NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY
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UPDATE ON THE INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING TRIAL SCHEME

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To provide an update on the extension of the trial scheme with independent custody visitors asking the detainees if they want to be visited.

2.
BACKGROUND 

2.1
Following the initial trial scheme at Bedlington Police Station, the Committee agreed that the new arrangement of the independent custody visitors asking the detainees if they want to be visited be extended to all independent custody visitors for a further trial scheme with an evaluation of the results being submitted in 12 months (minute 33 – 2006/07). 

3.
UPDATE ON TRIAL SCHEME

3.1
During the period 1 April – 30 November 2006, there were 249 custody visits undertaken throughout the force area. During these visits, there were 992 detainees available to receive a custody visit, 612 were visited and 380 refused. Therefore, the independent custody visitors saw 61.69% of those available to receive a visit.

3.2
During the period 1 April – 30 November 2007, there were 250 custody visits undertaken throughout the force area. During these visits, there were 1,013 detainees available to receive a custody visit, 803 were visited and 210 refused. Therefore, the independent custody visitors saw 79.27% of those available to receive a visit.

4.
CURRENT POSITION

4.1
All of the main designated police stations have seen an increase in the number of detainees visited, under the new arrangement, from those available to receive a visit

4.2
A small number of independent custody visitors were not comfortable with using the new arrangement and they have continued to operate the old system with the custody officer asking the detainees if they wish to be visited.

4.3
The extended trial scheme will continue to be monitored and a final evaluation will be submitted to the July meeting of the Committee. 

5.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

6.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS   

6.1
The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

7.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

7.1
There are no additional risk implications arising directly from the report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.

8.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1
It is considered the report has no financial implications.

9.
RECOMMENDATION

9.1
The Committee is requested to note the report.

