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COUNCIL MEETING
19 July 2007



HACKNEY AND PRIVATE HIRE CONDITIONS, STANDARDS AND RESTRICTIONS

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Maureen Kesteven, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report proposes that the Council approve a number of changes to the policy on Hackney Carriages and Private Hire and on the standards and conditions attached to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licences.

2. In 2004 the Government issued new guidance relating to the power of a local authority to limit the numbers of Hackney Carriages. Following the publication of this guidance a review of the Council’s policy was undertaken and the issue of new licences was suspended until the results of the review had been considered. Widespread consultation was carried out with the Private Hire and Hackney Carriage trade and discussions took place with the Buses and Taxis Division of the Department for Transport. 

3. The Cabinet fully considered all the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet took all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

4. The report recommends that the Council:

(i) Approve that the existing policy not to limit the numbers of Hackney Carriages be retained for the time being;

(ii) That the policy on the Relevance of Criminal Activity be adopted;

(iii) That the revised conditions and restrictions on Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licences be adopted;

(iv) That the temporary restriction on the issue of new Hackney Carriage Licences for vehicles meeting the new higher standards be removed.
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