
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

19 June 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C45
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 5 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C46
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2006/07 – YEAR END OUTTURN

Consideration has been given to the final capital payments made in 2006/07 and reasons for variations from the third quarter review of the capital programme, together with the impact of CIPFA’s Prudential Code on the capital programme and the monitoring of performance against the statutory prudential indicators.

RESOLVED -  
(i)
That Council be recommended to approve the financing 



of the 2006/07 Capital Programme as set out in the 




report.
(ii)
That it be confirmed to Council that none of the 
approved prudential indicators set for 2006/07 have 
been breached.

The above decisions has been made to ensure:

(A) 
Optimum use of the Council’s capital resources in 
2006/07.

(B) 
Performance has remained within the approved 
prudential limits.

C47
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION


Consideration has been given proposed amendments to the Council’s Constitution.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 






amendments to the Council’s Constitution as set out in 





appendices 2 to 5 to the report.






(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 






Services, following consultation with the Leader of the 





Council, be authorised to make any final necessary 






amendments to the Constitution.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council’s Constitution remains fit for purpose and that its aims and principles are given effect.

C48
LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT (LAA) – ANNUAL REPORT


Consideration has been given to the Local Area Agreement Annual Report 2006/07.

RESOLVED - 
That the Local Are Agreement Annual Report, in particular the Council’s contribution to meeting priorities as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure the Council and Gateshead Strategic Partnership’s policy framework and priorities effectively address emerging national issues to result in positive outcomes for local people.

C49
APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL BODIES, JOINT COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

Consideration has been given to proposed amendments to the membership of some Council Bodies, Joint Committees and Outside Bodies following the recent changes to Cabinet portfolios.





RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed changes to the membership of the 






bodies set out in appendix 2 be approved.

(ii) That the appointment of the Chair of the Audit Committee as the Council’s Champion for Risk Management be approved.

C50
ELECTED MEMBER LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN


Consideration has been given to the proposed policy for Elected Member Learning 
and Development, which has been prepared in line with the principles of the North 
East Charter for Elected Member Development. 


RESOLVED -
That the Elected Member Learning and Development Policy 





and Implementation Plan be approved.

The above decision has been made to support the Council’s commitment to achieving accreditation to the North East Charter for Elected Member Development.

C51
REFURBISHMENT OF BACK LANES 2007/08


Consideration has been given to a programme of back lane refurbishment schemes in 2007/08.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of back lane refurbishment 


schemes for 2007/08 as set out in appendix 2 to the 


report be approved.

(ii) 
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 
to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction 
Operations under the terms of the Highways, Drainage 
and Street Lighting Maintenance Contract and the 
balance to the annual surfacing contractor.


   


(iii) 
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 



Services be authorised to advertise and make any 



temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary 


during the works.


The above decisions were made to continue to address the backlog of deterioration of back lanes throughout the borough.

C 52
EFFICIENCY – SUBMISSION OF 2006/07 BACKWARD LOOKING ANNUAL EFFICIENCY STATEMENT

Consideration has been given to the proposed Annual Efficiency Statement – Backward Look 2006/07 for submission to the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), which provides details of the Council’s delivery of the Government’s Efficiency target for 2006/07.


RESOLVED - 
That the submission of the Annual Efficiency Statement – 
Backward Look for 2006/07 to DCLG be approved.


The above decision has been made because the Council is obliged to submit the 
Statement to demonstrate that it has achieved the target for efficiency gains set by 
the Government.

C53
TENDERS AND SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES

(i) Contract for the provision of Window Cleaning Services

Consideration has been given to tenders received for the contract for the provision of window cleaning services arranged on behalf of the Council, Gateshead Schools, Northumbria Police Authority and Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service.

RESOLVED - 
That the tender from City Clean be accepted for the provision of Window Cleaning Services for a period of 24 months with effect from 1 July 2007, with the option to extend for a further 2 x 12 month periods.

The above decision has been made because it is the most economically advantageous tender.
(ii) Chopwell Multi-Use Games Area

Consideration has been given to the proposed scheme and estimate for the Chopwell Multi-Use Games Area to be located on the site of the redundant all weather pitch within the grounds of Chopwell Primary School.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated cost of 





£185,185.00 be approved.





