
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

17 July 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, Graham, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns and Mole
C83
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 3 July 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C84
TENDERS AND SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES


(i)
Council Buildings Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Programme 
2007/08

Consideration has been given to a programme of works to Council buildings in 2007/08 to enable the Council to meet its obligations under DDA.

RESOLVED -  
(i)
That the programme of works to the following Council 




buildings as detailed in the report be approved.

· Libraries (Felling, Dunston Activity Centre, 





Rowlands Gill, Pelaw, Winlaton, Sunderland 





Road, Wrekenton and Crawcrook)

· Housing – Communal Areas (Bensham Court, 




Regent Court, Park Court, Peareth Court, 





Mulgrave Villas and Warwick Court)

· Primary Schools (Front Street, Carr Hill, Lingey 




House, Larkspur, Bill Quay, Chopwell, Bede, 





Crookhill, Ravensworth, Kells Lane, Emmaville. 




High Spen, Bill Quay and Colegate).

· Civic Centre (contribution towards the provision 




of an accessible toilet as part of the refurbishment 




works to the canteen).





(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, 




be authorised to negotiate a tender for the works with 





the Group Director, Local Environmental Services and to 




place orders within the overall budget limit.




(iii)
That the intention to carry out audits of routes around 





urban parks, country parks and cemeteries / crematoria 




to identify the scope of works required to comply with 





DDA and that works to community centres and leisure 




services buildings are subject to the outcome of service 




reviews, and will be identified in future capital 






programmes, be noted. 


The above decision has been made to provide inclusive/accessible facilities to 
enable staff to deliver an effective service in buildings, which assist in meeting 
obligations under the DDA.

(ii)
Bill Quay & Colegate Primary Schools: Relocation of Special 



Educational Needs Autism Unit and Speech & Language Unit from 


Lindisfarne Primary  


Consideration has been to the proposed scheme and estimate for relocating the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Autism Base at Lindisfarne Primary to Bill Quay Primary School and the SEN Speech and Language Base to Colegate Primary School.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the cumulative scheme and estimates of £250,000 




for the various works at Bill Quay Primary School and 





£150,000 for works at Colegate Primary School be 





approved.






(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to negotiate tenders with the Group Director, 




Local Environmental Services, for the works.


The above decisions have been made for the following reason:


To provide viable facilities to enable school staff to maintain effective delivery of 
SEN school services and continuation of the existing school services in Bill Quay 
and Colegate Primary Schools.
C85
TREASURY ANNUAL REPORT 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the Treasury Annual Report for 2006/07.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the Treasury 





Annual Report for 2006/07 as set out in appendix 2 to the 





report. 


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council fully complies with 
the requirements of Financial Regulations and good practice as recommended by 
the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) in its Code of 
Practice on Treasury Management.
C86
REVENUE OUTTURN 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the revenue outturn position for the financial year 
2006/07 and to proposed appropriations to reserves consistent with previous 
decisions and the Medium Term Financial Strategy.

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Note the 2006/07 revenue outturn position of the 



Council, subject to audit.

(ii) Agree the appropriations to strategic reserves outlined in 


the report resulting in an increase to the General Fund 


of £0.323m.

(ii)
Agree the need for continued effective budgetary 



control during 2007/08. 


The above decision has been made to ensure effective use of Council resources. 
C87
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2007/08 – FIRST 
QUARTER REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2007/08 capital 
programme and prudential indicators at the end of the first quarter to 30 June 2007.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 





variations to the 2007/08 capital programme as detailed 




in appendix 2 to the report, as the revised programme.





(ii)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 





financing of the revised programme.

(iii) That it be confirmed to Council that none of the prudential indicators set for 2007/08 have been breached.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To accommodate changes to the Council’s in-






year capital expenditure plans.






(B)
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s 






capital resources in 2007/08.





(C)
To ensure performance has remained within the 





approved prudential limits.
C88
HOUSING STRATEGY 2007-2012


Consideration has been given to the proposed Housing Strategy for 2007 to 2012, 
which has been discussed by the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory 
Group.


RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to:

(i) Agree the Housing Strategy 2007-2012 as set out in appendix 3 to the report.

(ii) Approve the associated documents set out in appendices 3 and 4 to the report. 

(iii) Authorise the Group Director, Community Based Services, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport, be authorised to make any final amendments to the Strategy and associated documents that may be necessary.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that the Strategy retains Fit For 




Purpose within the timetable agreed with GONE.





(B)
To enable the Council and its partners to have a 



clear statement of its intentions and priorities with 



regards to housing in Gateshead.

