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REPORT TO CABINET


 27 November 2007

TITLE OF REPORT:  
Licensing Act 2003 - Statement of Licensing Policy 





2008 - 2011
   
REPORT OF: 

Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise

   

Purpose of the Report 

1. The purpose of this report is for Cabinet to approve and recommend to Council a Statement of Licensing Policy for 2008 - 2011 in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003.


Background

2. Gateshead Council is the licensing authority for the borough for the purposes of the Licensing Act 2003.  The Act requires licensing authorities to prepare and publish a statement of its licensing policy every three years.  The first statutory three-year period began on 7 January 2005 and a proposed policy for the period beginning 7 January 2008 has been prepared.  The proposed policy is attached in Appendix 2.

3. The proposed policy is based on Statutory Guidance from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and has been subject to extensive consultation as recommended by the Guidance.  The proposed policy has been duly amended to take account of the relevant consultation responses.

4. The Sustainable Communities – People Advisory Group considered the draft policy and the consultation responses on 6 November 2007. 
5.
The Licensing Policy must be published before the authority carries out any 

licensing function under the Act.  It will provide a key part of the decision making 

process of the Licensing Committee for a three year period, after which it must be 
reviewed.  Applicants and current licence holders under the Act will be expected to 
have regard to the Policy.  


Proposal 

6.
It is proposed that the Statement of Licensing Policy 2008 – 2011 is approved by Cabinet and recommended to Council for adoption. 

Recommendations

5. Cabinet is asked to recommend Council to approve, adopt and publish   the attached Licensing Policy for 2008 – 2011 in accordance with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003.
 


For the following reason:


To ensure that the Council’s functions under the Licensing Act 2003 


can be discharged properly and effectively.  
 

CONTACT:    Elaine Rudman   extension:  3911
PLAN REF:  2010



       APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1. The policy contributes to the Council’s vision for a Safe and Stronger Gateshead as set out in the Gateshead Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy 2005-2008 and in particular with Priority Three: Combating Alcohol Related Crime and Disorder – ‘a reduction in alcohol related crime and disorder’. The key issues being:

· Under-age drinking

· Crime levels related to alcohol

· Problem licensed establishments

· Public confidence and safety

2.
The policy also contributes to the Gateshead Community Safety and Drug Misuse 
Strategy and states that the current strategy will be taken into account by the 
Licensing Authority when considering Operating Schedules submitted by applicants.


Background

3.
Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 requires a licensing authority to prepare and 
publish a statement of its licensing policy every three years.  The policy must be 
published before the authority carries out any licensing function in relation to 
applications made under the Act.

4.        Revised Guidance under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 by the Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport in June 2007 stipulated what Licensing            
Authorities should include in their licensing policies, and how they should 

           consult with specified stakeholders prior to adopting their policy.  


Consultation

5.
A draft policy was produced in accordance with the requirements of this Guidance, 
and was circulated for consultation between August and October 2007 to over 
1,500 individuals and organisations.  A list of consultees is attached at Appendix 3.

6.
17 responses to the consultation were received, and the Sustainable Communities 
– People Advisory Group considered these on 6 November 2007.  The draft policy 
has been revised in accordance with the advice of the Advisory Group.  The advice 
given by the Sustainable Communities – People Advisory Group is attached at 
Appendix 4.

7.
The Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport has been consulted.

  

Alternative Options  

8.
These proposals conform with the Licensing Act 2003 and relevant Guidance.  No 
alternative options are considered appropriate as the Licensing Authority has a 
statutory duty to prepare and publish a licensing policy at this time.


Implications of Recommended Options

9.      
Financial Implications -  The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that 
there are no new financial implications arising from the recommendations of this 
report as all costs associated with implementing the licensing policy are 
accommodated from within existing resources.
10.
Risk Management Implications – Nil

2. Human Resources Implications – Nil 

3. Equality and Diversity Implications – Nil

4. Crime and Disorder Implications – The prevention of crime and disorder is one of the objectives, which the Council is required by the Act to promote in carrying out its licensing functions.

5. Sustainability Implications – Nil
6. Human Rights Implications – Nil

7. Area and Ward Implications – This report affects all wards equally.

Background Information

8. These documents that have been considered in preparation of the report:

· Licensing Act 2003

· DCMS Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003

· Consultation responses
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