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COUNCIL MEETING

19 July 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 19 July 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D LYNN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, 

C Bradley, M A Brain, N Callender, A E I Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, W Dick, P Dillon, C Donovan, F Donovan, 

K Ferdinand, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, 

M W Graham, T Graham, J S Green, J Hamilton, 

J A P Hattam, M F Henry, C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, 

J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, M McNestry, 

P J Maughan, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P J Mole, A C Ord, M Ord, I Patterson, P Ronan, S C Ronchetti, 

R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, J Wallace, M Wallace. 

Reverend Trevor Davidson, Christ Church, Felling gave the opening address.

Whitemere Primary School introduced a short DVD about the services being provided within their school. 
CL/27

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the special and ordinary meetings of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 7 June 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/28
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS LIST

The Mayor congratulated three people who had been recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list and who have made a great contribution to Gateshead and its people. Alderman June Joyce received an MBE for services to local government and to the local community, Christine O’Toole received an MBE for services to Bensham Grove Community Centre and 

Agnes Thompson, School Catering Unit Manager, Thomas Hepburn Community School received an MBE for service to education. 
CL/29
BRANDLING PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Council was informed that Brandling Primary School had been awarded the Artsmark Gold Award. The award recognises schools that demonstrate a strong commitment to developing an arts programme. The school has involved various artists and has produced a special quilt in conjunction with a school in America.
CL/30
PRESENTATION OF PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM TO COUNCILLOR BOB GOLDSWORTHY

The Mayor presented a photograph album to Councillor Bob Goldsworthy, Mayor’s Consort 2006-2007, as a memento of his year in office.
CL/31
ELECTION OF COUNCILLOR – DUNSTON AND TEAMS WARD

The Council noted that Gary Haley had been elected as Councillor for the Dunston and Teams ward at the by-election held on 5 July 2007. 

CL/32
APPOINTMENTS

It was announced that Councillor Dillon had resigned as a member of the Planning and Development Committee. 

Nominations were received in relation to vacancies on the Planning and Development Committee, the Appeals Committee and the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Councillor Haley be appointed to the Planning and Development Committee, Regulatory and Licensing Committees and the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee;

(ii)
That Councillor Ronan be appointed to the Appeals Committee.

CL/33
PETITIONS

A petition was presented by Councillor Mole, on behalf of Councillor Paul Foy, on behalf of residents in the Fell Bank and Avenue areas of Birtley.

RESOLVED - 
That the petition be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
CL/34
GUEST SPEAKER

Richard Bell, Chair of the Standards Committee, gave a presentation on the work being undertaken by the Standards Committee.

RESOLVED - 
That Richard be thanked for his informative presentation.

CL/35
CODE OF CONDUCT – REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Council received a report from the Standards Committee in relation to the revised Code of Conduct for Members.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Revised Code of Conduct for Members be adopted by the Council;

(ii) That the Code be introduced with effect from 1 September 2007.

CL/36
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 – SECTION 85

A report was submitted with regard to the implications of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 relating to a councillor being unable to attend any meeting throughout a period of six consecutive months.

RESOLVED - 
That, for the purposes of Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972, ill health be regarded as the reason for Councillor Maureen Chaplin’s failure to attend meetings.
CL/37
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2006/07 – YEAR END OUTTURN

A report was submitted providing a breakdown of the final capital payments made in 2006/07.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council approve the financing of the 2006/07 capital programme;

(ii)
That it be noted that none of the approved Prudential Indicators set for 2005/06 have been breached.
CL/38
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUION

Details of the proposed amendments to the Council’s Constitution were submitted for consideration. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council approve the proposed amendments to the Council’s Constitution. 

CL/39
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN – RE-DEPOSIT DRAFT REPLACEMENT PLAN – INSPECTOR’S FINAL REPORT

The Council considered the Gateshead Unitary Development Plan, which incorporated the recommendations made within the Inspector’s Final Report. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Gateshead UDP, as amended by the Inspector’s final report, be adopted; 

(ii) That the publication of the notice of adoption of the UDP by appropriate advertisement be authorised;

(iii) That copies of the adopted UDP be made available at a reasonable charge as soon practicable; 

(iv) That the adopted replacement plan be published on the website.
CL/40
HACKNEY AND PRIVATE HIRE CONDITIONS, STANDARDS AND RESTRICTIONS

A report was submitted to the Council detailing proposed changes to the policy on Hackney Carriages and Private Hire and to the standards and conditions attached to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licences.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the existing policy not to limit the numbers of Hackney Carriages be retained for the time being;

(ii) That the policy on the Relevance of Criminal Activity be adopted;

(iii) That the revised conditions and restrictions on Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licences be adopted;

(iv) That the temporary restriction on the issue of new Hackney Carriage Licences for vehicles meeting the new higher standards be removed.

