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COUNCIL MEETING

13th December 2007

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period November and December 2007.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS

Public Roadshows

As part of the continued development of the Area Forums, two public roadshows were held, in Central area on 21st November and Inner West on 26th November.  Analysis will be undertaken from both events and further events are likely to be held in the Spring in other areas.

In addition public focus groups have been held in the East and West areas to discuss transport issues.  The focus groups were organised by Nexus and Empower Gateshead who will take forward any issues and hold further discussions with the local bus companies.

Environmental Improvements

Working in partnership with Local Environmental Services and the Gateshead Housing Company, small-scale environmental improvements have been carried out across Central and West Gateshead. Schemes carried out or in the pipeline include:

· additional waste bins and benches 
· bulb planting, rose beds and hanging baskets
· improvements to fencing
· improvements to unkempt land, including removal of undergrowth/litter
Red Kites

A "Red Kite Viewing Platform" has been installed at South Sherburn, Rowlands Gill. The project, which is fully supported and endorsed by Northern Kites, will provide a concrete base/platform for bird watching along with a bench and bin. The site is located close to the area associated with Red Kite roosting in South Sherburn and ties in with the proposed 50Km Lower Derwent Valley Red Kite walking trail. 

New Argos Store

A new Argos store opened in the former Co-Op building in the town centre on the 27th November. A recruitment day was held on the 15th October for the company organised by the Council in partnership with Jobcentre Plus.  The event attracted 223 jobseekers, interested in the 80 jobs on offer.


Development of Community Hubs
This issue is now moving forward.  An officer group has been established to develop the concept in detail focussing on both the core offer of services – including consideration of the statutory requirements that currently apply to service delivery, and mapping how current service delivery points/buildings might provide the basis for a community hub.

Consultation will take place with Area Forums in order to develop the following:

· Providing the local knowledge and intelligence to complement ‘desk based’ research to date.

· Exploring the idea of a core offer of services and its relevance at an area level

· Engaging partners – what could be done to join up services in each area to promote multi-agency working and how does this translate into buildings-services access points

3.
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Annual Performance Assessment
The outcome of this year’s Annual Performance Assessment (APA) has now been published.  The assessment considers how well the Council is delivering services to children in seven areas.  These are the five Every Child Matters Outcomes plus the overall effectiveness of the Council’s services for children and our capacity to both manage them and continue to improve.

In six areas the Council has been judged as outstanding and in the seventh area, being healthy, as good.  Highlights from the report are:

· The contribution made to children’s lives around staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being is now outstanding.

· Gateshead’s performance is often above similar authorities and national comparisons.  The quality of education in schools, outcomes for looked after children, our work on the central involvement of young people, are only a few of the areas inspectors picked out as areas of high performance.

· Praise for staff working in children’s services, and for a great deal of positive and successful working partnerships with other services and agencies.

· The progress made since the Joint Area Review in 2006 and the positive response made to its recommendations.

The report also highlights some areas for improvement which fit very well with the plans we already have to improve the lives of children in the Borough set out in the Corporate Plan, Children and Young People’s Plan and our service plans.


Take Over Day
November 23rd was designated as Take Over Day by 11 Million, the office of England’s Children’s Commissioner Sir Al Aynsley Green. The idea behind the day was that children and young people should be involved in running organisations around the country so that their voice could be heard and they could influence how thing are done. 

In Gateshead we had a very successful day. Pupils from six local schools attended a power breakfast at the Civic Centre where they were shown around, introduced to the workings of the council, and involved in discussions with officers from the council on a range of issues. Some met with elected members and visited the Mayor’s Parlour. Throughout the day some young people were based in the Civic Centre talking to employees and finding out about the work of the council. 

In the evening, the Youth Assembly met to consider issues raised by the day. Schools were also involved in activities, e.g. at Lord Lawson, four young people worked with the Headteacher to run the school for the day. This was a very successful event.  It is anticipated that this event will be held each year.

4.
ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

Lifestyle Improvement Assistance

The Community Health Development team continues to work with local groups, to assist with lifestyle changes so people can be healthier. Advice was given to single parents aged 16-25 on alcohol intake, healthy eating, cooking and introductions to various types of activity.  This was very successful and a full lifestyle course is being planned in the future.

A successful group was run with Traidcraft staff who have become so enthusiastic about losing weight, sleeping better and increasing their activity that two people have been trained in delivering the seven steps to healthy living course and four are waiting to be trained as health walk leaders. 

Health Trainers make an impact

Since the Health Trainers Service began in April, over 2600 people have accessed the service with weight, nutrition, physical activity and mental wellbeing forming the main issues.

Income maximisation for refugees in Gateshead

Over the last twelve months the Move On Service has accessed £64k in back dated benefits, Community Care Grants and charitable donations. This money has assisted refugees to set up home in Gateshead and has provided financial support to reduce the instances of homelessness

5.
ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT


Enterprise Week

As part of the celebrations for Enterprise Week, a Women’s Enterprise Evening took place on 13th November at the Civic Centre.  Awards were presented to four nominated female entrepreneurs from the Borough. 

The award for Gateshead Female Entrepreneur of the Year was Zahra Zommorrodian of FNA Films, and the runner up was Geraldine Ling from The Lawnmowers Independent Theatre Company.

The award for Gateshead Best Female Newcomer was Liza Davies of Render 3D and runner up was Julie Nicholson from Digital Voice for Communities C.I.C. 

6.
SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

Gateshead International Cross Country Races

Gateshead International Cross Country Races took place on Saturday 10th November at The Riverside Bowl, Gateshead International Stadium. Over 1000 runners took part from throughout the UK and Europe including hundreds of children from Gateshead Primary Schools. Coverage of the event was broadcast on Sky Television. After a ten-year absence, the event marks a successful return to cross country athletics for Gateshead.

International Athletics

Gateshead International Stadium has been chosen by the International Association of Athletics Federations to host the Norwich Union British Grand Prix on Sunday 31 August 2008 seven days after the Beijing Olympics. The event is one of the top 15 major athletics meetings held throughout the world each year.
7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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