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COUNCIL MEETING
20 September 2007

REVIEW OF FRAUD PROSECUTION POLICY

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report proposes that the Council approves the Housing and Council Tax Benefit Fraud Prosecution Policy.

2. In October 2002 the Council approved the Fraud Prosecution Policy in regard to the administration of Housing and Council Tax Benefit. The policy outlined how investigations would be undertaken and detailed a framework to ensure that the method of imposing appropriate sanctions are applied in a consistent way. Due to a number of legislative changes and the introduction of amended guidance by the Department for Work and Pensions the policy has been reviewed.  

3. The Cabinet fully considered all the facts and issues raised in the attached report including alternative options. The Cabinet have taken all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

4. The report recommends that the Council:

(i) Approve the Housing and Council Tax Benefit Fraud Prosecution Policy;

(ii) Note the content of the Fraud Procedures and Guidelines.  
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