CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

18 APRIL 2007

PRESENT:
Chief Inspector V Stubbs, Chief Inspector S Readdie, J Mair, M Hardy, R Kirkcaldy, L Miller, T Purvis, J Saint, M Walker, 

B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGY:

A Jones
1.
WELCOME

Chief Inspector Readdie, of Gateshead Area Command, will be attending future meetings in place of Vince Stubbs. Vince was thanked for the work he had done for the custody visiting scheme.

2.
MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting held on 18 January 2007 were agreed.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) Responsibility for custody provision in rural areas will now transfer to Northumberland Area Command.  It will now be their decision to open custody suites or transfer the detainees to another suite.
(ii) A further two people have been interviewed and appointed as custody visitors, subject to receiving the necessary training.   

(iii) Vince Stubbs has written to all custody suites regarding telephones being passed round and used by different parties.  The situation has now been resolved and some additional telephones have been made available.
(iv) Vince has written to the Area Command regarding the parking issue outside of Washington Police Station.
(v) Custody provision reverted back to Area Commands from Criminal Justice on 1 April 2007. There have been no major issues and monthly meetings were continuing. The Custody Inspector role has been retained across all suites.
(vi) There are no plans to re-instate custody nurses at Newcastle Area Command.  The Force is considering a pilot for the NHS to provide medical cover.
(vii) ICVA have confirmed that a fee of £35.00 for delegates attending the Annual Conference will apply from 1 April 2007.

(viii) Southwick custody suite is scheduled to re-open early June 2007.
3.
ICVA EXECUTIVE UPDATE 

Mac Hardy provided an update on recent ICVA Executive Committee meetings he had attended.

The ICVA Annual Conference will be held at AltonTowers on16 -17 November 2007. Hotel accommodation is available on site and East Midlands Airport and Stoke Railway Station are half an hour travel by road.  Staffordshire Police Authority has been asked to provide a meal at the Friday evening reception.

Staffordshire Police Authority had informed visitors that they would not be permitted to view the custody records of detainees who had not given their approval. ICVA and the Home Office stated that this went against the Code of Practice and Staffordshire was to be contacted.

Mac attended the Death in Custody Seminar: 20/20 Vision 2007 at New Scotland Yard on 11 April 2007 and a report on the seminar was circulated.

4.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – TRIAL SCHEME
The Community Engagement Committee, on 5 March 2007, agreed that the new arrangements of the independent custody visitors asking the detainees if they want to be visited be adopted.

Police Authority officers are to attend the panel meetings to explain the new proposals and the extension of the trial scheme. Gateshead and Sunderland and South Tyneside panels have introduced the new arrangements and they have worked well. The scheme continues to operate well within the Bedlington Panel.  It is proposed the trial scheme be reviewed in June 2008. 

5.
CUSTODY VISITING CONFERENCE, GATESHEAD

It was agreed that the Custody Visiting Conference be held on 23 June 2007 at Gateshead Civic Centre. Topics have been received and speakers will be arranged. A newsletter will be circulated to all visitors informing them of the date and time.

6.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY

The custody visits summary for February - March 2007 was circulated for information.

7. PANEL ROUND UP

(i) Panel Co-ordinators’ Annual reports should be submitted by the end of May to be presented to the Citizen Focus Committee on 2 July 2007.   

(ii) Changes to the Police Authority representatives on some panels will be forwarded to the co-ordinators concerned.

8.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Thursday, 19 July 2007 and Wednesday, 17 October 2007 at 5.30pm.
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