CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

17 OCTOBER 2007

PRESENT:
Inspector B Gilroy, A Jones, M Hardy, T Purvis, J Mair, M Walker, 

L Miller, R Kirkcaldy, B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGIES:
J Saint , Chief Inspector S Readdie

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 19 July 2007 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i)
The problem regarding the delay in the two new custody visitors taking up their duties because of changes in the procedures to obtain ID badges have now been resolved.

(ii) An interim evaluation report on the custody visits pilot scheme is to be presented to the Citizen Focus Committee in January 2008.

(iii) Inspector Gilroy is to clarify why the entrance doors at Whickham were locked on a recent visit.

(iv) The holding of Home Office prisoners at Whickham had resumed and will continue to operate until 21 December 2007.

(v) M Hardy met with Chief Inspector Harris at Millbank and resolved the issues around custody visitors being asked to sign in and receive an identity badge.

3.
RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE OF INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS

The Citizen Focus Committee considered the suggestion that the Authority should introduce the presentation of long service certificates for custody visitors and asked for a further report outlining proposals. In order to identify and assist this, Co-ordinators were asked to obtain details of how long their panel members have been involved in the scheme.

It was suggested that bronze, silver and gold certificates be given for 10 years, 15 years and 20 years and above respectively. Other proposals included a shield or plaque instead of a certificate, meals, watches, etc. The awards could be presented to the custody visitors at the annual seminar or social event.

4.
ALLOCATION OF NEW INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS TO PANELS

Three new custody visitors have been interviewed and are to be trained on 30 October. Newcastle, Gateshead and possibly South East Northumberland needed additional custody visitors. The relevant co-ordinators will be sent details of any new appointments to their panels.

5.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE – SATURDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 2007

All custody visitors were asked if they were interested in attending the above conference and fourteen visitors were to attend.  It is proposed that all visitors will travel from Newcastle Central Station to Derby.  Buses provided by Alton Towers will then meet visitors at Derby and transport them to the venue and then back to the station to travel back to Newcastle.  

A letter will be sent to the conference delegates explaining the arrangements and including the draft programme.

6.
ICVA – UPDATE FROM MAC HARDY

M Hardy reported on the discussions regarding the user website visitor software, speakers for the national conference, the Home Office review and future funding for ICVA and new structure and methods of working for ICVA.

7.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY: JULY – SEPTEMBER 2007

The custody visits summary for July – September 2007 was submitted. The problem of previous CV3 forms since June 2007 not being available at North Shields was to be investigated. 

8.
PANEL ROUND 

John Mair reported that he would be stepping down as co-ordinator for Newcastle from January 2008 although he will be staying on as a custody visitor. John has been the co-ordinator since 1992. He was thanked for the excellent contribution he has given to the scheme as co-ordinator.


9.
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS


To be confirmed

