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COUNCIL MEETING

1 November 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
	


NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor M Henry will move the following motion:

‘The Council 

(i)
notes that coal reserves estimated to exceed 500 million tonnes are lying dormant beneath the North East region alone;

(ii)
notes that North East companies are leading the way in developing clean technologies, using on-site gasification for example, to exploit the energy bound up in these reserves without giving rise to all the carbon dioxide emissions that this would have entailed in the past, and with much greater levels of safety;

(iii)
believes that responsible coal use coupled with carbon capture can provide the bridge to a future of renewable energy, provided that coal extraction does not lead to significant or lasting damage to the environment;

(iv)
affirms its support for these developments;

(v)
asks the Chief Executive to raise this matter with the Minister for the Environment, the Association of North East Councils and any other relevant bodies.’

Seconded by:
Councillor P Mole

Supported by:
Councillor P Ronan




Councillor P McNally




Councillor I Mearns
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