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COUNCIL MEETING
13 December 2007

GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK:

ADOPTION OF STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.

This report asks the Council to approve and adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) document as part of the new Local Development Framework (LDF) process.
2. A draft document was approved by Cabinet on the 6 June 2006 and was the subject of consultation during June and August 2006.  This was submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination and was subject to public consultation during July and August 2007.  The document was also subject to an independent public examination by the Planning Inspectorate. The SCI was approved and the Inspectorate issued a binding report that recommended minor changes.
3.

The SCI is part of the new LDF and outlines how the Council will involve stakeholders (groups, individuals and communities) in the planning process.  The SCI is a key document in progressing the Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy ‘Vision 2030’ and in the implementation of the Council’s Corporate Plan 2007-2010.  
4.  

The Cabinet has fully considered all the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet have taken all of the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

5.

The report recommends that the Council approve and adopt the SCI document as outlined in appendix 2.
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