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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
30 August 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Purchase of archive

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the committee of the purchase of an important archive and the receipt of a grant towards it.

 

Background

1. The Archives Service was recently offered the opportunity for a private purchase of material relating to the Wearmouth Docks, Sunderland, including a small group of letters from Isambard Kingdom Brunel, illustrating his involvement with the project.

2. The archives service does not have a budget ear-marked for purchases of documents, but must fund them from its general budget with grant aid where available. Most documents are freely donated to or deposited with the archives service, but recently more material is being offered for sale, often at high prices.
3. The Science Museum has a fund (the PRISM fund) for purchase or conservation of museum or archive items relating to science and engineering.
Outcome

4. An application to the PRISM Fund for 50% of the cost of the purchase, the maximum available, was successful and the archive has been acquired.

5. The archive comprises letters, predominantly addressed to Michael Lane, engineer, who was born at Shadwell, London, c. 1804. His engineering career started with work on the Thames Tunnel under Sir Mark Isambard Brunel, and Lane was to be associated with the Brunels more or less continuously for the rest of his life. Lane was Resident Engineer to the Wearmouth Dock Company from 1835 to 1839, working on the new dock designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. From Sunderland, Brunel called him to work on the Great Western Railway, based at Bath. It was probably around this time that he met and married his wife, Jane, a native of Bath. Lane applied for a number of posts around the country over the next few years, and served as Engineer to the Hull Dock Company (probably 1842-1845, in connection with the new docks which were built around that time). By late 1845, however, he had returned to Bath (if, indeed, he had not retained this connection throughout), serving as Engineer in Chief to the Great Western Railway until his death on 27 February 1868.

6. The collection is currently being catalogued.

Recommendation

7. The committee is recommended to note the report.

Alternative Options

8. There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  
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