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COUNCIL MEETING

20 September 2007

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period August and September 2007.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS

The Area Forum work programmes are now starting to take shape following the three rounds of meetings held thus far. As the area portfolio is wider than the Forum, activity on area-related issues will be ongoing and not dependent on the six weekly Forum meetings.  

The work programmes will be developed from neighbourhood plans, area profiles, issues raised by councillors and other local people and partners, as well as the residents survey and issues referred by Cabinet.  It is intended that the area work programmes will be submitted to Cabinet on a quarterly basis. 

The half day development sessions, organised earlier this month, gave members of the Forum the opportunity to get to know each other better and build up a sense of team work with the Council officers who support them. The sessions proved popular and were well attended. 

To ensure all members are engaged in the new area arrangements, there are a number of approaches we need to take, including making sure all ward members are involved in the development of their area’s neighbourhood plans; the Area Forum web pages will include minutes of the Area Forum meetings and other related area information. As well as these proposals, there should also be regular dialogue between the Forum Chair and ward members.

3.
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

GCSE Results 

For the eleventh year running the Council’s schools and pupils are celebrating, with more than 7 out of 10 of the borough’s youngsters gaining at least five higher graded GCSEs.  

The overall average, of an estimated 71.3% of pupils gaining grades of A* to C in five or more GCSEs, is up 1.6% compared to last year’s results. Within those excellent results, the number of pupils whose high grades included  English and Maths has also improved, from 45% in 2006 to 45.5% in 2007. Since 1997, more than a third more 16 year olds have achieved five or more higher graded GCSEs.  

The provisional figures for the Tyne and Wear regional results show that we have the highest regional result for five or more GCSEs at A* to C.  We have the highest overall improvement from 1997 to 2007 and the highest year on year improvement rate from 1997 to 2007.


New Schools

On 20 August 2007, Pinnacle Schools (Gateshead) Ltd, our PFI partner, handed over the new building at Lord Lawson of Beamish School in Birtley.  This is the fifth school to be completed on time under our PFI project. The new building is approximately 12,800m2 over 3 floors and has been built without the need of temporary classrooms.  It has 34 general classrooms, 9 ICT rooms and 10 science laboratories, together with design, technology, art, and music classrooms for the 1500 pupils who attend the school.  It also boasts state-of-the-art ICT infrastructure.  The works at Lord Lawson represent a capital investment of £21 million.

Along with the four primary schools and Phase 1 of Kingsmeadow School delivered in April, and the newly completed Cardinal Hume Secondary School, over 4,500 children and their teachers will benefit from new school facilities delivered in Gateshead
Active Kidz Holiday Programmes

For the fourth consecutive year, Active Kidz holiday schemes were delivered in each of the five neighbourhood areas of Gateshead. The schemes were provided for children aged 5 – 19 years and incorporated children and young people from all backgrounds.   Overall, 99% of the children and young people who participated thought the schemes were either excellent or good and 99% of the parents said the schemes were good value for money and they would send their children on future schemes.  

The Active Kidz programme aims to encourage a fully inclusive environment.  This year, in order to achieve this, it was decided all of the sites would incorporate young people from all backgrounds, all relevant age groups and all levels of support needs.  This was after the successful pilot of the two schemes last year at Ryton School and Hilltop School.

A targeted referral system was developed with four agencies included within the planning process in order to target vulnerable young people, children with disabilities, children at risk of offending and young people identified through family support services. The programme was delivered in partnership with the Children with Disabilities team, Youth Inclusion Support Panel, Behaviour and Education Support Team and Sponsored Child Care (Children In Need).

4.
ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

National Individual Budget Pilot August 2007

Gateshead Individual Budget Partnership is working closely with the community and voluntary sector on this key Government initiative. 

Gateshead has successfully achieved the third phase of pilot targets and now has 88 people benefiting from a more personalised approach to the support they need. Some of these people will take part in the formal pilot evaluation being conducted by the Personal Social Services Research Unit, the Social Policy Research Unit, and the Social Care Workforce Research Unit.
Gateshead is achieving positive results for people and working to bring a wider range of funding streams under a simple, user-controlled budget to buy social care services. In recognition of this, Gateshead has been asked to share own learning with the Care Services Improvement Partnership as part of their development of a North East Partnership approach to Personalisation. The Individual Budget Partnership chair has been seconded to CSIP for 6 months to offer bespoke support to other Local Authorities in the development and implementation of local action plans to deliver personalised services and support. 

