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COUNCIL MEETING

6th March 2008

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period February – March 2008.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS

Bishops Park Street Naming Project -  “Project:e-strata”

Bishops Park is a housing development located adjacent to Sunderland Road, which overlaps the East and Central Neighbourhood Management Areas. This Bridging NewcastleGateshead assisted development is requiring new streets to be named. In order to develop some local ownership of the redeveloped area and to develop cohesion between new and old communities, “Project: e-strata” has been created. It embraces some of the latest Council IT software, and empowers local children to devise street name suggestions for the new development. 

Children from St Wilfrid’s and Bede Primary Schools, together with the Streets Ahead Project and Bede Boys Club in Old Fold, have worked in partnership with the Council and McInerney Homes. 

Partners have used their IT suites to access the Council’s recently acquired Arc Server software. This has enabled the children to access maps of their community, ranging from the current day back to the 1800’s. The young people utilised the software to generate names and ideas, which have been logged in a dedicated Web Blog: www.e-strata.org. The project also gave the Council an opportunity to test the new software with a live project, which will assist with the further development of the Arc Server customer interface. 

Once completed, the children and young people will formally send the suggestions to the Council whereby the adoption of the street names will follow the normal Council procedure. 

3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Success for Pathfinder Projects

The Council and its partners have been successful in attracting funding for two pathfinder projects.

Gateshead will be one of 25 Targeted Mental Health in Schools Pathfinders.  Funding of £707,500 will be used to provide whole school approaches to mental health, building on the social and emotional aspects of learning materials and timely access to one-to-one and group based therapeutic and other interventions, where needed. Approaches will involve school staff and the wider family in the creation of a mentally healthy school. The Pathfinder in Gateshead will be focussed around Lord Lawson, Joseph Swan and Hookergate secondary clusters and also a cluster of primaries in the Whickham area. 

In addition, Gateshead will become a Shortbreak Pathfinder to develop flexible short break services for children with disabilities and their families. With £195,400 in 2008/09 and £630,300 for the following two years, it is expected that a full menu of short break options for children with complex health needs and disabilities will be developed, in partnership with the private and voluntary sector. The Pathfinder will focus on the personalisation of services by ensuring that children and families receive the best service for their needs in response to an assessment. 

Family Pathfinder

A bid to become a Family Pathfinder was submitted on 29 February 2008. If successful, the Pathfinder would focus on the development of whole family approaches across children and adults’ services from the full range of partner agencies. The Pathfinders are being developed in response to policy within the 2007 DCSF Children’s Plan ‘Think Family’, which sees the need to extend the logic of integrated working as part of Every Child Matters to adults services, to ensure that services and support are effectively co-ordinated. This might include, for example, integrated working around a family where the parents have substance misuse issues and consequently children have poor attendance at school and behavioural issues. If successful, the Pathfinder would attract £180,00 in 2008/09 plus £300,000 for the following two years. 
4. ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH


Promoting Independence Centres continue to excel

Eastwood House, the first of four Promoting Independence Centres (PICs) in Gateshead assisting older people to remain at home, will have been open for five years in May.

These residential centres provide respite, assessment and other specialist services (such as dementia care) for our older people the primary focus of which is to enable Gateshead’s older people to remain at home for as long as possible. 

Recent inspections by the Commission for Social Care Inspections (CSCI) have placed two of these establishments in the top 3% of similar establishments in the country, with the more recently opened services being given a ‘Good’ rating. Top performing scheme in Gateshead is Shadon House in Birtley that has been rated 7th out of 504 similar establishments in the country. Eastwood House in Felling was ranked 13th.

Theses results have been achieved by a combination of the staff and management’s continued focus on the basics of delivering a good service and more imaginative inter-generational work with the local community.

Occupancy and discharge to home rates have now improved by 4% each this year and 85% of people entering the service are now enabled to go home again. Before the establishment of the Centres, many of these people would have gone into hospital in the first instance and would have been far more likely to go into long term residential care at an earlier stage. 138 written compliments have been received this year, which is nearly double the number during the same period last year.