C89
HOUSING STRATEGY FOR OLDER PEOPLE 2007 - 2012


Consideration has been given to the proposed Housing Strategy for Older People 
2007 to 2012 and associated communications policy, which has been discussed by 
Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i)
Approve the Housing Strategy for Older People 
2007 to 2012.





(ii)
Approve the accompanying communications 





policy.





(iii)
Authorise the Group Director, Community Based 




Services, following consultation with the Cabinet 




Member for Economy, Housing and Transport to 




make any final necessary amendments to the 





strategy and communications policy that may be 




necessary.



The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council is able to provide good quality housing and related services for older people in Gateshead that meets their different needs).

C90
FEES AND CHARGES POLICY – ADULT LEARNING COURSES


Consideration has been given to changes to the Council’s fees and charging policy 
for adult learning.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the revised fees 


and charging policy for adult learning as set out in appendix 2 


to the report for implementation with effect from 1 August 2007.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To ensure that the Council complies with the 






contractual requirements of its major funding 






body (Learning and Skills Council) for adult 






learning.

(B) 
To enable the continuing development of an 
exciting, inclusive and engaging adult learning 
offer by Gateshead Council.

C91
REVISED GATESHEAD TOWN CENTRE PLANNING STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the revised Town Centre Planning Strategy, which 
has been the subject of consultation.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That t  he Council be recommended to adopt the revised 



Strategy as set out in appendix 3 to the report, as 




Interim Policy Advice. 





(ii)
That the Strategy forms the basis for further detailed 





studies on how its aims can be delivered.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To secure a sustainable future for the Town 




Centre which meets the policies and aspirations 



of the Council.






(B)
To provide a sound basis for the commissioning 




of future studies and funding applications.
C92
DUNSTON RIVERSIDE INTERIM POLICY ADVICE


Consideration has been given to the adoption of Interim Policy Advice for the Dunston Riverside Site, which has been the subject of consultation.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to adopt the Interim Policy 


Advice for Dunston Riverside as set out in appendix 2 to the 



report.


The above decision has been made to amplify and clarify the policies in the adopted Unitary Development Plan and to guide residential development on the site.

C93
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY DELIVERY PLAN 2007-08


Consideration has been given to The Gateshead Housing Company’s Delivery Plan 2007-08.


RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Housing Company’s Delivery Plan for 



2007-08, as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable The Gateshead Housing Company to 
implement the plan.






(B)
To improve housing provision in Gateshead and 




help to build sustainable communities.
C94
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – INDEPENDENT COMMISSION ON LOCAL 
COUNCILLORS


Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Independent 
Commission on Local Councillors consultation seeking views on incentives and 
barriers to people becoming councillors.


RESOLVED -
That the response to the consultation as set out in the annex to 



the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.

C95
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C96
FREIGHT DEPOT SITE PLANNING BRIEF (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a compulsory purchase order being made to 
secure the comprehensive acquisition and redevelopment of the Freight Depot site, 
St James, Gateshead and for the draft Planning Brief for the area to be adopted as 
Interim Policy Advice.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 





Services be authorised to make a Compulsory Purchase 




Order under Section 226(1)(a) of the Town and Country 




Planning Act 1990, on the Freight Depot site as set out 




in the plan at appendix 3 to the report.



(ii)
That the Council be recommended to adopt the Freight 


Depot Planning Brief as set out in appendix 4 to the 



report as interim policy advice.      



(iii)
That Officers be authorised to continue negotiations in 


respect of the purchase of sites and also identify a 



potential developer partner.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable the comprehensive acquisition of the 
site and redevelopment for housing purposes.

(B) 
Adoption of the Planning Brief as IPA will make it 
a material planning consideration and afford it 
considerable weight in determining planning 
applications and allow the full potential of the site 
to be realised through a comprehensive 
development scheme.

C97
Review Of Parking and Regulation Team, Transport & Highways, 
Development and Enterprise – Outcome of Trade Union Consultations 
(Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the outcome of trade union consultation on the 
above review.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals to 



restructure and rename the Parking and Regulation Team 




within Development and Enterprise, ‘Parking Services’, as set 



out in appendices 3 to 5 to the report.

The above decision has been made to provide an effective and efficient service to meet the changing needs of parking management and improve service delivery.

C98
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a property disposal and a surplus declaration.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the disposal of the former housing office, Fewster 




Square, Leam Lane, to Mr S Pabary be approved on the 




terms and conditions set out in appendix 1 to the report.




(ii)
That Clover Hill School Bungalow (former caretakers 




residence) be declared surplus to requirements because 



it is no longer required.


The above decision has been made to manage resources effectively.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 19 July 2007
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