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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
14 February 2008
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Self-assessment of local authority archive services

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the joint committee of the archives service’s performance in the national self-assessment exercise 2007.

 

Background

1. The National Archives ran a pilot exercise by questionnaire in June 2006 to collect data on local authority archives in England and Wales for Comprehensive Performance Assessment. Tyne & Wear Archives Service was assessed as a one-star service, with a requirement for improvement centred around accommodation, security and environment, and the need for written policies in some areas that had not previously been addressed.
2. Following this result the service’s Collection Policy was updated and performance targets for production of documents set as suggested by the questionnaire. Discussions re accommodation are ongoing and are part of wider discussions re service development.
2007 assessment

3. The self-assessment exercise was repeated in summer 2007 and Tyne & Wear Archives Service has achieved a two-star rating.

4. The service’s overall score of 61% is slightly below the north east average of 61.5%, but well below the national county services average of 65.5%.

5. Because of changes in the questionnaire it is not possible to directly compare the two years’ results, but the archives service’s performance can be compared with the averages for the north east region and for county services nationally.

	
	Score for your service
	Average score in NE region
	Average score of county services

	Section 1: governance


	53.5%
	62.00%
	71.50%

	Section 2: documentation of collections
	60.5%
	57.00%
	64.00%

	Section 3: access and outreach services
	63.0%
	58.00%
	58.50%

	Section 4: preservation and conservation
	69.0%
	68.50%
	74.00%

	Section 5: buildings, security and environment
	58.0%
	64.50%
	67.00%

	Overall score


	61.0%
	61.50%
	65.50%


Recommendation

6. The committee is recommended to note the report

Alternative Options

7. There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  
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