Pupils from three Gateshead comprehensive schools (Kingsmeadow, Lord Lawson and Whickham) recently visited the PICs to learn about how the centres support older people. Pupils shared experiences with service users on how life is now, compared to years gone by and feedback from the pupils conveyed their appreciation of the 'sheer energy' that was still possessed by older people.  In particular at Eastwood, the pupils were enthralled to meet an independent 109 year old.  Pupils also viewed the whole environment of each centre and learnt how different forms of equipment (i.e. moving and handling aids, sensory lounges) operated to assist service users.
5. SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE


Drug Treatment in Gateshead

It is estimated that there are 1151 Problematic Drug Users (15-64 year old opiate e.g. heroin; or crack/cocaine users) in Gateshead. Each year, the Safer Gateshead Partnership receives funding for drug treatment services via the Adult Pooled Treatment budget. In 2007/08 the partnership received £1,631,932. In 2006/07, 1105 individuals accessed treatment services in Gateshead.

Adult drug treatment services in Gateshead include group work; counselling; advice and information; auricular acupuncture; substitute prescribing (e.g. methadone to individuals with a heroin addiction); detoxification advice/withdrawal programmes from other drugs and alcohol; relapse prevention work; access to residential rehabilitation programmes; harm reduction services such as needle exchange, blood borne virus testing, hepatitis b vaccination, and overdose awareness training; a specialist clinic for steroid/performance enhancing (sports) drugs; a specialist stimulant (crack, cocaine, amphetamine, ecstasy) service; and support to access wrap-around services such as housing, employment, training and leisure opportunities.

Individuals can refer themselves into treatment or they can be referred via contact with the Criminal Justice System (police, courts, prison and probation). Support is also available for family members and carers who may be looking after someone with a drug or alcohol problem. Services include one to one counselling and group and peer support.

Safer Gateshead Strategic Assessment

The 1998 Crime and Disorder Act review introduced new statutory requirements for Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs).  One of the new duties was to produce an annual strategic assessment, which must include:

· Analysis of the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and substance misuse
· Changes in the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and substance misuse

· Analysis of why these changes have occurred

· Proposed community safety priorities for the next 3 years

The first Safer Gateshead Strategic Assessment has now been completed.  Partner agencies and community groups have been consulted on the draft priorities identified by the assessment.  Once completed, a Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan will be published which outlines how the Partnership will address the identified priorities.

Positive Activities for Young People 
The Council is one of 15 local authorities chosen by the Audit Commission to help with a piece of research looking at positive activities for young people as a diversion from anti-social behaviour. During a recent two-day visit, a number of service managers and partners were interviewed.  The researchers also made site visits to:

· Hookergate school re work with young people around sexual health

· An inter-generational community project at Lobley Hill Community Centre

· A problem solving initiative with Ravensworth Golf Club in Wrekenton

· Liberty and Birtley Boxing Club Projects with Tyne and Wear Fire Service and the Youth Offending Team

· Phoenix Programme, Birtley – Tyne and Wear Fire Service and the Youth Offending Team

The initial feedback received is that the researchers were very impressed by the range of partnership working, the opportunity to speak to young people directly and the strategic approach to tackling anti-social behaviour underpinned by the graded response.

Lower Derwent Valley Red Kite Walking Trail

A 16km-walking trail is being developed around the lower Derwent Valley, which takes advantage of the Red Kites in the area and will encourage people to visit and enjoy Gateshead’s countryside resource in that area.

It is hoped that by Spring 2008, an integrated, accessible walking trail will be in place and will be supported with a full colour trail leaflet.

Cycling Tourism in Gateshead

A report commissioned by Sustrans, ‘The Economic Impact of Cycling Tourism in NE England’, has revealed 241,000 trips were made on the C2C route in 2006, of which 113,000 were in the north east region. This contributed £9.6million of direct expenditure to the north east economy, supporting 216 jobs in the immediate vicinity.

12 miles of the C2C route runs through Gateshead via the Derwent Walk Country Park and Derwenthaugh Park, as well as part of the Keelman’s Way, which is the responsibility of the Council to manage and maintain. The Council constructed one section of the route with grant aid from Sustrans as part of the reclamation of the Derwenthaugh Cokeworks site in the 1990’s.

6. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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