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INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update the Committee on the Independent Custody Visitors’ Seminar which was held in the Gateshead Civic Centre on Saturday, 23 June 2007.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority has operated a lay visiting scheme, later re-named independent custody visiting scheme, since 1986.

2.2 The Police Reform Act 2002 placed independent custody visiting on a statutory basis from 1 April 2003.

2.3 The Home Secretary subsequently issued the code of practice on independent custody visiting that Police Authorities and independent custody visitors must have regard to in carrying out their relevant functions.

2.4
The code of practice states that the basic responsibility for the training of 

independent custody visitors lies with the Police Authority.

2.5
The independent custody visitors were consulted on the proposed arrangements for the seminar and the themes for the presentations were based on their suggestions. 

3. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR - REPORT 

3.1 Thirty three independent custody visitors and three Members of the Authority attended the seminar. Councillor Thompson opened and chaired the seminar, on behalf of the Authority.

3.2 Sergeant Caroline Ord, Gateshead Area Command, gave a presentation on the effect of drugs in custody.  This covered the law, drugs and custody, excited delirium and deaths in custody. 

3.3 Gill McGill, Drug Intervention Programme, Gateshead and Eileen Cowey from 24/7 gave a presentation on the Drug Intervention Programme and its work in Custody suites.

3.4 Inspector Billy Gilroy, Gateshead Area Command, gave an update on Northumbria Police Custody arrangements. 

3.5 Brian Wilson then gave an update on Custody Visiting Scheme Arrangements.

3.6 Councillor Thompson then summarised the main points of the seminar in closing the event.

3.7 An additional presentation was due to be given at the seminar on mental health issues.  Unfortunately the speaker withdrew from the programme after being involved in a car accident. The programme was amended to reflect this change.

3.8 A report on the independent custody visitors’ training seminar will be sent to all independent custody visitors and Members of the Authority for their information in the near future.

4. FEEDBACK ON THE SEMINAR

4.1 The initial feedback from those that attended the seminar was that it had been a very interesting and worthwhile event.

5. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

6. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The travelling expenses involved with attending the seminar and catering costs can be met from within the 2007/08 revenue budget.

8. RECOMMENDATION

9.1
The Committee is asked to note the report.
