Appendix 2

Berwick Upon Tweed
Visit dated 20.02.2007
Everything in good order and courteously received.  However there is an ongoing problem concerning medical cover in Berwick.  If and when detainees have to be escorted to Bedlington, the station is short staffed for approximately four hours.
Area Command Response: 

GP surgeries provided cover to rural custody suites prior to April 2005 but have since opted out of out of hours cover.
Alnwick and Berwick have GP run infirmaries with only minor injuries capacity although recent meetings with the health service have enabled them to provide a level of medical assessment to detainees being brought to the infirmaries, but only in certain circumstances.
There is no Forensic Medical Examiner (FME) cover available in the Berwick and Alnwick area.  Criminal Justice Department and the Area Command have made considerable efforts to identify and provide alternative sources of medical cover including the following:
1. NORDOC - northern doctors out of hours scheme, cannot provide cover
2. BORDOC - Scottish equivalent to NORDOC - has gone out of business
3. BECS (Border Emergency Care Service) do not provide any form of FME cover
4. Borders GP's - all have opted out of out of hours service
5. Lothian and Borders FME - they have the same issues and take prisoners from Border police stations to Edinburgh
6. Provision of paramedic service at key times paid for by Northumbria Police - this was explored and supported by North East Ambulance Service management but has not proceeded due to union issues 
7. At the current time further talks are underway with North East Ambulance Service to explore alternative creative options and a meeting is scheduled for w/c 02 July 2007
8. The Area Command is seeking to employ additional Detention Officer/Case Investigation Officer to provide transport support to Berwick at peak times thereby alleviating some of the officer abstraction issues.  A recent acquisition of a multi cell van may also assist this provision.
