOTION
The proposed notice of motion was withdrawn at the meeting.

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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