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COUNCIL MEETING

24th January 2008

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period December 2007 – January 2008.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2.  SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS
Basketball Sessions

The Newcastle Eagles Community Coaching Programme will carry out structured sessions of basketball coaching, to be delivered from Cardinal Hume School.  The Wrekenton Communities Matter Team is working in partnership with the Newcastle Eagles and Cardinal Hume School to deliver sessions over a three month pilot period (January - March).  There will be three hours of coaching sessions, with each hour specifically for a set age range.  At the end of the three months, an event/tournament will be held for each age range. The funding will be for an initial three months, which will allow the sessions to get established and generate interest and participation.

The Newcastle Eagles Community Coaching will also offer sessions to Cardinal Hume School, based around the curriculum.  There will also be an opportunity for young people to gain coaching and refereeing qualifications, depending on the success and interest generated through the coaching sessions.  The Apprentice Coach Award (for 11 - 15 year olds) will be offered to 20 young people.  The coaching sessions will be aimed at young people aged between 8 and 16 years old, from four estates in the South neighbourhood area - Beacon Lough East, Springwell, Seven Stars and Meadow Rise.

Environmental Improvements

Improvements have been carried out to an area of allotments and public rights of way near East View Terrace, Leam Lane. These included new fencing to part of the allotment site, improvements to the surface of the rights of way, and the clearance of an area of land. Areas of woodland around the site are also to be thinned out. The work has improved the security to the allotment site, improved the appearance of the area, made the rights of way more accessible and provided an area of green space that is accessible to the local community.

Neighbourhood Pride in East Gateshead - working in partnership with Local Environmental Services, The Gateshead Housing Company, and the Neighbourhood Management Team - has been carrying out some small-scale environmental improvements across East Gateshead.

Schemes carried out or in the pipeline include:

· Planting at various locations

· Thinning out of woodland adjacent to Corrofell Gardens

· Removal of graffiti at Longrigg

· Fitting of barrier and fencing at Tyne View playing fields


A major scheme of work will also be carried out in the New Year to an area of land at the rear of Thorneygarth, Felling, which was derelict and overgrown. The work will transform the land into a community green space for the use of the residents surrounding the site. The site will also be available for the local school to use .The project has also secured funding from Problem Solving to fit new fencing and gates to the site, and assistance from the Community Payback scheme to assist in developing the land. 

Game On in Chopwell

From January 2008 a new football initiative called “Game On” kicks off in Chopwell. The initiative is the a joint venture involving many Council Services and other partners aimed at offering a structured football tournament for 14 – 16 year olds. The initiative ties in closely with other national and local schemes, with winners going on to play in Regional and National finals.

The tournament will bring in valuable revenue for Chopwell’s community-ran Pioneer Centre and will help to launch the newly installed Multi-Use Games areas, funded by The Coalfields Regeneration Trust and SITA UK.

It is anticipated that the scheme will continue in the future, utilising further revenue funding associated with The Coalfields Regeneration Midnight Soccer programme. 

Cleaner Greener – Phase 2 for Blaydon West Residents Association 

Blaydon West Residents Association are now embarking on the second and final stage of their environmental improvements to the Quarryfield Allotments site and surrounding land. Excellent progress was made last year with the installation of new fencing, parking hubs and verge treatments, along with other softer environmental clean ups and planting. Fantastic visible improvements have been achieved to an area previously neglected.

The second stage will see the improvement of a small area for parking and other planning schemes aimed at improving visual amenity of the neighbourhood. All works have been identified and overseen by local people. Banks of the Wear were commissioned to design and project manage the works on site.

Although the group has found it challenging at times they have commented on how rewarding they have found the process, particularly the new partnerships that they have formed with Quarryfield Allotments Association, Banks of the Wear and officers within the Council.

3.  CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE


Ofsted Inspection of Schools

During 2007, a total of 42 Gateshead schools (primary, secondary and special) were inspected by Ofsted.  The judgement grades awarded by the independent inspectors were as follows:

Outstanding




13

Good with Outstanding Features

12 

Good





10 

Satisfactory with Good Features

2

Satisfactory



  
4

Inadequate ("special measures")

1

This confirms the continuing success of our schools in Gateshead, with 98% of those inspected being at least satisfactory, and 83% being good or better. The most recent nationwide figures, reported by Ofsted for 2006/7, are 94% satisfactory and 60% good or better.

