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COUNCIL MEETING

19 July 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 7 June 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR D LYNN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
A Armstrong, D Bollands, D Boyes, C Bradley, M A Brain, 

A E I Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, 

F Donovan, J Eagle, K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy, 

M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, A Graham, 

T Graham, J Hamilton, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, 

C Jevon, S K King, J Lee, J McElroy, P McNally, 

M McNestry, P J Maughan, J I Mearns, P J Mole, 

R D Napier, B Oliphant, A C Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, 

N G Rippeth, R G Stanaway, J Wallace, M Wallace, 

N Weatherley, K Wood.

Elaine Lindridge, Minister for Wrekenton Methodist Church welcomed the Council to the Church.
The Mayor thanked the Church for their hospitality in hosting the Council meeting and presented Elaine with a small gift.
CL/10

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 26 April 2007 and the annual meeting held on 18 May 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/11
ALDERMAN COWANS AND COUNCILLOR MAUREEN CLELLAND

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of Alderman Sydney Cowans who served as a member of Gateshead Council between 1982 and 1993 and Councillor Maureen Clelland who was a member of Gateshead Council for Dunston and then Dunston and Teams ward since 2000.

CL/12
2007 QUEENS AWARD FOR ENTERPRISE

The Council was informed that Davy Roll had been presented with the prestigious 2007 Queens Award for Enterprise in the category of International Trade. The Queen's Awards for Enterprise are the UK's most prestigious Awards for business performance and recognise outstanding achievement by UK companies.
CL/13
CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

The Mayor announced that the Council had received a silver award at the Chelsea Flower Show. The garden was developed in partnership with Northumbrian Water and had an environmental theme based on the precious nature of water. 
CL/14
APPOINTMENTS TO SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PEOPLE OSC AND CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE OSC


Nominations were received in relation to the vacancy on the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee and a proposal to change the membership of the Children and Young People OSC .

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Councillor Maureen Goldsworthy be appointed to the Sustainable Communities People OSC as Vice-Chair.

(ii)
That Councillor Pat Ronan be appointed to the Children and Young People OSC in place of Councillor Maureen Goldsworthy.
CL/15
PETITION
A petition was presented by Councillor Paul Foy on behalf of people who use Birtley swimming pool.

RESOLVED - 
That the petition be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
CL/16
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Sarah Gray, Felldyke Primary School, asked the following question:

‘What can the Council do to stop cars speeding along the side streets on the Springwell Estate?’

Councillor Bollands responded to the question.

Sam Bell, Felldyke Primary School, asked the following question:

‘We've heard that the speed limit outside every school will be reduced to 20mph. Will this happen outside our school on Springwell Road?’
Councillor Bollands responded to the question.

Georgina Cameron, St Oswald’s R.C Primary School asked the following question:

‘We attend a Catholic Primary School.  Our parents pay as much council tax as other parents of children in local schools. Why do we, as a catholic school, not feel the same benefit and provision by the council as other schools in the area?’

Councillor Henry responded to the question.

The Chief Executive read out the following question, which had been submitted by Maureen Tuer:

‘Can something be done to ensure the footpaths are clear of overhanging hedges that border the paths in the Eighton Banks area?’

Councillor McNestry responded to the question.

The Chief Executive read out the following question, which had been submitted by Maureen Tuer:

‘Can the Council do something about the practice of parking on footpaths along Rockcliffe Way?’

Councillor Bollands responded to the question.

The Chief Executive read out the following question, which had been submitted by Debra Coxon:
‘What is the Council doing to address the issue of parking around the former petrol station site at Wrekenton and would the Council consider buying back the site to allow for appropriate road improvements?’

Councillor Bollands responded to the question.

CL/17

PRESENTATION ON VISION 2030 AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS WITHIN THE BOROUGH

Jane Robinson, Assistant Chief Executive and Steve Bramwell, Group Director, Community Based Services gave a presentation on Vision 2030 and the neighbourhood management arrangements which are being introduced throughout the borough.

CL/18

CORPORATE PLAN

Consideration was given to the Corporate Plan, which identifies the corporate priorities, corporate values and improvements targets and is a means by which actions can be reviewed.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Corporate Plan be approved;

(ii)
That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to make any necessary final amendments to the Plan.

CL/19

OLDER PEOPLE’S STRATEGY

Details of the Older People’s Strategy and Action Plan were submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Older People’s Strategy and Action Plan be approved;

(ii) That the Council note that the Cabinet has agreed the following:

(a) That the Strategy and Action Plan will be monitored by the Older Peoples Partnership until an Older Peoples Assembly has been established;

(b) That the Strategy will be referred to the Gateshead Strategic Partnership to seek their commitment to progressing the Strategy for Gateshead. 

CL/20

FEES FOR LOCAL LAND CHARGES SERVICES AND OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITY SEARCHES

Following a review of the cost of providing other search information the Council considered the revised schedule of fees for the provision of local land charges services.

RESOLVED - 
That the schedule of fees for the provision of local land charges services be approved.

CL/21
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – POLICY ON THE ISSUE OF GAMING AND GAMING MACHINE PERMITS 

Consideration was given to the policy for the issue of Gaming and Gaming Machine Permits, which will address the issues that the authority will have regard to when considering applications.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council adopt the Policy for the issue of Gaming and Gaming Machine Permits under the Gambling Act 2005.

CL/22
OUTCOME OF TRADE UNION CONSULTATION – REORGANISATION OF SCHOOL ICT SUPPORT

Following trade union consultation consideration was given to the proposals to restructure the School ICT Support Service

RESOLVED - 
That the proposals to restructure the School ICT Support Service be approved.

CL/23
REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/24
NOTICE OF MOTION – POSTAL VOTING

Councillor Henry moved the following motion:

‘This Council

(i) reaffirms its commitment to promoting participation in democracy through the extension of postal voting;

(ii) notes that the turnout of postal voters in Gateshead in the May 2007 local elections was 77%;

(iii) recalls that previous pilots of all-postal voting produced turnouts in excess of 50% with no detriment to the integrity of the election;

(iv) urges the Government to permit all-postal voting in those areas of the country where such a system has previously been trialled successfully and securely.’

Councillor Maughan moved the following amendment: -

Delete (iii) and (iv) and replace with: 

(iii) welcomes the increased choice in methods of voting and urges the Government to maintain that choice.

On the amendment being put it was defeated.

The original motion was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.

The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘This Council

(i)
reaffirms its commitment to promoting participation in democracy through the extension of postal voting;

(ii)
notes that the turnout of postal voters in Gateshead in the May 2007 local elections was 77%;

(iii)
recalls that previous pilots of all-postal voting produced turnouts in excess of 50% with no detriment to the integrity of the election;

(iv)
urges the Government to permit all-postal voting in those areas of the country where such a system has previously been trialled successfully and securely.’

CL/25
RECYCLING OF GLASS AND PLASTIC
Councillor Chatto moved the following motion:
‘This Council looks forward to a speedy introduction of doorstep collections for plastic and cardboard recycling and calls for a report from the Chief Executive within the next six months.’

On the motion being put it was declared to be defeated. 

CL/26

QUESTIONS

Councillor R Stanaway asked the Leader of the Council about the meeting between himself, the Leader of the Opposition and a Government Minister to discuss concerns relating to the siting of telecommunication masts. 

Has the meeting taken place?

If so, what was the outcome?

If not, why not, and when is it expected to take place?

Councillor Henry responded to the question.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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