
[image: image1.png]



COUNCIL MEETING

19th July 2007

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This is the report of the Cabinet.  Its purpose is to report on issues for the period June and July 2007.

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES  - AREAS

Area Forums

The preparation in readiness for the first round of meetings of the Area Forums has meant they were well organised and very well attended by Council representatives and partner organisations.  

The Forums have had wide-ranging discussions and it is evident there is a commitment from all the members of the Forums to work together to improve the Areas they are involved in. Partners are offering to host future meetings in venues such as schools and community fire stations and Nexus have offered to provide transport to allow people to get to the venues. 

There will be opportunities for future training and development for Forum members and it is intended that each Area Forum hold a half-day development session in early September.  It is also intended that a Members Seminar will be held in September to further discuss ways of working.

Neighbourhood Plans

Whilst there are already a number of Neighbourhood plans in place, our aim is to progress to a situation where all 85 neighbourhoods in the Borough are covered by a plan.  The plans will be developed with the involvement of local people and will describe the characteristics of the neighbourhood, its particular strengths and the key issues and challenges that it faces.  The plans will highlight the priorities that need to be addressed and will include an action plan setting out how the Council and its partners will allocate resources to meet these priorities.  They will also inform the priorities for the emerging “next generation” Local Area Agreement in June 2008.  The Area Forums will need to consider how we are going to achieve complete coverage of neighbourhood plans and the priority of neighbourhoods in relation to the rollout.

3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

This is a very busy time of year for children and young people and those who work with them. The following successful events have taken place over the last few weeks:

The Annual Governors Conference was held at the Dryden Centre, with over 80 governors in attendance. Two nationally known speakers addressed the theme of "Engaging the Community". Professor Charles Desforges spoke on parental involvement, and Maggie Farrar (National College for School Leadership) on the role of governors in community leadership.

The Sage Gateshead hosted the Annual Schools Music Showcase Concert. A massed choir of almost 800 children from 25 schools sang familiar North Eastern songs, as well as a new song looking forward to the Beijing Olympics - for which the children sang a verse in Chinese! A wide range of bands and instrumental groups also performed, with the whole event compered by Jonathan Edwards, CBE, Freeman of Gateshead.  The Gateshead Youth Orchestra accompanied the choir at the concert, and has since then successfully completed its 15th annual overseas visit, to Tuscany.

The Dryden Centre also recently hosted the launch of the Council's new Anti-Bullying Strategy, reflecting our long-standing commitment to addressing bullying in all its forms. The strategy addresses the familiar physical and verbal abuse (including racist behaviour), as well as more modern "cyber" bullying involving text messages, e-mails and chat room communications.

Gateshead International Stadium was the venue for the Annual Gateshead Schools Athletics Festival on an unusually fine day in June.  Around 1200 children from 48 schools competed in a range of running, jumping, skipping and throwing events.

A new Healthy School Status has been introduced, replacing the former Healthy Schools Award, which every Gateshead school had achieved at some point. The Mayor attended the recent event to present plaques to the first 17 schools to achieve this new status, which requires schools to meet the criteria in four areas: personal and social health, healthy eating, physical activity and emotional health and well-being.

Many young people, who have achieved excellence in sport, recently attended the Leisure Centre for the Annual Gateshead Schools, Young Sports Achievers Awards. As well as seeing the presentation of the awards, an enthusiastic audience saw some very high-quality demonstrations of the standards achieved by our young people.

4. ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

Older Peoples Festival and Assembly 
The Looking Forward Festival 24th - 28th September will be the first Older People's Festival to be held in Gateshead and will be devoted to information and activities for people in Gateshead aged 50+years. A varied programme will be delivered across the week and will include health and lifestyle options, creative and arts activities, Silver Screenings at the Tyneside Theatre and a Gateshead version of the Antiques Roadshow, to name but a few of the planned activities. The key event at the Festival will be the launch of an Older People's Assembly. The Assembly will represent the interests and changing needs of older people in Gateshead by providing a forum for discussion and debate. It will be a democratically elected body and will mirror the model of the Youth Assembly and Youth Council. The Assembly will work with a range of organisations delivering work with older people and will develop a relationship with key agencies such as the Council, Health organisations and the voluntary sector, to ensure that the aspirations of older people are being met. Work is currently being undertaken with a group of older people, supported by the Council, to progress the development of the Assembly and to consider how to best achieve broad representation within the five neighbourhood areas.
Promoting Independence Team

As part of the development of Gateshead Council's in-house Domiciliary Care Service, a Promoting Independence Team was established in January 2007 that aims to be the entry point to all domiciliary care services. The service will give priority to people in hospital at the point of discharge and work to prevent avoidable admissions by working in partnership with the service user, to promote person-centred and outcome-focused approaches that will maximise the service user's potential and promote reablement in the home setting, to support people to maintain their independence. The service is time-limited and can be for a period of up to twelve weeks, with the objective to move the service user to a long-term service arrangement if required. Additionally, the service can sign-post service users, ensuring that they are provided with additional information about services available in their local communities which can meet individual needs through greater choice and improved opportunities of social links. To date the service has received 258 referrals from across the borough and outcomes have been positive with a total of 124 people achieving greatly enhanced levels of independence.


5. ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Emmaus

Emmaus is a national charity that tackles homelessness, particularly amongst single people. A network of self-supporting communities exists across the UK where around 20 to 25 people are able to find a home, work and sense of belonging. A group, which aims to provide a scheme in Gateshead, has been formed, and is being supported by Housing Services. At present, the main aim is to raise awareness of the proposed scheme and attract new members to their group. The next stage will be to find premises where residents would be able to live and work and they will then apply to the charity for funding to set up a scheme.

6.
SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

The Graded Response Protocol

The Graded Response Protocol for all partners has been updated in line with the Respect Agenda and will be sent out to all members and partnerships in the next couple of weeks. The ‘Respect Gateshead’ presentation to local community groups who have made a positive contribution to the Respect Agenda took place in the Mayoral Parlour on Monday 2nd July 2007. The contract for Gateshead’s Family Intervention Project has been awarded to Barnados. This project will work intensively, in terms of providing wrap around services to 6 – 10 of our most challenging families.

UK’s First GreatWay

The UK’s first GreatWay has been installed on Baltic Square. The Great North Way is the first of a network of under street, electronic timing systems to be located throughout the UK, which include sensors to allow runners to monitor their progress along identified training routes.

A permanent timing system has been installed in the pavement of Baltic Square and participants wearing an electronic timing chip can trigger the timing mechanism each time they pass, which results in their name and lap times being shown on an electronic display. The GreatWay will log activity online for participants to access. 

The one-mile route goes along the Gateshead quayside in front of The Sage Gateshead, across the Swing Bridge, back along the Newcastle quayside, returning to Baltic Square over the Gateshead Millennium Bridge. For more information visit www.greatactivity.org
Blaydon Burn 

As part of the BBC’s Breathing Places and Springwatch initiatives, the Blaydon Burn Springwatch Festival was held on Saturday, 9th June.  Gateshead was chosen as one of the campaign’s ‘Breathing Spaces Cities’ and the Blaydon Burn Festival was one of 16 events being held across the country.  The main theme of the event was linked to the BBC’s ‘Do one thing for nature’ campaign and invited members of the public to make a pledge for the coming year.

2500 visitors signed a pledge to ‘do one thing for nature’ so with other family members at least 3000 people attended. This is an excellent springboard for future activities at the Burn, supported by a 3-year grant from CDEnt (County Durham Environment Trust).

7. CONCLUSION

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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