Appendix 10


HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES 

Applications for all licences relating to Hackney Carriages will be determined according to their particular circumstances, but shall be subject to the following general conditions.

THE VEHICLE LICENCE

GRANT AND TRANSFER

Vehicle licences are granted to vehicles, not to people.  This means that a licence CANNOT be transferred from one vehicle to another.  

If you wish to obtain a new Hackney Carriage licence or change the vehicle on your licence the following procedures must be followed:

1. You must complete an application form for the vehicle.

2. You must pay the stated fee for a 12-month period.

3. You must surrender the original licence (if applicable).

4. Your vehicle must be presented for test and subsequently pass.

5. Written proof of consent to any change of vehicle must be provided from all interested parties.
6. A vehicle licence will only be issued where the vehicle has evidence of a   valid: 

(a) Vehicle Insurance Certificate specifically stating that the vehicle is to be used for hire or reward

(b) A Certificate of Mechanical Compliance Test from Local Environmental Services

(c) V5 vehicle registration document*(*in case of a new vehicle the sales invoice which must show engine and chassis numbers, shall be produced at the time of application and the registration document when it is received from DVLA.  The registration document must in all cases be produced within 6 weeks of licence issue)

(d) Before or on date of expiry, each certificate shall be produced together with the relevant renewal certificate to an Authorised Officer.

All documentation must be originals.

7. You must return your licence to the Licensing Office of the Council immediately if you change your home or business address, or if the licence expires, or you no longer wish to remain a licensed hackney carriage proprietor, or, when required to do so by an “Authorised Officer of the Council”.

MATTERS RELATING TO A VEHICLE’S AGE

Subject to the exceptions below;

8. When first registered with Gateshead Council as a Hackney Carriage, no vehicle shall be more than three years old.

9. No vehicle will be permitted to continue as a Hackney Carriage with Gateshead Council beyond the end of its eighth year.

10. The age of the vehicle will be determined as follows –

(i) if not previously used on a road anywhere in the world: date of first registration with DVLA

(ii) if previously used on a road anywhere in the world (e.g. an imported vehicle): the date of manufacture.
TYPE LIMITATIONS

11. The vehicle must fully comply with all Road Traffic legislation and must be a purpose built Hackney Carriage or, if not purpose built, comply with the following specification:

12. In the opinion of the Council, it must be an appropriate vehicle to be used as a Hackney Carriage

13. Be right-hand drive

14. Have a minimum seating capacity for at least four adult passengers

15. The vehicle’s engine capacity must not be less than the industry standard 1.3 litre engine capacity

16. The vehicle must be so constructed as to provide adequate space within its structure for the safe carriage of each passenger’s luggage or any equipment.  Adequate means must be provided for carrying and securing a reasonable amount of luggage. (External luggage racks tow bars and trailers are not permitted)

17. Luggage must be properly secured inside a vehicle that does not have a boot.

18. Passengers must be able to communicate with the driver.

19. The vehicle must have sufficient windows and at least one window on each side must be capable of being opened and closed.

20. The vehicle must be wind and watertight, and it must be maintained in a clean, comfortable, safe and mechanically sound condition and be in every way suitable for public service.

21. Have an adequate internal light to enable passengers to enter and leave the vehicle safely.

22. All exits must be easily accessible and not obstructed by another seat.  Access to all doors must be free from obstruction. (Any seating arrangement that requires passengers to climb over another seat is not permitted).
23. The condition of the vehicle’s bodywork and paintwork must be of an above average standard. 

24. The rear identification plate, supplied by the Council, shall be securely fixed to the outermost rear of the vehicle, so that it can be clearly read by pedestrians and other road users. The licence plate must not be displayed in any window of the vehicle. 

25. All seats must be properly cushioned or covered, and the floor must be provided with a proper carpet, mat or other suitable floor covering.

26. All seats must be permanently fixed to the vehicle and must be fitted with a 3-point seat belt or, where it is not practicable, a lap belt.  All retrospectively fitted belts must be approved by the Council.

27. The vehicle must be fitted with glass which is in accordance with current Vehicle Construction and Use Regulations prescribed in respect of the normal zone of vision i.e. the front windscreen 75 per cent light transmittance and the front door windows 70 per cent light transmittance.  In addition the remaining glass within the vehicle shall have a minimum light transmittance of not less than 70 per cent.  The rear of the vehicle must be fitted with at least one window (or one window per rear door fitted), the light transmission capacity of which must be a minimum of 75 per cent. No unapproved self-adhesive material (tinted or clear) shall be affixed to any part of the glass.

28. The vehicle must have at least four doors that can be opened from both inside and outside the vehicle. Each door must be able to be opened by passengers.

29. It must be fitted with a 1kg dry powder extinguisher or a 2 litre AFFF extinguisher approved to BS EN3: 1996, with the licence number painted on it.  The fire extinguisher must be properly maintained in accordance with BS5306: Part 3 and be secured in such a position in the vehicle as to be fit for immediate use in an emergency.

30. It must be provided with a first aid kit in a suitable container, with the licence number painted on it.

31. The vehicle must be provided with nearside and offside exterior rear view mirrors.

32. The fittings and furniture must be kept clean and well maintained and in every way fit for public service. 

33. The minimum wheelbase of the vehicle must be 2.44 metres.

34. The minimum unobstructed distance between the uncompressed seat cushion and the roof must be 0.9 metres (measured 0.25 metres from and parallel with the seat back) in relation to the front passenger and driver seats, and 0.84 metres in relation to any other passenger seats.

