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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
30 August 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Bids & projects

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To seek permission of the joint committee for the submission of funding bids

 

Background

1. Formal permission of the joint committee is required for submission of bids for external funding.

2. Three opportunities have recently been opened to the archives service.
Projects

3. The archives service has previously received funding from the Wellcome Trust’s Research Resources in Medical History programme. A further round of funding was announced earlier this year and the archives service submitted a preliminary bid for the cataloguing of the records of St Mary’s Hospital, Stannington, the former Gateshead Mental Asylum. There is currently great interest in the history of mental illness and its treatment and the Gateshead hospital’s records are the last remaining uncatalogued for Tyne and Wear. As a result the archives service has been invited to submit a second stage bid. The project, if successful, will be worth just over £28,000. No match funding is required for this programme.

4. The National Archives announced in July the extension of a cataloguing grants scheme funded by the Pilgrim Trust and the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation to four more regions, including the north east. This is also a two-stage application process and a preliminary application has been submitted for the cataloguing of the Swan Hunter archive, as well as the creation of collection-level descriptions of all the archives service’s shipbuilding collections. The bid is for £38,000 with an additional £7,000 provided in kind by the archives service.

5. The Museums Libraries and Archives Council has initiated a national Action for Archives programme, with different strands available to different regions. The north east has been allocated “Strategic planning and influencing” in the form of a tailored training and mentoring programme. The chief archivist intends to make an application based around the future planning and development needs of the service.

Recommendation

6. The committee is recommended to approve the submission of the bids described in 3-5 above and the acceptance of funding if successful.

Alternative Options

7. There is no alternative option at present.
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