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REPORT TO CABINET


 13 November 2007

TITLE OF REPORT:
Gateshead Local Development Framework (LDF): Adoption of Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
   
REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn – Group Director Development and 





Enterprise   

Purpose of the Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to request Cabinet to recommend Council to approve and adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) document as part of the new Local Development Framework (LDF) process. The SCI is a key document in progressing the Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy ‘Vision 2030’ and in the implementation of the Council’s Corporate Plan 2007-2010.
  

Background 

2. The Statement of Community Involvement is part of the new Local Development Framework and outlines how the Council will involve stakeholders (groups, individuals and communities) in the planning process. A draft document was approved by Cabinet on the 6 June 2006 and was the subject of consultation during June and August 2006. 

3. Subsequently Cabinet approved a submission draft document on 5 June 2007. This was then submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination and was subject to public consultation during July and August 2007. The document was also subject to an independent public examination by the Planning Inspectorate. The SCI was approved and the Inspectorate issued a binding report that recommended minor changes (see appendix 3).  

Proposal 

4. That Cabinet recommends Council to approve and adopt the SCI document attached at appendix 2 to the report. This is necessary for the preparation of the new Local Development Framework (LDF).   

Recommendations

5. It is recommended that   Cabinet recommend Council to approve and adopt the SCI document as set out in appendix 2 to the report.


For the following reason:

To facilitate the production of the new Gateshead Local Development Framework.

CONTACT: Clive Coyne   extension: 3403
PLAN REF:  2927



APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.
The proposals support the vision for Gateshead as set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy  - Vision 2030 and the Council’s Corporate Plan.  In particular the proposals support the corporate priorities for Building stronger communities, Empowering children and young people and Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.  In addition the proposals support   ‘Ask, Listen….act’ - Gateshead Council’s Community Consultation & Involvement Strategy.   

Background

2. New planning legislation enacted in 2004 requires Local Planning Authorities to prepare and consult on a new range of planning documents. These documents will replace the Unitary Development Plan (UDP).

3. The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a document that sets out the strategy that the Council will follow when consulting communities, individuals and stakeholders as part of the new planning process. The statement is required as part of the reform to the planning system resulting from the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The statement will cover the Local Development Framework (LDF) production process and the submission & consideration of planning applications during the Development Control (DC) process.

  

Consultation

4. The Cabinet Member for Economy, housing and Transport has been consulted.

5. In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 an informal stage of external consultation was carried in to March 2006.  Consultees were asked which method of consultation they preferred. Consultees included neighbouring local planning authorities, parish/town councils, local strategic partnerships, and voluntary and community organisations. Organisations representing disabled people, minority religious and ethnic groups, older people and young people were also consulted. 

6. A further round of public consultation was carried out during July and 3 August 2006 followed by post submission consultation during July and August 2007. 

Alternative Options

7.
The SCI is a statutory requirement of The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. No alternative options were considered.
  

Implications of Recommended Option 

8. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms there are no financial implications arising directly as a result of this report.

10.
Risk Management Implication - If the SCI document is not adopted there may be a delay in the production of the Gateshead Local Development Framework.
11. Human Resources Implications   - None
12. Equality and Diversity Implications - The SCI document aims to achieve greater inclusiveness and involvement in the planning process for ‘hard to reach’ groups. This can be any group that is least likely to be able to access Council services as a result of a number of factors such as; physical inaccessibility (e.g. the elderly); language; cultural perceptions and traditions; disengagement with society and social expectations. The definition of a hard-to-reach group is, (for the purposes of the SCI), ‘any population grouping of significant size that, because of a shared location, identity, interest or a pattern of societal discrimination and/or victimisation, is difficult for local authorities and service providers to engage with.’
13. Crime and Disorder Implications - None
14. Sustainability Implications - A sustainability appraisal of all local development documents will be carried out at a later stage of the LDF process.
15. Human Rights Implications - None.
16. Area and Ward Implications - The SCI applies to the entire Borough and is not specifically targeted towards any particular ward area. 
17. Background Information -

·  Gateshead Community Strategy 2004-2007. 

·  ‘Ask, Listen….act’ - Gateshead Council’s Community Consultation & Involvement Strategy.

· Gateshead Council’s Corporate Plan 2007-10.

· ‘Vision 2030’ – Gateshead Sustainable Community Strategy 2007

· Gateshead Corporate Equalities Strategy

· Community Involvement in Planning: The Government’s Objectives, ODPM 2004.

· Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 12: Local Development Frameworks, ODPM 2004.

· The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004.

· Creating Local Development Frameworks: A Companion Guide to PPS12, (ODPM 2004).
· Statements of Community Involvement and Planning Applications (ODPM 2004)

· Promoting Effective Citizenship and Community Empowerment: A guide for local authorities on enhancing capacity for public participation,  (DCLG 2006)

· Planning Together, Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) and Spatial Planning: a practical guide (DCLG 2007)
· SCI Inspector’s Report 20th September 2007.

APPENDIX 3

Schedule of changes to the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) prior to adoption.

The following paragraphs will be removed from the SCI document after the receipt of the Planning Inspector’s binding report and prior to the adoption of the document.
· Paragraph 1.20

· Paragraph 1.21

· Paragraph 6.4

The text in paragraph 1.10 will be amended to read:

“A failure to meet the standards as set out in this SCI document may result in development plan documents not being able to progress to the adoption stage and may also leave supplementary planning documents open to legal challenge. The primary test for these documents as set out by government guidance (when they are subject to public examination) is that they are deemed to be ‘sound’. One ‘test of soundness’ is that the planning document has been prepared in accordance with the approved SCI (or the relevant regulations if the SCI is not yet adopted).  The tests of soundness can be found in Appendix 1.”

The Countryside Agency will be removed from the list of Specific Consultation Bodies in Appendix 2 – this is due to its incorporation within Natural England.

As the organisation no longer exists, the Traveller Law Reform Coalition will be removed from the list of Other Consultees and replaced with the organisation Friends Families and Travellers.

As these bodies are correctly present in the list of Specific Consultation Bodies, references to Electricity, Gas and Telecommunication undertakers will be removed from the Other Consultee list in Appendix 2.

Finally, as a result of representations received on the submission document the Council proposes the addition of the following bodies to Appendix 2:

· The National Trust

· Bridging NewcastleGateshead

· The Theatre’s Trust

The following text will be added to the end of the sixth sentence of Paragraph 3.33:

“.. at the locations given in Appendix 7 of this document and on our website, www.gateshead.gov.uk .”
The following text will be added to the end of Paragraph 4.12:
“Major applications are defined as applications for residential development where 10 or more dwellings are to be constructed or, if this is not known, where the site area would be 0.5 hectares or more. For other types of development applications are considered to be major where the floorspace would be equal to or greater than 1,000 square metres or more, or the site area would be 1 hectare or more.”

The following text will be added to the end of Paragraph 4.5:

“The results of any such consultation will be reported and taken into account in decisions made by, and on behalf of, the Council.”

The above changes will be made in order to implement recommendations made by the Planning Inspector after the public examination of the document.
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