35. The minimum unobstructed distance between the seat back and the footwell bulkhead/facing seat back must be 0.95 metres in relation to the front passenger and driver seats, and 0.6 metres in relation to any other passenger seats.

36. The minimum unobstructed interior width of the vehicle must be 1.3 metres (excluding any armrests).

For disabled accessible Hackney Carriage Vehicles the following additional specifications apply:

Any vehicle, before it can be considered to be licensed as a Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle, must have, European Whole Body Type (M1) Approval, Low Volume Vehicle Producers Type Approval, or Single Vehicle Type Approval, including an inspection certificate issued by V.O.S.A. as a minimum standard.
37. If the vehicle is a purpose built Hackney Carriage it must comply with the current Greater London Authority Transport for London  “Conditions of Fitness”. 
Or, if it does not comply or is any other type of vehicle:

38. The interior of the vehicle must be able to accommodate a wheelchair and its user, and:

39. Have a minimum unobstructed available width of 0.74 metres (including at the point of entry)

40. Have a minimum unobstructed available length of 1.2 metres for a wheelchair and user 

41. Have a minimum unobstructed available height for a wheelchair and user of 1.3 metres at the point of entry and 1.4 metres when in the travelling position

42. The vehicle must be fitted with suitable wheelchair anchorages, either chassis or floor linked.

43. The vehicle must be fitted with a suitable 3-point belt or harness, either chassis or floor linked, for a wheelchair and its user. The belt/harness must be independent of the wheelchair anchorages.

44. The vehicle must have suitable ramps for a wheelchair user. The vehicle must have a secure and safe place for the ramps to be stored when they are not being used. Alternatively, the vehicle may be fitted with a tail lift or some other mechanical means of access, approved by the Council.

45. At least one door entrance must be designed and constructed to help elderly and disabled passengers get in and out of the vehicle. The door entrance and any steps must be conspicuously marked where appropriate, to help visually impaired passengers.

46. All passenger door entrances must have grab handles or rails suitably located to help elderly and disabled passengers. All handles/rails must be conspicuously marked to help visually impaired passengers.

47. Any modifications/conversions made to the vehicle since manufacture must be approved by the Council. 

48. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MINIBUS AND MPV TYPE VEHICLES

In order to be licensed Minibus/MPV-type vehicles must be fitted, in addition to the front driver and passenger doors, with at least:

One other side loading door plus a rear door/doors or tailgate that can be opened from inside the vehicle OR;

Two side loading doors capable of being opened from the inside.

In any case all exits must be easily accessible.  The seating is subject to scrutiny by the Licensing Officer.  Any seating arrangement other than that approved by the Licensing officer shall cause for the suspension of the licence.

CHANGE OF ENGINE 

49. In addition to informing the DVLA of the change of engine, you must inform the Council, in writing, within 48 hours if you change the engine in your Hackney Carriage including full details of the replacement engine including the chassis number and the source of the replacement unit.  

THE METER

50. FROM 1 APRIL 2008, All METERS FITTED TO HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES MUST BE CALENDAR CONTROLLED AND SEALED 

51. You must provide a meter in the vehicle that is constructed, attached and maintained in compliance with the Byelaws.

52. The meter must comply with the Council’s Hackney Carriage Fares Scale. A copy of this Scale must be displayed in your vehicle where it is visible to all passengers.

53. The meter must be accurate, be capable of showing that the vehicle is or is not hired, it must be fitted with a key or other device that, when turned, will operate the meter and display the word “HIRED”. This key or device must be capable of locking the meter so it does not work and no fare is recorded on it.

54. You must have the meter satisfactorily tested by an Authorised Officer of the Council before it is used.

55. When the meter is working, the fare must be clearly legible. This fare must be unambiguous and must not exceed the rate as given in the table of fares deposited with the Council.

56. The word “FARE” must be clearly printed on the meter so it clearly indicates the fare displayed.

57. You must place the meter in a safe and practical position in the vehicle where all letters and figures displayed on the meter are clearly visible to any passenger. The letters and figures must therefore be illuminated when in use.

58. You must report any failure of the meter to the Council by 10.00am the next working day.

59. You must not allow anyone to tamper with the meter or any seals fitted to it.

60. A notice showing the current Tariff of Fares must be displayed inside the vehicle in a position where any passengers can easily read it.

61. The meter must only be brought into action and the fare or charge must only commence from the point at which the hirer starts his/her journey.

62. If the meter fails or does not comply with the conditions, you must ensure the vehicle is not used as a hackney carriage.

ADVERTISEMENTS 

63  Advertisements may be displayed in or from the vehicle subject to such   advertising complying with the British Code of Advertising Practice and with the approval of the Licensing and Enforcement Manager.  All requests for permission to advertise on a vehicle must be forwarded to the Council, before the advert is applied to the vehicle.   In all cases only one advert will be allowed to be applied to any vehicle.  Any request for further adverts must be made in writing.  The decision to allow any further adverts to be placed on any vehicle, will be at the discretion of the Licensing and Enforcement Manager

64 You may display the name and telephone number of the company operating your vehicle, however, the display must be no more than 10cm high, must not contravene any Road Traffic Act, and must not be illuminated.
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