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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
14 February 2008
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Pilgrim Trust/Esmee Fairbairn Foundation Cataloguing Grants Scheme

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on a grant award to the archives service

 

Background

1. In July 2007 the National Archives announced the extension of a cataloguing grants scheme funded by the Pilgrim Trust and the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation to four more regions, including the north east. An application was submitted for the cataloguing of the Swan Hunter archive, as well as the creation of collection-level descriptions of all the archives service’s shipbuilding collections. The bid was for £38,000 with an additional £7,000 provided in kind by the archives service.

Report

2. The archives service was successful in its bid, receiving the largest of the eight awards made. The successful bidders were

Cornwall Record Office (£24,500): Fortescue family of Boconnoc papers 
Dorset History Centre (£24,800): Poole Pottery archive 
Exeter University Library Special Collections  (£21,403): Writing Lives - archives of literary craft and kinship
Gloucestershire Archives (£12,880): John Wilton Haines, “the friend of poets” 
Media Archive of Central England (£26,000): The Changing Midlands: 30 years of regional news 
Somerset Record Office (£22,500): Society and Justice in Somerset: cataloguing Quarter Sessions 1660-1800 
Tyne and Wear Archives Service (£38,404): COAST project (Cataloguing of archives of shipbuilding on the Tyne) 
Waterways Trust (£21,000): Visual Waterways - a photographic history of Britain’s canals 

3. It is hoped that the COAST project will commence in March, using experienced staff already employed by the archives service, with their regular posts filled on a temporary basis. The project will run for 12 months.

4. The project has already attracted publicity both locally and through a large article in Lloyd’s List.
Recommendation

5. The committee is recommended to note the report.
Alternative Options

6. There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
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