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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
15 November 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Regional education project

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the joint committee of the archives service’s participation in a regional project with primary schools

 

Background

1. In 2004 the North East Regional Archives Council commissioned a Review of Archives & Education in the North East that looked at how teachers already used archive resources and made recommendations to improve archive education services in the region.
2. This research was followed up by NEMLAC and MLA North East with the formation of a steering group to take the recommendations forward.

Project

3. MLA North East has now obtained Heritage Lottery funding for a project “Primary Sources” which aims to address regional deficiencies in reading, writing and arithmetic scores by using archive sources to improve word and number skills.

4. Tyne & Wear Archives Service is participating in this project alongside Durham University Special Collections, Durham Record Office, Teesside Archives, Berwick upon Tweed Archives and Northumberland Collections. The project will work directly with 10 primary schools throughout the region

5. A representative of MLA North East said "We know that children are excited by learning which involves local examples. If they can relate what they are learning to their own environment or locality, this makes lessons seem real and related to their own lives. Archives are fantastically placed to provide these opportunities."

Recommendation

6. The committee is recommended to note the report

Alternative Options

7. There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  
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