NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE – 


7 JANUARY 2008

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update the Committee on current issues relating to the Independent Custody Visiting Association (ICVA).

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Committee has previously agreed to continue to be a member of ICVA in 2007/08, with a membership fee of £750, and that the position be reviewed on an annual basis (minute 6 – 2007/08).

3. ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2007

3.1
Further to minute 16 - 2007/08, thirteen of the Authority’s independent custody visitors attended the ICVA National Conference on Saturday, 17 November 2007 at Alton Towers, Staffordshire. The costs of the delegates attending the conference of approximately £3,000 have been met from within the 2007/08 revenue budget.

3.2
The following presentations were given at the conference:-

- Staffordshire Police custody arrangements – Assistant Chief   

  Constable D Paxton 

- Raising standards – raising awareness – N Curtis, Home Office

- Protocol for ICV visiting of Prevention of TACT prisoners – Assistant 

  Chief Constable R Taylor, Greater Manchester Police

- Changes in the Police Service and related custody visiting issues – 

  E Henry, HM Inspectorate of Constabulary

- Border and immigration Agency – managing detention – F Cooper,

  Home Office Detention Service

- Mobile custody facilities – J Molloy, Staffordshire Police

- The role of custody nurses – K London, Kent Police Authority

3.3
A report on the conference will be included in ICVA’s next Visiting Times publication.

4.
ICVA ANNUAL REPORT 2006/07

4.1
The ICVA Annual Report 2006/07 is attached in the appendices to the report.

5.
ICVA’S FINANCIAL POSITION

5.1
Following the £43,000 deficit in ICVA’s 2006/07 budget, appropriate steps were taken to correct it.

5.2
ICVA’s financial position has now been stabilised and its Executive Committee now receives regular reports and closely monitors ICVA’s finances. Future funding after 1 April 2008 has yet to be confirmed by the Home Office.

6.
INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF ICVA

6.1
The Home Office and Association of Police Authorities (APA), have commissioned an independent review of ICVA, which also included support to custody provision more broadly.

6.2
ICVA has requested an urgent meeting with the Home Office and APA to express their concerns at the delay in the report being issued. They also want to discuss funding for 2008/09 and confirmation on the future of ICVA.

7.
ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

7.1
Mac Hardy, Panel Co-ordinator for Sunderland and South Tyneside, represents the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee. John Mair, Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle is the substitute.

7.2
John Mair has now decided to resign as an independent custody visitor. It is proposed that his replacement as substitute on the ICVA Executive Committee be discussed at the next Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting. 

7.3
John Mair has been an independent custody visitor since 1992 and has been the Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle since 1996 when the panels were first introduced. John was also the Authority’s representative on the ICVA Executive Committee for a number of years before changing to the substitute. 

8. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

8.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

9. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

9.1
There are no human rights implications arising directly from the report although the functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications.

10.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

There are no additional risk management implications arising directly from this report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.

11. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

11.1
It is considered the report has no financial implications.

12. RECOMMENDATION

12.1
The Committee is asked to note the report.