4.
ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

Smokefree England - The first 6 months in Gateshead

The Smokefree provisions came into effect on 1 July 2007.  Responsibility for monitoring for compliance rests with the Regulatory Services team, who have been proactive in their work since well before July.

All 6,500 businesses were written to in March with guidance, advice and an offer of support. A website went live in January and businesses signing up to the email update service received 12 messages giving advice and resources to help them prepare.  The Council’s smoking shelter guide was produced in January and featured in some of the hospitality industry publications.  

Since 1 July, over 2,000 visits have been made, and compliance rates have been very high.  93.5% of businesses were compliant for signage (all of those which were not compliant fitted signs that we provided during the visit) and 99.4% were compliant for smoking.  Only 28 complaints have been received from the public about people smoking in Smokefree places.

As a result of these visits and investigations of complaints from the public, it has only been necessary to write formally to 14 businesses, to confirm to them their legal obligations and offer support.

In Scotland the first year of their Smokefree law saw emergency hospital admissions for heart attacks reduced by 17%.  If this is reproduced here, we can expect to see 43 fewer Gateshead people suffering acute heart attacks this year, thereby reducing the impact on 43 families and saving the local NHS Trusts approximately £130,000.

5.
ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Pilot Project between Business Link North East (BLNE) and Gateshead Council
Following the Memorandum of Understanding entered into between the Association of North East Councils (ANEC) and Business Link North East (BLNE), the Council has worked with BLNE to develop pilot projects to ensure a joined up and cooperative approach that will improve efficiency and avoid duplication in business services.  

The pilot projects will help to develop the growing areas of small business in Gateshead, particularly in the sectors of culture, innovative and knowledge based businesses by:

· providing better and more immediate access to a wider range of business support services, targeted at supporting growth

· building on what works

· increasing awareness of services, widening participation and impact and simplifying the processes that underpin business support

The first draft of the pilot proposal has been produced and is now being developed into deliverable projects.    

Self-Employment Advice – Enterprise in Deprived Communities

Additional NRF funding has been allocated to provide targeted support to the Dunston and Teams ward to address high levels of worklessness. Part of this project is to pilot some new activity that may encourage residents to consider self-employment. Teams and Dunston residents will be offered a range of support to inspire and up-skill them to run their own business. This support will include:   

· communicating positive messages, advertising, and good news stories to inspire residents to consider self-employment

· running ideas generation, enterprising mums and confidence building workshops

· basing advisors in the area to work with residents to explore and develop their ideas on a one to one basis

· offering short courses on specific business topics such as marketing and finance.

The project will end with a 'Dragons Den' style event in March 2008.  A panel of five high profile, influential business leaders will act as ‘Dragons’ and listen to a number of pitches from budding entrepreneurs.  Using their experience and business knowledge, the ‘Dragons’ will offer advice, encouragement and, where possible, support to the entrepreneurs. Four ‘Dragons’ have already confirmed:

· Nigel McMinn - Managing Director of Benfield Motors

· John Marshall - Partner at Dickinson Dees

· Karen Carr – Marketing Manager at the MetroCentre

· Ron Abraham - Sir Robert McAlpine

If this support is found to be successful, it may be rolled out across other deprived areas, subject to securing Working Neighbourhoods Funding beyond March 2008.     

6.
SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

Dunston Pool Gym Refurbishment
Dunston Pool H20 Fitness has undergone a £60,000 refurbishment to encourage current and new users to get healthy and active in the New Year.

The popular fitness room has received a complete refurbishment and a range of new state-of-the-art fitness equipment in time for the New Year. Everything in the gym has been replaced, from cross trainers to carpets and exercise bikes and notice boards.

The gym closed on December 12 and reopened on 27 December with Lifefitness cardio and resistance equipment, including running machines, cross trainers and free weights. 

GO

A new membership scheme (GO) has been introduced by Sport and Leisure that aims to encourage and increase participation at leisure facilities throughout the borough. Two packages are available by monthly direct debit:

· GO Swimming – offers unlimited swimming at any of Gateshead’s five swimming pools from only 32p a day

· GO Unlimited - offers unlimited use of fitness rooms, swimming, fitness classes, sauna/steam room and track from only 58p a day


A new 3-step personal induction with a fitness instructor has also been introduced to help customers set and meet their health and fitness goals. 

7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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