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REPORT TO CABINET



 

3 July 2007

TITLE OF REPORT:
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Re-Deposit Draft Replacement Plan – Inspector’s Final Report 

REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development & Enterprise


Purpose of the Report

1. The report informs Cabinet of receipt of the Inspector’s final report into the Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and recommends acceptance of the Inspectors modifications and for the Council to adopt the plan accordingly. 

2. The report also recommends that the Council publish a notice of adoption of the UDP in the press in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development Plan) (England) Regulations 1999 and the Town and Country Planning (Transitional Arrangement) Regulations 2004. 

Background

3. In Gateshead the process of updating and replacing the Unitary Development Plan began in 2002.   The Deposit Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan was placed on deposit from 13 August 2004 to 24 September 2004.  This was followed by the Re-Deposit Plan which was subject to consultation from 30 January 2006 to March 2006.  A Public Inquiry was held into all outstanding representations to both the Deposit and Re-Deposit versions of the Plan between 3 October 2006 and 15 February 2007.  The Inspector’s Final Report into the objections to the plan was received on 4 May 2007.  The report is binding on the authority.  A copy is available in the Members’ Library.

Key Issues arising from the UDP Inspector’s Report
4.
The Inspector’s recommended changes are summarised at Appendix 2 of this report.    The main issues relate to the amount of employment and housing land to be provided, the allocation of greenfield land for housing, affordable housing provision and development of land at risk of flooding. 

Proposal

5.
It is proposed that this report will be forwarded to Council on 19 July 2007 for approval and that a Notice of Adoption of the Unitary Development Plan will be published, giving any interested party, who feels aggrieved by the adopted plan or proposals, an opportunity to launch a High Court Challenge.  It is intended to print the document and proposals map and place an interactive version on the Council’s web site as soon as possible thereafter.

Recommendations

6.
The Cabinet is asked to recommend that the Council: 

(i) agree to adopt the Gateshead UDP as amended by the Inspectors final report; 

(ii) authorise publication of the notice of adoption of the UDP by appropriate advertisement;

(iii) make copies of the adopted UDP available at a reasonable charge as soon practicable; and

(iv) publish the adopted replacement plan as altered on its website. 


For the following reasons:

(i) 
There is no basis to challenge the content of the document and, as a binding 
report, the Council is obliged to incorporate the Inspector’s modifications into 
the replacement UDP.  There are distinct benefits in doing so as the plan can 
be saved for 3 years during which time progress will be made on the 
production of the new form of development plan, the Local Development 
Framework (LDF).
(ii)
To meet the Council’s statutory responsibilities for consultation in adopting 
the Unitary Development Plan. 

CONTACT:  Jane Howarth extension: 3423  
PLAN REF: 147











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context

1. The Gateshead Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) provides the planning context and process for the regulation and delivery of new development in the Borough.  It is a key document contributing to the delivery of the Council’s overall policies as set out in the Corporate Plan and the Sustainable Community Strategy: Vision 2030, particularly in relation to the Corporate Priority for Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead and Improving Accessibility, Connectivity and Economic Prosperity.     

2. The Gateshead Replacement UDP has been prepared within the national, regional and corporate framework provided by the Government’s national planning guidance, the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy for the North East, the Regional Housing Strategy, the Regional Economic Strategy, the Northern Way: Tyne and Wear City Region Development Plan, the Community Strategy, Bridging Newcastle Gateshead Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder and Gateshead’s Local Agenda 21.  

3. In consideration of all the objections to the Deposit and Re-Deposit versions of the Replacement Unitary Development Plan the Inspector has had regard to the Government policy guidance set out above.
Background

4. A Public Inquiry was held into objections to the Gateshead Replacement UDP.  The Inquiry was held between the 3 October 2006 and 15 February 2007, and sat on a total of 9 days.  A pre-inquiry meeting was held on 13 July 2006.  Before, during and after the Inquiry the Inspector made a series of unaccompanied site visits to all of the sites that were the subject of objection.
5. The Deposit Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan was placed on deposit from 13 August 2004 to 24 September 2004, during which period some 825 representations were received, of which 691 were objections. Following consideration of these objections, the Council revised the Plan, and the Re-Deposit Plan was subject to public consultation from 30 January 2006 to 13 March 2006. During this time some 655 representations were received, of which 552 were objections. By the close of the Inquiry some 34 objections had been conditionally withdrawn, and 269 had been fully withdrawn. 

6. In consideration of all objections the Inspector had regard to submissions made by or on behalf of the various objectors and the Council, and all other material considerations, including Government policy guidance.  The Inspector’s final report was received on 4 May 2007.  It follows the sequential layout of the Plan, and considers all outstanding objections to both the Deposit and Re-Deposit versions of the Replacement Unitary Development Plan, but in relation to the provisions of the Re-Deposit Plan.  The report is binding on the authority.    
Consultation

7. The appropriate Cabinet Members have been consulted on this report.  

8. The Council has undertaken considerable consultation on the Replacement UDP in full accordance with statutory requirements.  

Alternative Options

9. In approving the Development Strategy of a Draft Replacement UDP in October 2003 (Minute C 215 2003/4), the Council considered alternative development strategies and commented on them.  

Implications of Recommended Options

10. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the implementation of the recommendations in this report will be met from existing resources. 

11. Risk Management Implications – There are risks associated with any delay in progressing the adoption of the Replacement UDP relating to failure to achieve targets and milestones agreed with the Government Office North East and published in the Council’s Local Development Scheme.  This may result in the loss of Planning Delivery Grant, loss of public confidence in the planning system and complaints from service users.   

12. Human Resources Implications – there are no human resource implications arising from this report.

13. Equality and Diversity Implications – the Replacement UDP addresses a number of equality and diversity issues, for example lifetime homes.  

14. Crime and Disorder Implications – the Replacement UDP includes policies which take appropriate account of the need to contribute to reducing crime and disorder.

15. Sustainability Implications – A joint Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment was undertaken by independent consultants to assess the potential impact of the strategy and policies in the Plan, the main aim being to deliver more sustainable forms of development through the plan.  Its purpose was to achieve integration between social, economic and environmental objectives through the continual appraisal of policies and proposals throughout the plan making process.  The consultants further reviewed their findings upon analysing the changes made by the Re-Deposit Draft Replacement UDP.

16. Human Rights Implications – the implications of detailed proposals on Human Rights have been assessed in preparing the Replacement UDP.

17. Ward Implications – the policies in the plan are Borough wide and affect all wards.

Background Information

The Town and Country Planning (Development Plan)(England) Regulations 1999. SI 1999 No.3280

The Town and Country Planning (Transitional Arrangements)(England) Regulations 2004. SI 2004 No.2205

Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the North East Submission Draft 2006
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