By establishing this firm link between the Partnership in Gateshead and the CSIP regional work we have ensured that Gateshead plays a significant lead role in the modernisation of social care and public services across the region, placing choice and control firmly in the hands of its users and their families. 
 
Emotional Support Pilot Project

Sight Service in partnership with the RNIB were successful in securing funding to pilot a three year emotional support and low vision project for blind and partially sighted people.

 

The national pilot will evaluate this new provision of early intervention emotional support and counselling services at two low vision centres, one is at Sight Service in Bensham.

 

The pilot will assist in the development of an integrated emotional support and counselling model into the low vision care pathway and will:

 

· provide confidential time limited emotional support or counselling to clients,  via self or professional referral, with the focus on adjustment to sight loss.

· develop protocols with clear referral routes.

· record qualitative and quantative data for evaluation and monitoring purposes, with the aim of providing a strong evidence base for sustainability.

Sight Service have recruited a counsellor who will start work at the beginning of October.

5.
ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

The Economic Development Service provides support to social enterprises based in Gateshead.  Social enterprises are businesses that trade for a social purpose.  There are over 60 in the Borough, employing over 250 people and providing a range of local services, from childcare to community cafes, sports activities to community transport.

Free support is available to all social enterprises in the Borough and is aimed at helping them to grow and develop their business.  This includes advice to employ people correctly, explore new opportunities, increase trading income, attract new customers, and control their finances and access funding.

Since April this year, the Economic Development Service has helped social enterprises in the Borough attract over £450,000 of grant funding to allow them to deliver and develop their services.  These enterprises include Chopwell Pioneer Centre, St Chad’s Childcare, Transport Unlimited, and Renew North East. 

One of the enterprises who has benefited recently from extra support, resulting in an award of £39,000 from The Northern Rock Foundation, is the Teams and Bensham Food Coop.  Officers from the Economic Development Service have worked with the Food Coop for a number of years to help increase their trading income, and attract grant funding when appropriate.  This funding will allow the organisation to continue to provide fresh, affordable fruit and vegetables to isolated and deprived areas of the Borough.  In addition, they also run a very successful food coop every Friday in the Civic Centre canteen, which helps sustain their smaller, less profitable venues across Gateshead.

Gateshead Town Centre

In partnership with Gateshead Council, Spen Hill Developments, the development arm of Tesco is developing plans for the comprehensive regeneration of the 3.5-hectare site in Gateshead Town Centre, currently home to the Trinity Square shopping centre and multi storey car park. 

The Council and Spen Hill Developments are to host public exhibitions in September across a range of venues in Gateshead.

The aim of these events is to obtain the views of local people regarding the redevelopment of Trinity Square. 

The events will be held in the following locations:
· Wednesday 19th September, 1.30pm – 7.30pm, Trinity Community Association Church, High Street, Gateshead

· Thursday 20th September, 11.00am – 3.00pm, Pioneer Centre, Derwent Street, Chopwell (attached to Chopwell Primary School

· Thursday 20th September, 5.00pm – 8.00pm, St Nicholas Church Hall, Ellison Road, Dunston
Decent Homes

The Gateshead Housing Company has carried out decent homes improvement works to almost 5000 properties and have spent in excess of £75 Million pounds. The works have been carried out by three strategic partners. The partners are Local Environmental services in the east and inner west, Frank Haslam Millan in central and west and Morrison Facilities Services in the south. The percentage of homes that fail the decent homes standard has reduced from 39% in April 2005 to 24% now.
6.
SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

Green Flag Awards

Three outdoor areas in Gateshead have been awarded Green Flag status, the national standard for quality parks and green spaces in Britain.

Bill Quay Community Farm received the Green Pennant award for maintaining a high quality green area, which is co-managed by a community association.

Saltwell Park and Derwent Walk Country Park/Derwenthaugh Park were given Green Flag awards for providing welcoming, safe and well-maintained environments within the local community. This is the second time that Saltwell Park has received this award. 

Fitness Boost

Work has started on a £1.5 million redevelopment of Birtley Leisure Centre. The project includes state of the art fitness facilities, new entrance and reception, luxury changing rooms including sauna cabins and new car park.

The investment comes from Gateshead Council’s private sector partner, Competition Line (UK) Ltd, which have a network of 38 Lifestyle Fitness clubs around the country. The project is planned for completion in Spring 2008.

7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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