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COUNCIL MEETING

20 September 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 20 September 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D LYNN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, D Boyes, C Bradley, M A Brain, N Callender, M Chaplin, A E I Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, C Donovan, F Donovan, J Eagle, K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, A Graham, T Graham, J S Green, L Green, G Haley, J W Hamilton, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, P J Maughan, J McElroy, 

C McHatton, P McNally, M McNestry, J I Mearns, 

J Mitchinson, P J Mole, R D Napier, A C Ord, M Ord, 

B Osborne, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, P Ronan, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull and M Wallace. 

Father David Taylor from St Peter's RC Church, Low Fell gave the opening address.
A minute’s silence was observed for Dennis Johnson, the Council’s former Deputy Director of Planning, who sadly passed away. 
CL/54

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 19 July 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/55
GREEN FLAG STATUS

The Council was informed that three outdoor areas in Gateshead have been awarded Green Flag Status, the national standard for quality parks and green spaces in Britain.

Bill Quay Community Farm has received the Green Pennant award for maintaining a high quality green area

Derwent Walk Country Park/Derwenthaugh Park has been awarded a Green Flag award for providing welcoming, safe and well-maintained environments within the local community

Saltwell Park also received a Green Flag for the second time.

CL/56

ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE EXCELLENCE

The Mayor announced that the Council won two awards at this year’s Association of Public Service Excellence Annual Seminar, which was held at The Sage Gateshead.
Local Environmental Service's Building Cleaning won the Service Team of the Year and Gateshead were also awarded 'Council of the Year.'

CL/57

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ANNUAL REVIEW 2006/07

Roger Kelly, Chief Executive, gave a presentation on the Council’s performance throughout 2006/07 and also highlighted the challenges that would face the Council during the upcoming year.

RESOLVED -
That the Chief Executive be thanked for his informative presentation.
CL/58

AUDIT COMMITTEE – ANNUAL REPORT

Details of the Annual Report of the Audit committee for 2006/07 were submitted to the Council.  

RESOLVED -
That the Audit Committee Annual Report 2006/07 be 

approved.
CL/59

REVIEW OF FRAUD PROSECUTION POLICY

Consideration was given to Fraud Prosecution Policy in regard to the administration of Housing and Council Tax Benefit.  Due to a number of legislative changes and the introduction of amended guidance the policy has been reviewed.
RESOLVED -
(i)
Approve the Housing and Council Tax Benefit Fraud 

Prosecution Policy;

(ii) Note the content of the Fraud Procedures and 

Guidelines.  
 
CL/60
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT BUSINESS PLAN 2007 – 2012

The proposed Housing Revenue Account Business Plan, which outlined progress made on the actions from the previous plan and the changes in service provision following the establishment of The Gateshead Housing Company.  The Plan also outlines the future use of resources and steps that will be taken to meet the priorities set out in the Housing Strategy.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Housing Revenue Account Business Plan 

and Action Plan be approved

 

(ii) That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the Leader, be authorised to make any final amendments to the Plan that may be necessary.
CL/61

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES ACROSS THE COMMUNITY 

BASED SERVICES AND LEARNING AND CHILDREN GROUPS
Details of the proposed changes to business support services across Community Based Services and Learning and Children were submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the   structure and the implementation of the 

proposals for phase one of the review be approved.

  
CL/62

REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/63

NOTICES OF MOTION 

Councillor J McElroy moved the following motion: - 

‘This Council:

Recognising that the Tyne and Wear Metro System will be thirty years old in three years time;

Acknowledging that without the Metro, there would be 15m more car journeys each year leading to major congestion; up to 140% extra bus journeys and over 3480 additional tonnes of carbon dioxide emitted into the environment every year as a consequence;

Realising that without significant investment in the Metro system, it will become ‘not fit for purpose’ within twenty years;

Accordingly,

Places on record our support for the ambitious Tyne and Wear Metro Reinvigoration proposals which have been submitted to the UK Government and instructs the Council’s Chief Executive to write to the Borough’s Members of Parliament; the Rt Hon Nick Brown MP, Minister for the North East, the Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP, Secretary of State for Transport and the Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP, Secretary for Communities and Local Government requesting their consideration and support.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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