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COUNCIL MEETING

13 December 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 1 November 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D LYNN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, C A Bradley, M A Brain, N Callender, M Chaplin, A E I Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, K M Dodds, C Donovan, F Donovan, J Eagle, M K Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, M W Graham, T Graham, J S Green, L Green, G Haley, J W Hamilton, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, P J Maughan, J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P J Mole, A C Ord, C J Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, P Ronan, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace, N S Weatherly and K Wood. 

Mrs Surinder Kaur Ghura gave the opening address.
CL/64

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 20 September 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/65
100% ATTENDANCE
The Mayor presented a certificate and voucher to Adam Groves of St Thomas More School, Louis Craig of Ryton Comprehensive School and Lisa Davison of Thomas Hepburn School who had achieved 100% attendance at school.
CL/66

BIG LOTTERY FUND

The Mayor announced that the Council has been successful in its application to the Big Lottery Fund for £2 million to enhance and extend Gateshead Central Library.

The funding will be used to improve the current layout and design of the library.  Building work will commence in September 2008 with the target date for completion by April 2010.
CL/67

CARDINAL HUME CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Further to the report to September’s Council meeting regarding the number of new schools being built within Gateshead, The Mayor reported that Cardinal Hume Catholic School officially opened on 19 October 2007.

The Mayor congratulated everyone involved, including the staff, parents and young people who will benefit from the new facility.
CL/68

APPOINTMENTS
Nominations were received in relation to vacancies on the Regulatory and Licensing Committees, and the Place and People Overview and Scrutiny Committees.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Councillor Pauline Dillon be appointed as a member 

of the Regulatory and Licensing Committee.

(ii) That Councillor Gary Haley be appointed as a member of the Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

(iii) That Councillor Angela Armstrong be appointed as a member of the People Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

CL/69

PETITIONS
Petitions were presented by councillors as follows:
	Councillor Doreen Boyes
	-  Residents of Vicarage Court, Sunderland Road   Villas regarding bus route 68B.

	Councillor Brian Coates
	-  Residents of Deckham regarding the consultation being undertaken about re-routing the 527 bus.

	Councillor Catherine Donovan
	-  Residents of Bensham regarding the consultation being undertaken about re-routing the 527 bus

	Councillor Mary Wallace
	-  Residents of Whickham and west of the Borough 

objecting to car parking charges in Whickham village


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.

CL/70
IMPLEMENTATION OF PHASES 2 AND 3 OF THE COUNCIL’S PAY REVIEW
Consideration was given to the proposals for the Implementation of Phases 2 and 3 of the Council’s Pay review with effect from 1 April 2007.

RESOLVED -
(i)
The implementation of the new pay structure for Phases 

2 and 3 of the pay review, with effect from 1 April 2007

(i) The implementation of other changes to terms and 

conditions of employment.

(iii)
That all proposals are underpinned by the key principles.
(Councillors Gannon and Mearns  declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter, the nature of their interests being that close family members or acquaintances are employed by the Council, and withdrew from the Council Chamber while it was under discussion.)
CL/71
SOUTH TYNE AND WEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP JOINT MUNICIPAL WASTE STRATEGY, GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS AND TECHNICAL OPTIONS APPRAISAL

Details of the proposed South Tyne and Wear Waste Management Partnership Joint Municipal Waste Strategy, governance arrangements and technical options appraisal were submitted for consideration.
RESOLVED -
That the revisions and the adoption of the Joint Municipal Waste Strategy and Action Plan 2007-2027 be agreed.
CL/72

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING STATIONS

A report was submitted to the Council detailing the findings of the review of polling districts and polling stations. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposals for polling stations and polling districts 

as set out in Appendix 2 be adopted;

(ii) That the changes to existing polling stations and polling districts come into force on 1 December 2007 to coincide with the publication of the new electoral register.
CL/73
CORPORATE CAPITAL STRATEGY
The Corporate Capital Strategy was presented to the Council for consideration.
RESOLVED -
That the Corporate Capital Strategy be approved
CL/74

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09 TO 2010/11

A report detailing the approach and timetable for setting the capital programme for 2008/07 to 2010/11 was submitted to the Council.
RESOLVED - 
That the Council approve the report as a basis for considering the Capital Programme for 2008/09 to 2010/11
  
CL/75
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2007/08 – SECOND QUARTER REVIEW
A report was presented to the Council detailing the variations to the Capital Programme 2007/08. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the variations to the 2007/08 capital programme 

be agreed;
(ii)
That the revised programme be financed in the 

manner set out in the report;;

(iii)
That it be confirmed that none of the approved Prudential Indicators set for 2007/08 have been breached.
CL/76

REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/77

NOTICES OF MOTION  - COAL

Councillor Henry moved the following motion;

‘This Council 

(i)
notes that coal reserves estimated to exceed 500 million tonnes are lying dormant beneath the North East region alone;

(ii)
notes that North East companies are leading the way in developing clean technologies, using on-site gasification for example, to exploit the energy bound up in these reserves without giving rise to all the carbon dioxide emissions that this would have entailed in the past, and with much greater levels of safety;

(iii)
believes that responsible coal use coupled with carbon capture can provide the bridge to a future of renewable energy, provided that coal extraction does not lead to significant or lasting damage to the environment;

(iv)
affirms its support for these developments;

(v)
asks the Chief Executive to raise this matter with the Minister for the Environment, the Association of North East Councils and any other relevant bodies.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.

CL/78 NOTICE OF MOTION – TAXI POLICY

Councillor S K King will moved the following motion:

‘This Council resolves to re-examine in greater detail the recent policy changes affecting Gateshead’s taxi drivers and their businesses in view of the fact that much of it will lead to discrimination and create great hardship to the taxi drivers involved and their families.’

Councillor D Bollands moved the following amendment:
‘After ‘This Council’ delete all and insert as follows:

This Council resolves to review its policy on Taxi and Private Hire Licenses and seeks the support of the Borough’s Members of Parliament in making representation to the Government on the need for consistent national standards in order to ensure public safety.’

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.
The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘This Council resolves to review its policy on Taxi and Private Hire Licenses and seeks the support of the Borough’s Members of Parliament in making representation to the Government on the need for consistent national standards in order to ensure public safety.’

(Councillors C Ord and J McElroy declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter, and withdrew from the Council Chamber while it was under discussion.)
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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