
[image: image1.png]





COUNCIL MEETING

24 January 2008

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 13 December 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D LYNN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Boyes, 

C A Bradley, M A Brain, N Callender, M Chaplin, 

A E I Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, 

P Dillon, K M Dodds, C Donovan, F Donovan, K Ferdinand, 

M K Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, 

A Graham, M W Graham, J S Green, L Green, G Haley, 

J W Hamilton, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, P J Maughan, J McElroy, C McHatton, 

P McNally, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P J Mole, 

R D Napier, B Oliphant, A C Ord, C J Ord, M Ord, 

B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, 

N G Rippeth, P Ronan, S C Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, 

J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace. 

Reverend Adrian Dixon of St Joseph's RC Church gave the opening address.
Futures Plus, a Gateshead Youth Inclusion Project from The Sage Gateshead, gave a drumming demonstration.
CL/79
MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 1 November 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/80
IMBM AWARD

The Mayor announced that the National Institute of Maintenance and Building Management have honoured the Council, with an award for the restoration of the Old Town Hall.  
Mr George Armstrong, President of IMBM presented the award to the Council and said a few words.

CL/81
NORTH EAST CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS PRIDE AWARDS
It was announced that the Council had been successful at the recent North East Chartered Institute of Public Relations Pride Awards 2007.  The Council received a Gold award for ‘The Gateshead Employee News’ and a Silver award for ‘Council News’ in the Best Newspaper/Magazine category.

CL/82
LIVEABLE COMMUNITIES AWARD

It was noted that the Council has been awarded a Silver Award in the Natural Projects category for Saltwell Park.
CL/83
FORMER AUCTION MART, CRAWCROOK – INTERIM POLICY ADVICE

Consideration was given to the Interim Policy Advice for the site of the former Auction Mart, Crawcrook.

RESOLVED -

That the Interim Policy Advice be adopted and approved.

CL/84
GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: ADOPTION OF STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
A report was presented to the Council on the Statement of Community Involvement document produced as part of the new Local Development Framework process.

RESOLVED -
That the Statement of Community Involvement document be adopted and approved

CL/85
REVIEW OF FITNESS SUITE PRICING
Council approved a report regarding fees and charges 2007/08 on the 13 February 2007, which detailed the charges for fitness suites.  Consideration was given to the revised structure of fees for the fitness suites.  This was due to current methods not being successful in encouraging continued use of the fitness suites.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
Approve the revised pricing structure for fitness suite 

inductions and activity packages, with effect from the 

1 January 2008.

(ii) Approve that the method of payment for activity packages be by direct debit. 

CL/86
SOUTH TYNE AND WEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP – OUTLINE BUSINESS CASE
Details of the proposed South Tyne and Wear Waste Management Partnership (STWWMP) Outline Business Case were submitted for consideration.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council proceed at this stage with a PFI 

procurement on the basis of the affordability range and confirm the commitment to meet the affordability gap as detailed in the report.
(ii)
That as the real proposal is developed and the individual Council affordability gaps change as a result of the reapportionment of costs between Partners, to give a commitment to meeting the revised affordability gap and resulting reallocation of costs up to a level that would still provide significant financial benefit than the do minimum option.

(iii)
That a PFI Outline Business Case for the STWWMP be submitted to Defra.
CL/87

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY

The Council were asked to consider the Medium Term Financial Strategy covering the period 2008/09 to 2010/11.

RESOLVED - 
That the Medium Term Financial Strategy for 2008/09 to 2010/11, including the revised principles outlined in the report, be approved.
CL/88
LICENSING ACT 2003 – STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2008 - 2011

The Council were asked to adopt and publish a Licensing Policy for 2008 – 2011 in accordance with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003.
RESOLVED -
That the   Licensing Policy for 2008 – 2011 be approved and adopted in accordance with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003.

(Councillor S Ronchetti declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter and withdrew from the Council Chamber while it was under discussion.)
CL/89
REDUNDANCY POLICY AND PROCEDURE

The Council were asked to consider the redundancy policy and procedure.  
RESOLVED -
That the redundancy policy and procedure be approved
CL/90

REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/91

NOTICE OF MOTION  - 101 SERVICE

Councillor F Hindle moved the following motion:

‘This Council regrets the decision of the Home Office to withdraw funding for the nationally recognised 101 service’.

Councillor D Napier moved the following amendment:
‘After ‘This Council’ delete all and insert as follows:

‘…notes the decision to withdraw the funding for the 101 service in the five Wave 1 partnership areas and is supportive of efforts currently being made by the Northumbria 101 Partnership to explore options for the future of the service.’

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.

The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘This Council notes the decision to withdraw the funding for the 101 service in the five Wave 1 partnership areas and is supportive of efforts currently being made by the Northumbria 101 Partnership to explore options for the future of the service.’

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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