Tyne & Wear Archives Development Trust

Second meeting of the Board held at Tyne & Wear Archives Service, 20 July 2007.

Present: Fiona Green, Gerry Langley, John McElroy (chairman), Alan Seaman

In attendance: Liz Rees, Chief Archivist, Lee Williamson, Eversheds

1 Introductions & apologies

All present introduced themselves, as there were new members. 

Apologies had been received from John Gall, Janette Hilton, Grace McCombie and Joyce Quin, as well as Ann Borthwick and Ian Rutherford, supporting officers.

2 Minutes of the last meeting

These were accepted and signed.

There were no matters arising.

3 Set up costs

(Lee Williamson left the room while this item was discussed)

The projected set up costs were agreed and the board authorised officers to proceed.

It was resolved to appoint Eversheds as legal advisers to the board.

4 Constitution & membership

LW summarised the background to unincorporated associations and charitable status. It was straightforward to start up in this way then move to a different status later if required.

Members do not have limited liability but it is possible to take out insurance.

Application to the Charity Commission takes up to 70 working days for initial processing, which may be followed by further questions.

There was a need to establish the rules of the organisation. These would be transposed into objects which demonstrate the charitable purposes.

A general powers clause would enable other activities in furtherance of the objects.

There was discussion of membership. The trustees would pass bye-laws including subscriptions and classes of membership.

It was agreed that full membership would be open to over-16s.

It was agreed that trustees should sit for three years, with provision for re-election. The secretary has to be a trustee. The chairman would be appointed by the archives joint committee.

Eversheds will provide a draft constitution to be agreed at the next meeting.

5 Finance

LR had obtained the necessary forms to set up an account with the Co-operative Bank. Board members were required to complete their individual details and provide ID.

6 Any other business

There was none.

7 Next meeting

The date for the next meeting in mid-September would be circulated.

