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Appendix B   Central Gateshead Development Framework Context 

Bottle Bank Housing: 2003 >

St James: 2001 >
Sheltered Housing: completed 2005

Elderly Housing: completed 2005

Brandling redevelopment

Potential Housing Site

Sunderland Road Redevelopment 2007 >

Baltic Business Quarter: 7000 new jobs

Town Centre redevelopment

Gateshead Quays

Gateshead International StadiumHousing Improvements: 2010 >

Decent Homes. Housing Improvements: 2006

Housing Improvements: 2007 > 2010

Decent Homes. Housing Improvements: 2007

Housing Improvements: 2004 > 2007

Metro Station

Metro Station
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PROXIMITY TO TOWN CENTRE 
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APPENDIX H – SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTS PARTICULARLY 
RELEVANT TO DEVELOPMENT SITE 
 
‘Building-in Sustainability - A guide to sustainabl e development 
and construction in the North East’  
 
This document has the overall aim of conserving and enhancing the unique and 
distinctive character of the north east. In particular, the Council would encourage the 
development to be energy neutral (producing as much energy from renewable 
sources as the development is likely to use – Policy MWR36) and recycled building 
materials must be used where possible (January 2006 paragraph 13.103). A report 
for NewcastleGateshead HMR Pathfinder ‘Environmental Sustainability in Housing 
Materials, Design and Construction : current and future policy’ has also been 
prepared (January 2006 paragraph 13.103). Developers are advised to follow the 
above guidance in all relevant aspects. 
 
Design for Manufacture Competition 
 
The competition launched in April 2005 by Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott to 
address major increase of construction costs in recent years by creating a target of 
construction costs at £60,000 for 30% of the homes built. The aim is to demonstrate 
integration of efficient construction methods, building cost effectively across a range 
on housing types without sacrificing quality or sustainability (low carbon or carbon 
neutral). For further information please refer to www.designformanufacture.info/. 
Following this exercise a ‘Lessons Learnt’ document was produced in June 2006. 
One of the main lessons learnt was “Density with houses, not just flats: Efficient land 
use need not always mean one-bedroom flats. Through this competition developers 
will be achieving densities of over 60 homes per hectare mainly with houses” (page 
7). 
 
 

Gateshead 2006 – Housing Needs Study  
 

David Cumberland Housing Regeneration Ltd (DCHR) was commissioned in 
November 2005 to undertake a comprehensive housing needs and support 
survey for Gateshead Council. Overall, the research aims to assess the future 
housing needs of Gateshead; identify housing markets and understand their 
drivers; consider support needs of residents; and provide a thorough and 
robust evidence base to support the development of Gateshead’s housing 
strategy and planning policies. 

 
For further information this document is available on 
http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/DocumentLibrary/housing/Leaflets/housingneedsresea
rchoct06.pdf  
 
 



 
Building for Life Standards 

 
The Building for Life Standard is the National Benchmark for well designed housing 
and neighbourhoods. Launched by John Prescott in 2003, it is awarded to 
housebuilders  and housing associations that demonstrate a commitment to high 
design standards, good place making and  sustainable development. To achieve a 
Building for Life Standard, applicants must demonstrate a fulfilments of the Building 
for Life criteria. 

The Building for Life criteria are the measure by which we assess design quality in 
new housing and award the Building for Life standard. The criteria embody Building 
for Life's vision of what housing should be: functional, attractive, and sustainable. 

