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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
30 August 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Teacher/Educator visit to Germany and the Czech Republic

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on an overseas visit made by the Learning & Outreach Manager

 

Background

1. The Archives Service provides a successful and well-used service to schools throughout Tyne & Wear, providing advice and resources to support the curriculum.

2. The Learning & Outreach Manager was invited to join a fully-funded study visit to Germany and the Czech Republic from 25 July to 4 August. This was a pilot organised by the Imperial War Museum and funded by the Big Lottery Fund to evaluate similar visits by teachers and students under phase two of the Their Past Your Future project. This phase of TPYF moves on from World War II to look at Cold War and post imperial conflicts.
Outcomes

3. The programme included visits to Berlin, Leipzig, Nuremburg and Prague, as well as to Lidice, the village wiped out in the terror of 1942. The visit to Berlin included a discussion in the top functionaries’ coffee lounge of the former Stasi headquarters with a former internee.

4. One immediate result of the visit is that TWAS will be supplying teachers on the pilot visit with images of Hitler and Nuremburg taken by Hoffman, Hitler's favourite photographer, which were donated to our educational resource some years ago.

5. The archives service will benefit directly from the Learning & Outreach Manager’s own professional development, observation of best practice, networking with national organizations and the ability to tailor packages for schools. There is also indirect long-term benefit from participation in a prestige project.

6. TPYF grants of up to £10,000 from the Big Lottery Fund for local projects have just been announced and the archives service intends to submit a bid involving our Cold War civil defence records (primarily from local authorities) for use by schools.

Recommendation

7. The committee is recommended to:-

· Note the report.

· Approve submission of a bid to Their Past Your Future

Alternative Options

8. There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  
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