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COUNCIL MEETING
24 January 2008

GATESHEAD AND NEWCASTLE PARTNERSHIP AND THE CITY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY FOR NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report proposes that the Council notes the progress on the renewed Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership and agree to its Membership. 

2. In March 2007, Gateshead Council’s Cabinet and Newcastle City Council’s Executive agreed to strengthening the NewcastleGateshead Partnership and in principle, establish an independent delivery vehicle (for Gateshead and Newcastle), subject to further risk analysis and the development of a delivery plan.  Further work was undertaken and in July, Cabinet agreed to establishing an operationally independent Gateshead and Newcastle City Development Company (CDC) in partnership with Newcastle City Council and One North East to achieve accelerated economic growth.

3. The purpose of the City Development Company is to transform the performance of the Newcastle Gateshead economy by delivering higher levels of economic growth and enhancing the competitiveness of the Urban Core of NewcastleGateshead.  A copy of the Start Up and Transition Phase Business Plan was circulated to all members with the Cabinet agenda.

4. The Cabinet have fully considered all the facts and issues raised in the attached report including alternative options. The Cabinet took all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

5. The Cabinet recommends that the Council: 

(i) Note progress on the renewed Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership 

(ii) Agree to its Membership, as follows:

· Five members of the majority group, including the Leader of the Council and one member of the opposition group.
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