For further information please refer to www.buildingforlife.org  
 

 
 
 

 
New Build Buyers Study 
 

  Overall  Gateshead 
Pathfinder  

Newcastle 
Pathfinde
r 

Gateshead  Newcastle  Surrounding 
Areas 

Detached 
2 
bedroom
s 

2.70% 1.50% 2.20% 6.50%  - 2.60% 

Detached 
3 
bedroom
s 

28.90% 26.90% 23.60% 34.70% 20.10% 34.40% 

Detached 
4 
bedroom
s 

37.00% 33.00% 21.00% 37.90% 21.50% 58.40% 

Detached  
5 
bedroom
s 

8.00% 2.30% 1.90% 18.40% 1.90% 12.10% 

Semi 
Detached 
1 
bedroom 

1.80% 1.50% 0.70% 2.20% 5.70% 0.50% 

Semi 
Detached 
2 
bedroom
s 

7.50% 6.10% 10.50% 11.90% 2.90% 14.70% 

Semi 
Detached 
3 
bedroom
s 

26.40% 40.50% 22.80% 31.00% 28.70% 4.40% 

 Source: NLP: New Build Buyers Survey: Detailed Survey Analysis (February 2006) 
 

The above table reflects the main property types and sizes which would be important 
considerations for those looking to move in the next 5  years and demonstrates the 
need for more family housing. 



 
This shows the predominant preference for 3 and 4 bedroom housing.  However 
there is also a need for bungalows for elderly people as well as special needs 
accommodation. 
 
Security 
 
Proper attention should be given to crime prevention. Specific guidance is contained 
in SPG2 ‘Crime Prevention in New Development’. Car parking areas should be well 
lit and overlooked. Segregated footpaths should be well lit and should not give easy 
access as points of entry to the rear of premises. A closed circuit television (CCTV) 
scheme within the site may be appropriate at the outset. Additional landscaping 
should be designed so as not to provide a convenient screen for criminal activity. 
The layout should consider how buildings relate to the public realm, ensuring that 
buildings face the best way in order the gain the best interaction with these areas, 
especially in relation to natural surveillance. The following issues will be relevant: 
· Frequent door and window opening onto public spaces 
· Avoidance of blank gables onto the public realm 
· Street lighting covering all vulnerable areas. 
Reclamation Strategy 
 
The study included a ground investigation and a previous feasibility study that 
identified a number of issues to be addressed in the reclamation strategy, including: 
Inorganic Contaminants, Organic Contaminants, Groundwater 
Contamination/Quality, Burnt Colliery Spoil and Ballast.  
 
Shell and auger rotary exploratory holes, trial pits, window samples and in situ 
testing were carried out by GI contractor Geocore with supervision of Atkins. Gas 
and groundwater installations were also installed in the made ground, drift and 
bedrock with subsequent monitoring. For further information please refer to 
Gateshead Council. 
 
The study recommended reclamation based on: 
 
· Civil engineering methods 
· Earthworks balance calculations 
· Validation strategy dealing with both contamination and geotechnical constraints 
of the site.  
 
The preferred reclamation scheme recommends that if possible this should be 
carried out at the same time as a single contract. 
 
Developers are encouraged to explore the possibilities of ‘cut and fill’ on the site and 
the possibilities of balancing levels along Park Lane to enable easier at grade 
pedestrian access. 
 
 
 
 



Archaeology 
 
HER 5944 (Gateshead Park Way) – Serious production did not begin at Gateshead 
Park Colliery until three engines were installed here between 1740 and 1746 
(location not known) and two at Friar’s Goose in 1749 to solve drainage problems. 
The first Gateshead Park waggonway was laid to the original staith at the Trunk, and 
was still in use in 1754. Not long afterwards it was replaced by another, much 
shorter, way giving access to the below-bridge Salt Meadows staiths. The colliery 
may have been taken out of production in 1767. A new deeper colliery was opened 
outside Gateshead Park in 1798. It was nearer the river and took over the Salt 
Meadow facilities, probably using an iron way; together with the staith, it was given 
the name Tyne Main. 
 
HER 5963 (Friar’s Goose Way) – The shortest of all waggonways belonged to 
Friar’s Goose Colliery, which is mapped under its later name of Tyne Maine Colliery, 
East. It was made possible by the effort to drain Gateshead Park and was about a 
quarter of a mile long. Both workings and staith were later reused in developments of 
the Tyne Maine Colliery and in the reshufflings of Gateshead Staiths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