(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to invite tenders for the scheme in 






accordance with Contract Procedure Rule 5.1 of the 





Council’s Constitution.


The above decision has been made to enhance existing facilities at the Pioneer 
Centre, Chopwell and to support the local Community Enterprise.

C54
APPOINTMENT OF A LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNOR

Consideration has been given to the appointment of a Local Authority School Governor to Blaydon West Primary School where a vacancy has arisen, in accordance with Regulation 6 of The School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2003.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of Stella C Kaszefko as a Local Authority 


School Governor to Blaydon West Primary School where there 


is a vacancy, for a period of four years with effect from 19 June 


2007 be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the School Governing Body has 
full membership.

C55
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER FUND

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Government’s consultation on the Community Asset Transfer Fund.


RESOLVED - 
That the response as set out in appendix 1 to the report be 




approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.

C56
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C57
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C58
LEASEHOLD ACQUISITION OF PREMISES FOR THE GATESHEAD HOUSING 
COMPANY (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the leasehold acquisition of Olas House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley Trading Estate and the grant of a sub lease to The Gateshead Housing Company on the terms set out in the report. 


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which were discounted 
included less suitable premises available on less favourable terms.


RESOLVED - 
That the leasehold acquisition of Olas House, Fifth Avenue 



Business Park on a 15 year lease on full repairing and insuring 


terms by Gateshead Council and the grant of a sub lease on 



the same terms to The Gateshead Housing Company be 



approved.

The above decision has been made to provide The Gateshead Housing Company with suitable and appropriate accommodation for its Administrative Headquarters.
C59
ICT INFRASTRUCTURE FOR BALTIC BUSINESS QUARTER (Paragraph 1)

Consideration has been given to proposals to provide an ICT Infrastructure for Baltic Business Quarter.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the continued working relationship with the existing 

IT consultancy ADIT to manage the process (including 

preparing tender documentation, evaluating tenders and 

proposed business plans and recommending partners) 

at a cost of 5% of the cost of the contract be noted.



(ii)
That the intention for ADIT to assist in identifying 


suitable potential commercial partners from the Office of 

Government 
Commerce approved list of suppliers and 

any other suitably experienced supplier, who will be 


invited to bid for the contract be endorsed.


(iii)
That the intention to advertise the contract and issue a 

tender to secure a private sector partner with suitable 


experience to oversee the procurement of the network 

and thereafter work in partnership with the Council 


subject to a formal agreement to manage the network 


and the delivery of broadband services and support to 

end users at the Baltic Business Quarter be endorsed. 


The above decisions have been made   for the following reasons:

(A) 
To provide Baltic Business Quarter with a unique 
selling point with which to attract modern 
businesses that will create high quality jobs.




(B)
To provide a platform for expanding to other 




areas of Gateshead and supporting wireless 




networks for residents, visitors, businesses and 



the delivery of public services and for achieving 



many of the outcomes of Vision 2030.  For 




example:

· City of Gateshead – “Global connections through transport and ICT” and “Robust and sustainable economic base”. There would be cost benefit to users particularly “creative” businesses who have a high demand for reliable and high speed capacity broadband.  A publicly controlled ICT network is cited as a milestone within the pathway to achieving the vision.

· Gateshead Goes Global – “A local economy with global markets and that is attractive to international businesses”.  The network would be an important element of achieving the milestone of “establishing international links to support the delivery of sustainable Gateshead”.

· Creative Gateshead – the network would make significant inroads into achieving “Effective digital infrastructure reaching and used by all homes and businesses” and “Population of high achievers, driven by aspiration and creativity”. 





(C)
The network would contribute towards 






“Sustainable Gateshead” by facilitating 






sustainable electronic methods of working such 




as home working and e-business.
C60
PROPERTY TRANSACTION (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the disposal of garden land adjacent to 2 Cadaway 
Houses, Lead Road, Greenside, Ryton.


RESOLVED - 
That the disposal of garden land adjacent to 2 Cadaway 




Houses, Lead Road, Greenside, Ryton to Mr and Mrs Johnson 



be approved on the terms and conditions set out in appendix 1 



to the report.


The above decision has been made to manage resources effectively.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 20 June 2007
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