CL/41
HIGHWAY ADOPTION RECORDS – CHARGES FOR INFORMATION

Consideration was given to the proposal to introduce a schedule of charges for the provision of information relating to Highways Adoption Records. 

RESOLVED - 
That the schedule of charges for dealing with queries relating to Highways Adoption records be approved with effect from 23 July 2007. 

CL/42
TREASURY ANNUAL REPORT 2006/07

The Annual Treasury report was presented to the Council for consideration.

RESOLVED -
That the Treasury Annual Report for 2006/07 be approved.
CL/43
REVENUE OUTTURN 2006/07

Details of the Council’s revenue outturn position were presented to the Council.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the 2006/07 revenue outturn position be noted, 



subject to audit;

(ii) That the appropriations to strategic reserves be approved resulting in an increase to the general fund of £0.323m;

(iii)
That the need for continued effective budgetary control during 2007/08 be noted.
CL/44
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2007/08 – FIRST QUARTER REVIEW

A report was submitted detailing the expected capital payments, which will be required to be made in 2007/08 due to variations in the capital programme.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That variations to the 2007/08 capital programme be 



agreed;

(ii) That the revised programme be financed;

(iii)
That it be noted that none of the approved Prudential Indicators set for 2007/08 have been breached.
CL/45
HOUSING STRATEGY

The Council is required to produce a Housing Strategy that covers all housing tenures in the Borough and the document outlines the priorities for delivery by the Council and its strategic partners. The Strategy was submitted for consideration. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Housing Strategy 2007-2012 be approved;

(ii) That the associated documents be approved;

(iii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport be authorised to make any final amendments to the Strategy and associated documents as necessary. 

CL/46
HOUSING STRATEGY FOR OLDER PEOPLE 2007-2012

A report was submitted detailing the Housing Strategy for Older People 2007-2012. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Housing Strategy for Older People 2007-2012 be approved;

(ii) That the accompanying Communications Policy be approved.

(iii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport be authorised to make any final amendments to the Strategy and associated documents as necessary.

CL/47
ANNUAL REVIEW OF CHARGING POLICY FOR ADULT LEARNING PROGRAMMES

Consideration was given to a revised fees and charges policy for Adult Learning as the current fees do not recover the cost of courses.

RESOLVED - 
That the revised fees and charges policy for Adult Learning be approved for implementation from 1 August 2007.
CL/48
REVISED GATESHEAD TOWN CENTRE PLANNING STRATEGY

Details of the revised Gateshead Town Centre Planning Strategy were submitted to the Council. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Strategy be adopted as Interim Policy Advice;

(ii)
That the Town Centre Planning Strategy form the basis for further detailed studies on how its aims can be delivered.

CL/49
DUNSTON RIVERSIDE INTERIM POLICY ADVICE

The Council considered the Interim Policy Advice (IPA) for the Dunston Riverside site.

RESOLVED - 
That the IPA for the Dunston Riverside site be adopted. 

CL/50
FREIGHT DEPOT SITE PLANNING BRIEF 

A report was submitted detailing the Planning Brief for the Freight Depot site as this would help to secure the comprehensive acquisition and redevelopment of the site.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council adopt the Freight Depot Planning Brief as Interim Policy Advice.

CL/51
REVIEW OF PARKING AND REGULATION TEAM, TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS, DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE – OUTCOME OF TRADE UNION CONSULTATION

Following Trade Union consultation consideration was given to the proposals to restructure and rename the Parking and Regulation Team, Development and Enterprise.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposals to restructure and rename the Parking and Regulation Team of Transport and Highways within Development and Enterprise be approved.

CL/52
REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/53
LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME

The provisional work programme for the Council’s Looked After Children Overview and Scrutiny Committee was submitted for consideration.

RESOLVED -
That the provisional work programme be agreed.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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